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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, 232 

HIGH STREET, MELTON ON 1 SEPTEMBER 2015 AT 5.30PM 
 

 
Present: Cr N Dunn (Deputy Mayor)(Chairperson) 

Cr M Bentley 
Cr R Cugliari 
Cr K Majdlik 
Cr B Turner 
 
Mr K Tori, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr P Bean, General Manager Corporate Services 
Mr D Hogan, Manager Customer Engagement 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Crs Ramsey and Carli.  

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER INTEREST 
OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil.   
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3. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

3.1 2015 ELECTORAL REPRESENTATION REVIEW 

Author: Tracy Spiteri- Governance Coordinator 
Presenter: Peter Bean- General Manager Corporate Services  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present for Council consideration a draft preliminary submission to the Victorian Electoral 
Commission in respect of the 2015 Melton City Council Electoral Representation Review 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopt and submit the draft ‘preliminary’ submission to the Victorian Electoral 
Commission. 

Motion 

Crs Majdlik/Turner.  

That Council adopt and submit the draft ‘preliminary’ submission to the Victorian Electoral 
Commission with an additional clause included in Councils submission; ‘This option also benefits 
the municipality in a rate capped environment by avoiding adding costs associated with increased 
Councillor numbers’. 

CARRIED 
 

Cr Majdlik called for a division of Council 

For: 

Crs Cugliari, Dunn, Majdlik and Turner 

Against: 

Cr Bentley 

The Chair declared the division CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

In accordance with Part 10, Division 2 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act) the 
Victorian Electoral Commission is to undertake Electoral Representation Reviews. 

A notice appeared in the local newspapers advising of the commencement of the 
Representation Review for Melton City Council inviting preliminary submissions to reach the 
Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) by 5.00pm on Wednesday 2 September 2015.  

A draft submission has been prepared at Appendix 2 with Council’s preferred option being 
to retain the current electoral structure of seven (7) Councillors elected from one three-
councillor ward and two two-councillor wards with adjustments to the existing ward 
boundaries to maintain average voter numbers + 10% of the average number for each 
councillor. 
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2. Background/Issues 

The Local Government Act 1989 requires the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) to 
conduct a representation review of each municipality in Victoria before every third council 
general election which is approximately every 12 years.  Representation Reviews are a key 
mechanism to ensure that all voters within a particular municipality have their concerns and 
interests fairly and equitably represented. The review aims to ensure the principle of ‘one 
vote one value’ applies across a municipality. The Representation Review examines; 

- The appropriate number of Councillors 

- Whether the structure of the municipality should be subdivided into wards or un 
subdivided and; 

- If subdivided, the number of wards, ward boundaries, the number of Councillors per ward 
and the possible ward names. 

Input from members of the public and other stakeholders is sought by the Victorian Electoral 
Commission who provide three principal opportunities for involvement, these being; 

- A preliminary Public Submission, a response submission to the Preliminary Report, and 
the opportunity to present at a Public Hearing. 

- Key timelines for the City of Melton Electoral Representation Review are/were;   

4 August 2015 – Public Notices appeared in local newspapers 

13 August 2015 – Public Information Sessions, held at Melton Library and Learning Hub 
and Caroline Springs Library and Civic Centre 

Wednesday 2 September 2015 – Preliminary Submissions close at 5pm 

Wednesday 30 September 2015 – Preliminary Report released by the Victorian 
Electoral Commission 

Wednesday 28 October 2015 - Public Response Submissions close at 5pm 

Wednesday 4 November 2015 – Public Hearing at Melton Library and Learning Hub 
3.30pm 

Wednesday 25 November 2015 – Release of Final Report 

A guide for submissions has been produced by the Victorian Electoral Commission which 
was circulated to all Councillors, see Appendix 1.  

A briefing/workshop was held with Councillors on 25 August 2015 in relation to the Electoral 
Representation Review, detailing the impact of growth in the municipality, population 
estimates and options to consider.  Councillors provided staff with direction which enabled 
the draft submission to be prepared and presented to Council, attached at Appendix 2. 

A preliminary report will be released by the VEC on 30 September 2015 at which time 
Council has the opportunity to submit a ‘response’ submission responding to the 
recommendations contained in the preliminary report.  Should Council wish to be heard at 
the public hearing on Wednesday, 4 November 2015 to expand on their views, it must 
nominate to do so in the preliminary report response. 

3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

2. A Well Governed and Leading Organisation:  Operating with innovation, transparency, 
accountability and sustainability 

2.6  Ensure timely compliance with statutory and regulatory obligations 
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4. Financial Considerations 

Nil. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

As this process is being conducted by the Victorian Electoral Commission, they are 
responsible for public consultation. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Nil. 

7. Options 

Council can choose to not make a preliminary submission on the Electoral Representation 
Review, however officers strongly recommend that Council do make a submission. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. 2015 Melton City Council Electoral Representation Review - Guide for Submissions 

2. Submission to the VEC - Electoral Representation Review 
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4. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 5.43pm. 

 
 
 

Confirmed 

Dated this 

 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
  


