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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 

Notice is hereby given that the Meeting of the 
Melton City Council will be held in the  

Council Chambers, Melton Civic Centre,  
232 High Street Melton on  

16 September 2024 at 7:00pm. 

THIS AGENDA CONTAINS REPORTS TO BE DEALT 
WITH AT A CLOSED MEETING OF COUNCIL

Roslyn Wai 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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Visitors to the Gallery please note: 
Proceedings at Council meetings are controlled by the Chairperson. The Chairperson is 
empowered to enforce the provision of Council’s Governance Rules, which includes the 
following aspects: 

• Members of the public do not have a right to address Council and may only do so 
with the consent of the Chair or by prior arrangement.  

• Any member of the public addressing Council must extend due courtesy and respect 
to Council and the processes under which it operates and must take direction from 
the Chair whenever called on to do so. 

• A member of the public present at a Council meeting must not disrupt the meeting. 

• The Chair may order and cause the removal of any person, other than a Councillor, 
who disrupts any meeting or fails to comply with a direction given under sub-Rule 
79.2. 

• If the Chair is of the opinion that disorder at the Council table or in the gallery makes 
it desirable to adjourn the Council meeting, he or she may adjourn the meeting to a 
later time on the same day or to some later day as he or she thinks proper. 

• The Chair may ask the Chief Executive Officer or a member of the Victoria Police to 
remove from the Chamber any person who acts in breach of the Governance Rules 
and whom the Chair has ordered to be removed from the gallery under Rule 80. 

• Members of the public in the gallery must not operate recording equipment at a 
Council or Committee Meeting without the prior written consent of Council.  

• Question time is available at every Scheduled Meeting to enable members of the 
public to address questions to Council. All questions must be received by the Chief 
Executive Officer or other person nominated for this purpose no later than 10am on 
the day of the Scheduled Meeting by submitting questions into the receptacle 
designated for public questions at the Customer Service Desk, or via electronic 
medium as per Council website directions. 

A person must not submit more than two (2) individual questions at a meeting, 
inclusive of all parts and variants as interpreted by the Chairperson or other person 
authorised for this purpose by the Chairperson. 
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1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Chairperson will read the opening prayer and reconciliation statement. 
Prayer 
‘Almighty God we humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessing upon this Council, direct 
and prosper its deliberations to the advancement of Thy glory and the welfare of the people 
whom we serve – Amen.’ 
Reconciliation Statement 
Melton City Council acknowledges that the land it now occupies has a history that began 
with the Indigenous occupants, the Kulin Nation.  Council pays its respects to the Kulin 
Nation people and their Elders and descendants past and present. 
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2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The Chairperson will call for any apologies received from any Councillors who are unable 
to attend this meeting. 

  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 

Page 8 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 
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4. DEPUTATIONS 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Pursuant to Part 6, Division 2 of the Local Government Act 2020 and Council’s Governance 
Rules, Councillors must declare any General Conflict of Interest or Material Conflict of 
Interest they have in any of the matters being considered at this meeting. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 26 August 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS  
  
 

 

• Monday 12 August 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 26 August 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 12 August 2024 and 26 August 2024 
provided as Appendices 1 and 2 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 12 August 2024 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 26 August 2024 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• Gabrielle Williams MP, Minister for Public and Active Transport – Response to car parking 
at Cobblebank, Rockbank and Caroline Springs stations.  

• Anne Congleton, Acting Deputy Secretary Disability, Fairness and Emergency Management 
– Response to Final Report of the Royal Commission into the Violence, Abuse, Neglect and 
Exploitation of people with a Disability. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1-2 to this report: 
1. Gabrielle Williams MP, Minister for Public and Active Transport – Response to car parking at 

Cobblebank, Rockbank and Caroline Springs stations. 
2. Anne Congleton, Acting Deputy Secretary Disability, Fairness and Emergency Management – 

Response to Final Report of the Royal Commission into the Violence, Abuse, Neglect and 
Exploitation of people with a Disability. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Gabrielle Williams MP, Minister for Public and Active Transport – dated 4 September 

2024 
2.  Anne Congleton, Acting Deputy Secretary Disability, Fairness and Emergency 

Management dated 9 September 2024 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

The Chief Executive will table any petitions and/or joint letters received prior to this meeting 
that meet the requirements of Council’s Governance Rules.  
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10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  
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11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE STATEMENT 30 JUNE 
2024 

Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council for approval in principle the Annual Financial Statements and Performance 
Statement for 30 June 2024, prior to reports being submitted to Council’s Auditor, in accordance 
with section 99(2) and 99(3) of the Local Government Act 2020. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Approve, in principle, the Annual Financial Statements and Performance Statement for 30 

June 2024 at Appendix 1 and Appendix 2. 
2. Authorise the Mayor, Cr Kathy Majdlik, Deputy Mayor, Cr Steven Abboushi and Chief 

Executive Officer, Roslyn Wai to approve the Statements in their final form after any changes 
recommended, or agreed, by the Auditor have been made, pursuant to sections 99(2) and 
99(3) of the Local Government Act 2020. 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Each year, individual local governments across Victoria are required to present a set of audited 
financial statements and performance statements to their Council and community. 
The financial statements contain information on the financial performance, financial position, 
and cash flows of Council for the financial year ended 30 June 2024. The format of the financial 
statements is standard across all Victorian Councils and complies with both the accounting 
and reporting requirements of Australian Accounting Standards and requirements as set down 
by Local Government Victoria. 
The performance statement includes the results of the prescribed sustainable capacity, service 
performance and financial performance indicators. The performance statement measures 
together with a description of the municipal district and an explanation of material variations in 
the results. This statement has been prepared to meet the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 2020 and Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 2014. 
The Audit and Risk Committee meeting on 12 September 2024 discussed and reviewed the 
Annual Financial Statements and Performance Statement for the year ended 30 June 2024. 
The Audit and Risk Committee has recommended that Council approve the statements prior 
to them being submitted to the Auditor, as required under the Local Government Act 2020 (‘the 
Act’). 
There were no adverse audit findings in relation to the 2023/24 financial statements and 
performance statement. 
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Council remains in a sustainable financial position to meet the challenges and infrastructure 
requirements of a growth Council with a strong balance sheet and financial performance in 
2023/24. 

2. Background/Issues 
For the purposes of sections 99(2) and 99(3) of the Act, Council must not submit the Annual 
Financial Statements and Performance Statement to the auditor unless it has passed a 
resolution giving its approval in principle to the Statements. The Council must authorise two 
Councillors to certify the Statements in their final form after any changes are recommended, 
or agreed to, by the Auditor. The auditor provides audit reports which gives an opinion on 
whether the statements present fairly the Council's financial performance, position and other 
indicators. 
In accordance with section 99(1) of the Act, Council must submit the Statements to the Minister 
as soon as practical after the end of the financial year. 
The financial statements and performance statement are publicly available documents and are 
used by (but not limited to) Councillors, residents and ratepayers, employees, suppliers, 
contractors, customers, Local Government Victoria, state and federal governments, and 
financiers including banks and other financial institutions. 
Council’s 30 June 2024 Financial Result 
Council’s adjusted operating result as at 30 June 2024 was a surplus of $10.3 million compared 
to a budget of $24.4 million which is unfavourable to budget. The adjusted operating result 
removes all asset revaluation movements, developer contributions and capital grant revenue 
items relating to the growth of the region which better reflects the underlying financial 
performance of Council.  
This unfavourable variance is largely attributable to lower than anticipated operating grant 
income which is a result of the timing of recognition, lower user fees income and an increase 
in material and services expenditure. These unfavourable variances are partially offset by an 
increase in investment income and savings in employee costs. 
As one of Australia’s fastest growing regions, significant developer contributions and capital 
grants will continue. When you include these developer transactions and asset revaluations, 
Council’s overall comprehensive result is a surplus of $466.6 million which is largely 
attributable to $278.9 million in contributed monetary and non-monetary assets from 
developers that are restricted to future capital infrastructure in the region, and a revaluation 
increment of Council’s existing assets by $168.6 million. 
Council has a total of $579.4 million in cash and term deposits at year end. The majority of this 
money must be used for future capital infrastructure projects within respective development 
areas like childcare centres, ovals, parks, open spaces, and roads with the remaining 
attributable to operating expenditure. In many instances these funds fall short of the full cost 
delivery of the infrastructure needed with Council funding the difference. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Financial considerations are contained in the respective reports listed as appendices. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
There is no requirement for public consultation in relation to the Annual Financial Statements 
and Performance Statement 30 June 2024. The Audit and Risk Committee has recommended 
that Council approve the statements prior to them being submitted to the Auditor, as required 
under the Local Government Act 2020. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Presentation and certification of the Annual Financial Statements and Performance Statement 
for 30 June 2024 will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative requirements 
and ensue transparency with regards to its financial position and performance. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to reject the Officer’s recommendations, however this would put 
Council’s ability to meet statutory obligations at risk. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Financial Statements 2023/24 
2.  Performance Statement 2023/24 
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12.2 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION 875 (CR MAJDLIK) - KOROROIT CREEK 
ACTIVE TRANSPORT NETWORK 

Author: Michael Smith - Coordinator Strategic Transport Planning 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) to provide an update on the current and future 
walking and cycling network along the Kororoit Creek. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the report and the current and future walking and cycling network along Kororoit 
Creek. 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Scheduled Meeting of Council dated 26 June 2023, Council resolved via Notice of 
Motion 875 raised by Councillor Majdlik:  
That officers prepare a report for a future briefing of councillors identifying the current walking 
and cycling network along the Kororoit Creek, and potential opportunities to expand this 
network along the Kororoit Creek corridor throughout the municipality. 

This report presents the current walking and cycling network along Kororoit Creek, and the 
future network identified through existing and developing areas within the City of Melton.  
This report provides further information on how projects have been identified through Council’s 
Pedestrian and Cyclist Plan within our existing areas and through Precinct Structure Plans 
(PSPs) for our growth areas, together with identifying the responsible stakeholders for delivery 
of future works.  

2. Background/Issues 
At the Scheduled Meeting of Council dated 26 June 2023, Council resolved to prepare a report 
outlining the current and future walking and cycling networks along Kororoit Creek. 

Kororoit Creek Alignment 
Kororoit Creek flows from the Macedon Ranges in the north, through the heart of Melton and 
across to Brimbank in the east. It passes through or borders eleven suburbs in the City of 
Melton and its surroundings vary from rural, developing and established urban areas.  
The Kororoit Creek surroundings will remain rural north of the Melton Highway, will be 
developed from the Melton Highway to the edge of Caroline Springs through Precinct Structure 
Plans and the development process, and is established through Caroline Springs to the 
eastern boundary of the City of Melton. A map of Kororoit Creek and the suburbs and urban 
growth boundary within the City of Melton can be seen in Appendix 1. 
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Current Walking and Cycling Network 
The existing walking and cycling networks along Kororoit Creek are primarily located in our 
well-established areas, with ongoing segments gradually being completed alongside new 
developing areas. 
The walking and cycling networks along Kororoit Creek are typically through the provision of 
shared paths along either side of the creek, including connections to shared paths and 
footpaths linking our community through our residential areas.  
The existing paths along Kororoit Creek can be found in Appendix 2. 

Council Identified Projects 
There are currently gaps within the existing path network that Council has identified through 
the Pedestrian and Cyclist Plan (PACP). The PACP identified many improvements for 
pedestrians and cyclists in our established areas, based on 5 assessment criteria:  

• Catchment – the number of properties within walking distance of a destination. 

• Connectivity – directness of route from origin to destination. 

• Crash Safety – real and perceived safety risks. 

• Comfort – ease and enjoyment of the journey. 

• Community – support from our community. 
Some works will be delivered as part of road upgrade projects, such as the future road bridges 
over the creek at Sinclairs Road and Hopkins Road to provide the missing walking and cycling 
paths at those locations. 
There are several projects identified for funding in Council’s long term infrastructure pipeline 
over Kororoit Creek for pedestrians and cyclists: 

Project Status Description 
Hopkins Road Bridge 
over Kororoit Creek 

Design in 
progress 

A new road bridge including shared paths on both sides 
of the road, as part of the Hopkins Road corridor project 
linking Neale Road to Taylors Road. 

Sinclairs Road Bridge 
over Kororoit Creek 

Design in 
progress 

Upgrading the existing Sinclairs Road with a new road 
bridge, including shared path on one side of the road. 

Jamieson Link 
pedestrian bridge 

Planning 
stage 

A new pedestrian bridge, linking the community to 
Caroline Springs Town Centre and providing a link to 
the future Kororoit Creek Regional Park. 

Pedestrian Bridge – 
Modeina Estate, 
Burnside  

Design in 
progress 

Pedestrian bridge linking the Burnside Heights 
Recreation Reserve to the community to the south. 

Pedestrian Bridge 
over Kororoit Creek 

Planning 
stage 

Pedestrian bridge connecting our community in 
Burnside to the Isabella Williams Memorial Reserve in 
Brimbank City Council. 

There are further pedestrian bridges and other path connections to the local network identified 
through the PACP along Kororoit Creek that will continue to be delivered beyond the current 
4-year plan. 
The existing path network and proposed Council delivered projects in established areas can 
be seen in Appendix 3. 
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Approved PSP Walking and Cycling Networks 
In developing areas, the path network along Kororoit Creek has been indicatively identified 
through the Precinct Structure Plans. The path networks from the existing Caroline Springs 
area through to Leakes Road are identified in the active Kororoit and Rockbank North PSPs.  
Developers are delivering the paths along the creek at their development sites and linking to 
our local path networks as they complete new residential communities. The existing and 
proposed path networks along Kororoit Creek in active PSP areas can be seen in Appendix 
4. 

Future PSP Walking and Cycling Networks  
The future Melton East and Warrensbrook PSPs will complete the walking and cycling network 
along Kororoit Creek to the edge of the Urban Growth Boundary at the Melton Highway. This 
network is still to be determined but is expected to continue along both sides of Kororoit Creek 
and include several road and pedestrian bridges across the creek.  
The Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) are currently planning the Melton East PSP, with 
Warrensbrook PSP still unprogrammed for delivery. The indicative path alignment along 
Kororoit Creek in the future PSPs can be seen in Appendix 5. 

Ultimate Walking and Cycling Networks along Kororoit Creek 
The walking and cycling network along Kororoit Creek will provide a complete connection from 
the Melton Highway, through the City of Melton and continue into the City of Brimbank to the 
east on both sides of the creek. 
The existing path network is well established in existing areas, with further connections 
identified through the PACP for Council to deliver, and the future walking and cycling paths in 
growth areas will be completed by developers as they deliver works within the Urban Growth 
Boundary. 
All existing and proposed walking and cycling networks along Kororoit Creek can be seen in 
Appendix 6. 
Council officers have created an interactive online “storymap” to showcase the information 
provided in this report. 
This storymap can be viewed at: https://www.meltonmaps.space/Nom875/index.html and is 
also available on Council’s website. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.4 An integrated transport network that enables people to move around. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations associated with this report. All projects identified for 
Council delivery will be referred to the Council annual budget process and infrastructure plan 
for further consideration and timing. Works in growth areas are to be delivered by developers, 
with Council ensuring planning permits are capturing this infrastructure as part of development 
works. 

https://www.meltonmaps.space/Nom875/index.html
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Community consultation was completed regarding pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure as part 
of the Pedestrian and Cyclist Plan. Consultation was open from December 2021 to February 
2022 through an online interactive map and targeted engagement with community groups and 
received over 500 responses from our community. Further paths will be completed as part of 
developments in our growth areas in accordance with approved Precinct Structure Plans. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Not applicable. 

7. Options 
That Council note the report providing information on the current and future walking and cycling 
network along Kororoit Creek. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Kororoit Creek Alignment - Suburbs and Urban Growth Boundaries 
2.  Kororoit Creek - Current Walking and Cycling Network 
3.  Kororoit Creek - Identified Council Projects 
4.  Kororoit Creek - Approved PSP Walking and Cycling Network 
5.  Kororoit Creek - Indicative Future PSP Walking and Cycling Network 
6.  Kororoit Creek - Ultimate Walking and Cycling Network 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 
Item 12.2 Response to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) - Kororoit Creek Active Transport Network 
Appendix 1 Kororoit Creek Alignment - Suburbs and Urban Growth Boundaries 

 
 

Page 105 



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 
Item 12.2 Response to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) - Kororoit Creek Active Transport Network 
Appendix 2 Kororoit Creek - Current Walking and Cycling Network 

 
 

Page 106 



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 
Item 12.2 Response to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) - Kororoit Creek Active Transport Network 
Appendix 3 Kororoit Creek - Identified Council Projects 

 
 

Page 107 



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 
Item 12.2 Response to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) - Kororoit Creek Active Transport Network 
Appendix 4 Kororoit Creek - Approved PSP Walking and Cycling Network 

 
 

Page 108 



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 
Item 12.2 Response to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) - Kororoit Creek Active Transport Network 
Appendix 5 Kororoit Creek - Indicative Future PSP Walking and Cycling Network 

 
 

Page 109 



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 
Item 12.2 Response to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) - Kororoit Creek Active Transport Network 
Appendix 6 Kororoit Creek - Ultimate Walking and Cycling Network 

 
 

Page 110 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 

Page 111 

12.3 ALLOCATION OF SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES POLICY 
Author: Aaron Biscan - Manager Recreation and Facility Activation 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy provided as Appendix 1 to 

this report.  
2. Note the Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy includes Council’s Fair Access 

in Sport and Recreation Action Plan provided as Appendix 2.  
3. Note that once adopted the Policy will be reviewed within eighteen months. This will include 

a community engagement process to review the implementation of the Policy with outcomes 
presented to Council’s Policy Review Panel by June 2026. 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy has been developed to guide Council’s 
decision making in relation to the fair access to, and use of, sport and recreation facilities in 
the City of Melton. 
The Policy outlines the framework to be used to allocate access to Council owned and 
managed sport and recreation facilities. The Policy describes which groups are eligible to be 
offered access to a sport and recreation facility, the priority of access and will help determine 
the type of occupancy agreement that will be facilitated. 
The Policy will provide a consistent, transparent and efficient approach to the allocation and 
management of Council’s sport and recreation facilities. 
This report presents the Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy for Council 
consideration (Appendix 1).  
This Policy and the associated Fair Access in Sport Action Plan (Appendix 2) meet the 
requirements of the Victorian Government Fair Access Policy Roadmap. The Roadmap 
requires all Victorian local government authorities to have in place a Fair Access Policy (or 
equivalent) to remain eligible for State Government community sports infrastructure funding. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Policy 
Council has responsibility for 50 sportsgrounds, 37 sports pavilions, 75 tennis and netball 
courts as well as floodlights, cricket nets and other supporting infrastructure. These facilities 
are regularly used by over 70 local community sporting clubs on a seasonal or annual basis 
along with schools, community groups, residents and visitors for a range of sport, active 
recreation and passive pursuits.  
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Currently, Council uses a set of guidelines, not an adopted Council policy position to guide 
decision making in relation to the allocation and use of community sport and recreation facilities 
in the City of Melton. The intention of the Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy 
(the Policy) is to address this policy gap. 
The Policy attached as Appendix 1 to this report is a key component of the governance pillar 
within Council’s Reserve Management Framework. The governance pillar provides the set of 
policies and guidelines to support community access to Council managed Sport and 
Recreation Facilities.  
This Policy describes the key principles to guide Council’s allocation of sport and recreation 
facilities across the municipality which includes eligibility for access. The Policy once adopted, 
will provide Officers with a framework that will be used to allocate access and will support 
determining the type of occupancy agreement that will govern the usage of the facility. The 
Policy will provide a consistent, transparent and efficient approach to the allocation and 
management of Council’s sport and recreation facilities. 
This Policy will be implemented with the Fair Access in Sport and Recreation Action Plan 
(Action Plan) attached as Appendix 2 to this report. The Action Plan outlines a range of short, 
medium and long-term opportunities to ensure consistency with and support the 
implementation of the Victorian Government Fair Access Policy Roadmap.  
Fair Access Policy Roadmap 
The Victorian Government Fair Access Policy Roadmap requires all Victorian local 
government authorities to have in place a Fair Access Policy (or equivalent) to remain eligible 
for State Government community sports infrastructure funding. The Fair Access Policy 
Roadmap aims to give women and girls better and fairer access to community sports 
infrastructure, and improved experiences when participating in community sport. This Policy 
and the associated Action Plan meet the requirements of the Victorian Government Fair 
Access Policy Roadmap. 
New Club Establishment 
Strategies for soccer, football (AFL), cricket, rugby and tennis have recently been completed 
and endorsed by Council. As one of the fastest growing Local Government Areas in Australia, 
Council officers receive regular requests to establish new clubs in the City of Melton. Council’s 
sport and recreation strategies provide a framework for the establishment of new clubs in new 
communities as new facilities are established.  
The Policy utilises this strategic framework to provide a consistent approach to respond to 
requests from the community to form new clubs in the City of Melton. The model supports the 
sustainable development of existing clubs whilst optimising the use of Council’s sport and 
recreation facilities via shared use with other groups. Officers are aware existing clubs can be 
anxious with the development of new clubs and the perceived impacts of a reduction in their 
own membership or access to facilities. 
Policy Development 
In March 2023, Council began developing, updating and reviewing key policies and strategies 
within the Reserve Management Framework to enhance support of community access to 
Council managed community sport and recreation facilities. This strategic work included the 
development of the Group Fitness and Personal Training - Use of Public Open Space Policy, 
Sport and Recreation Facility Development Policy, City of Melton Rugby and Tennis 
Strategies, a review of the Club Development program and conversion of existing Allocation 
of Sport and Recreation Facilities guidelines into policy. This Policy is the final piece of that 
strategic work to be completed.  
The following approach was undertaken to develop the Policy: 

• Benchmarking: other like Local Government policies relating to the allocation of sport 
and recreation facilities. 
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• Internal engagement: Officers across relevant business units have been consulted about 
the allocation and use of sport and recreation facilities to inform the Policy.  

• A Gender Impact Assessment (GIA) was completed to ensure compliance with the 
Gender Equality Act 2020 and the Equality and Respect 2030 Strategy. 

• Engagement with the Recreation and Leisure Advisory Committee (RLAC) to provide 
feedback on a preliminary Draft Policy. 

• Engagement with the Victorian Government Office for Women in Sport to ensure 
consistency with the Fair Access Policy Roadmap. 

Communication and Implementation 
Once adopted, access to the Policy, and a summary fact sheet will be made available for 
community awareness via Council’s website. A copy of the Policy will be provided to the RLAC 
and all City of Melton based community sporting clubs.  
It is proposed that once adopted, the Policy will be reviewed within eighteen months. This will 
include a community engagement process to review the implementation of the Policy with the 
outcomes presented to Council’s Policy Review Panel. It is proposed that an annual review of 
the Fair Access in Sport and Recreation Action Plan take place. 
The Policy will be implemented using Operational Guidelines. These will be developed once 
the Policy has been finalised. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.4 A City that promotes positive public health and wellbeing outcomes to our community. 

4. Financial Considerations 
To stay eligible for State Government funding opportunities, all Council’s require an endorsed 
Fair Access Policy effective from 1 July 2024. This Policy and the associated Action Plan meet 
this requirement of the State Government to stay eligible for funding. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Councils RLAC were initially presented with information regarding updating this policy as part 
of the suite of strategic work to be undertaken including the Victorian Government Fair Access 
Policy Roadmap at the 15 March 2023 meeting. Through early 2024 the policy was drafted 
and presented again to the RLAC for discussion and feedback at the 5 June 2024 meeting 
with feedback captured in the RLAC minutes. 
The Policy has also been influenced by the outcomes of meetings held with relevant business 
units across the City Life, City Delivery and City Futures directorates between July 2023 and 
April 2024. The purpose of these meetings was to ensure that the Policy aligned with relevant 
Council strategies, policies and procedures. 
Regular engagement with The Victorian Government Office for Women in Sport has been 
ongoing since September 2023 to inform the development of the Draft Policy and alignment 
with the Victorian Government Fair Access Policy Roadmap. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
The Policy will be implemented to ensure consistency with all elements of the Reserve 
Management Framework. This includes the Community Facilities Access Policy, Group 
Fitness and Personal Training – Use of Public Open Space Policy and Lease and Licence 
Policy and the Sport and Recreation Facility Development Policy. Collectively these policies 
will provide a robust framework for the allocation, management and use of Council’s sport and 
recreation facilities. 
To stay eligible for State Government funding opportunities, all Council’s require an endorsed 
Fair Access Policy. This Policy and the associated Fair Access in Sport Action Plan meet this 
requirement of the State Government to stay eligible for funding. 

7. Options 
Council may: 
1. Adopt the Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy as per the Officer’s 

recommendation. 
2. Not adopt the Policy. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy 
2.  Fair Access in Sport and Recreation Action Plan 
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12.4 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Author: Bernadette Bensley - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the unconfirmed minutes (minutes) of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting 
held on 12 September 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the unconfirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 12 September 

2024, provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 

within the minutes. 
3. Note the report from the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, for the period June 

2024 - September 2024, provided as Appendix 2 to this report. 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 12 September 2024 are 
appended to this report as Appendix 1.  
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 
The Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, Mr Jeff Rigby, has provided a biannual 
report on the activities of the Committee to cover the period June 2024 – September 2024, 
provided as Appendix 2. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance reporting, 
Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and oversee the 
internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
Additionally, section 54 (4) of the Local Government Act 2020 requires a biannual report that 
describes the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee, including its findings and 
recommendations to be presented to Council. 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 

Page 123 

The attached report (Appendix 2) provided by the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk 
Committee, satisfies the requirements for the presentation of biannual reports to Council. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit and 
Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee it 
feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit and 
Risk Committee Charter. 
The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Unconfirmed Minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting held 12 September 

2024 
2.  Chairperson's Biannual Report to Council - June 2024 to September 2024 
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12.5 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Bernadette Bensley - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendix 1-3 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Reconciliation Advisory Committee Minutes – 20 August 2024 
2. Intercultural Advisory Committee Minutes – 28 August 2024 
3. Safer City Advisory Committee Minutes – 29 August 2024 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the power 
to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 
Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2023/24 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 2 and 27 November 2023. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meeting detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   
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Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Reconciliation Advisory Committee Minutes 20 August 2024 
2.  Intercultural Advisory Committee Minutes 28 August 2024 
3.  Safer City Advisory Committee Minutes 29 August 2024 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and administrative 
actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated within Council’s 
recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the meeting and detailed 
in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a broad 
area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions are 
substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Reconciliation Advisory Committee Minutes dated 20 August 2024 
2.  Intercultural Advisory Committee Minutes dated 28 August 2024 
3.  Safer City Advisory Committee Minutes dated 29 August 2024 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports on external Committees and external Representative Bodies for which Councillors 
have been appointed by Council. 
Address from Councillors in relation to matters of civic leadership and community 
representation, including acknowledgement of community groups and individuals, 
information arising from internal Committees, advocacy on behalf of constituents and other 
topics of significance. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 932 (CR ABBOUSHI) - MOUNT ATKINSON TOWN CENTRE 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi  

 
I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 16 September 2024. 
 

MOTION: 
That following lack of progress on the Mount Atkinson town centre, Council writes to the relevant 
parties to represent the concerns of the Mount Atkinson community and request an update and 
assurances of plans and timing to secure the delivery of a future town centre. 

COUNCILLOR PREAMBLE: 

Mt Atkinson is a significant and emerging growth front within the Melton Growth Corridor. 

The strategic land use planning for this area continues to designate large areas of land for residential 
and industrial use in the corridor, including a future town centre at this location. 

Council will, in its role as the Responsible Authority, continue its commitment to approval of an Urban 
Design Framework (UDF) and development approvals required for the delivery of the town centre at 
Mt Atkinson, noting that it is the responsibility of the landowner to action plans to deliver the future 
town centre. 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 933 (CR ABBOUSHI) - ALL ABILITY PARTICIPATION IN 
COMMUNITY SPORT 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi  
 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of 
Council to be held on 16 September 2024. 
 

MOTION: 
That Council write to all State Sporting Associations including but not limited to Football Victoria, 
AFL Victoria, Cricket Victoria, Tennis Victoria, Rugby Victoria and all other sporting codes operating 
in the City of Melton outlining the importance of all ability participation in community sport and request 
the following: 

• Details of programs that encourage participation for people living with a disability to participate 
in community sport.  

• That where no programs are provided that specific leagues and competitions be established 
in their relevant sporting code to significantly increase access to those in our city with a 
disability and unable to participle in mainstream grassroots community level sports. 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 934 (CR CARLI) - PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AT HIGH-
TRAFFIC CROSSINGS 

Councillor: Lara Carli  
 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of 
Council to be held on Insert date  
 

MOTION: 
That Council: 
1. Requests Officers to explore the feasibility of installing handrails, such as U-bar handrails, at 

pedestrian refuge crossings throughout the City of Melton with a view to enhance support and 
safety for pedestrians navigating high-traffic roads. 

2. Request Officers provide a report to a briefing of Councillors outlining options and any costs 
associated with those options. 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 935 (CR MAJDLIK) - TRAFFIC LIGHTS AT LEAKES ROAD 
OFF-RAMP 

Councillor: Kathy Majdlik  
 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of 
Council to be held on 16 September 2024. 
 

MOTION: 
That Council request officers write to the relevant Minister and relevant local members of parliament 
(including upper and lower house members) to request:  
1. Funding for the signalisation of the Leakes Road off ramp in Rockbank at the next Victorian 

State Budget; and 
2. A temporary traffic management solution be put in place until such time that signalisation 

occurs in this area to ensure road users are safe. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 936 (CR MAJDLIK) - CAR PARKING AT ROCKBANK 
TRAIN STATION 

Councillor: Kathy Majdlik 
 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of 
Council to be held on 16 September 2024. 
 

MOTION: 
That Council write to the relevant Minister and relevant local Members of Parliament (including upper 
and lower house members) to: 
1. Reinforce the need to address the overflow of car parking at Rockbank Station as the current 

car park is unable to accommodate demand, and is over capacity with cars parking in adjacent 
land and residential areas; and  

2. Introduce new bus services aligned to Council’s Moving Melton transport modelling and other 
transport options to reduce the reliance of cars to access rail services.   

 

COUNCILLOR PREAMBLE: 
In July 2024 Council wrote to the relevant Minister regarding parking at train stations along the 
Melton line, requesting an urgent investigation into the provision of car parking at the Cobblebank, 
Rockbank and Caroline Springs train stations and for the Victorian Government to consider 
opportunities to increase car parking supply. The Minister for Public Transport responded on 4 
September advising that while there are no current plans to further expand car parking spaces at 
these stations, community feedback will help inform future planning on this part of the network. 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 SEPTEMBER 2024 

Page 161 

16. URGENT BUSINESS
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Technology Change Program - Horizon 1 - Delivery Partner Contract Award 

(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.2 Contract No. 24-022 - Civil Construction Panel - Works Order for Mt Cottrell Road 
and Westwood Drive Roundabout Construction 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 


	1. Opening Prayer and Reconciliation Statement
	2. Apologies and Leave of Absence
	3. Changes to the Order of Business
	4. Deputations
	5. Declaration of Any Pecuniary Interest, Other Interest or Conflict of Interest of Any Councillor
	6. Adoption and Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meetings
	7. Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors
	7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors

	8. Correspondence Inward
	8.1 Parliamentarian and Departmental Letters received by the Mayor

	9. Petitions and Joint Letters
	10. Resumption of Debate or Other Business Carried over from a Previous Meeting
	11. Public Question Time
	12. Presentation of Staff Reports
	12.1 Annual Financial Statements and Performance Statement 30 June 2024
	List of Appendices

	12.2 Response to Notice of Motion 875 (Cr Majdlik) - Kororoit Creek Active Transport Network
	List of Appendices

	12.3 Allocation of Sport and Recreation Facilities Policy
	List of Appendices

	12.4 Audit and Risk Committee Matters
	List of Appendices

	12.5 Advisory Committees of Council - Aggregated Meeting Minutes
	List of Appendices


	13. Reports from Delegates Appointed to Other Bodies and Councillor Representations and Acknowledgements
	14. Notices of Motion
	14.1 Notice of Motion 932 (Cr Abboushi) - Mount Atkinson Town Centre
	14.2 Notice of Motion 933 (Cr Abboushi) - All Ability Participation In Community Sport
	14.3 Notice of Motion 934 (Cr Carli) - Pedestrian Safety At High-Traffic Crossings
	14.4 Notice of Motion 935 (Cr Majdlik) - Traffic Lights At Leakes Road Off-Ramp
	14.5 Notice of Motion 936 (Cr Majdlik) - Car Parking at Rockbank Train Station

	15. Councillor’s Questions Without Notice
	16. Urgent Business
	17. Confidential Business
	18. Close of Business



