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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS,  

MELTON CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH STREET MELTON  
ON 27 MAY 2024 AT 7.00PM 

 
 
Present: Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 

Cr S Abboushi (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr L Carli  
Cr J Farrugia 
C G Kesic 
Cr S Ramsey  

 Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 

 
 
R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
P Leersen, Director Organisational Performance 
S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
E Keogh, Head of Governance 
M Merritt, Acting Manager City Strategy 
R Hodgson, Senior Coordinator Governance 
V Zdjelar, Governance Officer  
 

 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Majdlik opened the meeting at 7.04pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Cr Ramsey declared a general conflict of interest in Item 17.9 - Nomination of Intercultural 
Advisory Committee (IAC) for 2024. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 April 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Abboushi. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 April 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS  
  
 

 

• Monday 15 April 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 22 April 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 6 May 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 15 April 2024, 22 April 2024 and 6 
May 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 15 April 2024, 22 April 2024 and 6 
May 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 15 April 2024 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 22 April 2024 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 6 May 2024 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Level Crossing 
Removal Project 

• The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE – Melton TAFE Campus 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report: 

1. The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Level Crossing 
Removal Project 

2. The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE – Melton TAFE Campus 
 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Carli. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Level Crossing 
 Removal Project 
2. The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE – Melton TAFE Campus 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure - dated 5 April 

2024 
2.  The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE - dated 17 May 2024 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 
Nil.  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

10.1  SANCTION FOR INTERNAL ARBITRATION - SHANNON AND OTHERS & 
VANDENBERG (IAP 2023-11) 
Councillor Vandenberg delivered the following verbal apology to her fellow councillors in 
accordance with the Determination and Statement of Reasons for Decision of Internal 
Arbitration – Shannon and Others & Vandenberg (IAP 2023-11), dated 17 April 2024, 
which was received and noted at the 22 April 2024 Council Meeting: 

‘Following an application made by Councillors Shannon, Majdlik, Kesic, Ramsey, Turner, 
Abboushi, and Farrugia, for internal arbitration under the Local Government Act 2020 
(Vic), on the 17th of April 2024 an arbitrator found that my Facebook posts on the 29th of 
March 2023 breached Councillor standard of conduct 4.1.  

As a result, the arbitrator gave me a finding of misconduct as it brought discredit upon 
Council and my fellow Councillors. 

I sincerely apologise for bringing discredit upon Council and my fellow Councillors. I 
assure my fellow Councillors that I will strive not to bring discredit upon Council or my 
fellow Councillors in the future.  

I will continue to strive to work with them to make positive change within the municipality 
and to work together to build a positive and constructive discourse in relation to 
indigenous issues and all other community priorities.’   

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 16 

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Garrick Oates 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Given the 20km reduction in speed limit 
on Exford Road has proven ineffective at 
preventing highspeed vehicle accidents, 
I ask council if it will take fatalities, and 
how many, before Council approves 
budget to build the traffic roundabouts at 
Greenhill Road and Eynesbury Road on 
Exford Road that were agreed to in 
November 2012? 

Council’s Strategic Transport Team has 
modelled Melton’s road network to assess 
future upgrades.  
The modelling includes the delivery of a 
roundabout at Exford Road and 
Eynesbury Road will be required within 
the medium term, that is within the next 
five years.  
In relation to the intersection of Exford 
Road and Greenhill Road, the modelling 
indicates a roundabout will be required in 
the long term, that is beyond five years. 

Submitter: Garrick Oates 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Can Council please make public any 
reports about Council and council plans 
for enforcing environmental work within 
the 4 environmentally sensitive areas in 
Eynesbury? 

Council does not have any reports 
regarding the enforcement of 
environmental work within the 
environmental areas of Eynesbury.  
Council is investigating the 
implementation of Environmental 
Management Plan requirements within 
Eynesbury. 

Submitter: Radhiki Kohli 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Does Council have any plans to fix the 
Mount Cottrell dirt road next to Imaroo 
Circuit? 
 

Yes, the Unsealed Section of Mt Cottrell 
Road north of Unison Circuit, in Harmony 
Estate, is an active capital works project.  
The design for the project is complete with 
construction expected to commence later 
in 2024. 

Submitter: Adam Duggan 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What steps if any are Melton Council 
taking to resolve and control, the recent 
public violence seen in the shopping 
districts around Melton? 

Officers work with Victoria Police and a 
number of agencies to support on 
community safety issues, including youth 
crime.  
Council has a Safe City Advisory 
Committee that includes key stakeholders 
and community representatives from 
across the City to share information and 
work collaboratively on safety.  
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Submitter: Girish Khara 
Question Asked of Council Response 
With the problem of parking on 
commercial large vehicles in residential 
streets becoming untenable, how many 
patrolling visits and fines/notices issued 
were issued in Mt Atkinson (Truganina 
suburb) over last 1 year ? 

Council undertakes proactive patrols both 
during and after hours across the City of 
Melton in relation to illegal truck parking.  
Since 1 May 2023, 45 patrols of Mt 
Atkinson estate have been undertaken by 
Community Safety Officers which has 
resulted in 134 parking infringement 
notices being issued. 

 

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 7.16pm due to a technical difficulty. 
The Mayor resumed the meeting at 7.21pm. 

 

Submitter: Girish Khara 
Question Asked of Council Response 
As Mt Atkinson residents have to travel 
20-25kms to Hoppers Crossing to collect 
missed post, could the Mayor write a 
letter to Australia Post CEO and Board 
of Directors to make appropriate 
operational changes for minimising travel 
time to collect missed parcels or post 
and allow for collection from nearest post 
office in Caroline Springs instead? 

Council acknowledges that postal service 
operations are the responsibility of 
Australia Post.  
While any decisions with regard to a 
change of operations ultimately rests with 
Australia Post, Council officers will 
investigate the concerns outlined with 
regard to Mt Atkinson residents and 
determine any actions that can be taken. 

Cr Ramsey returned to the Chamber at 7.23pm. 

Submitter: Matthew Pearse 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Can Council provide an update as to 
what happens with unsightly properties 
failing to remove dumped rubbish? 

If Council deems a property 'Unslightly' 
due to rubbish under Council's General 
Local Law, Council can issue a Notice to 
Comply to request the property owner to 
remove the rubbish by a specified period 
of time.   
If a property owner fails to remove rubbish 
from their property within this period 
specified in a Notice to Comply, Officers 
will initiate further enforcement action 
which may include, issuing an 
infringement notice and/or have the 
rubbished removed by a contractor. 
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Submitter: Azra Lekovic 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What can council do to address smoke 
from wood heaters as a major health risk 
and source of air pollution within 
residential areas of Melton City? 

The use of wood heaters is not illegal in 
Victoria. 
Council’s Environmental Health Officers 
do provide residents with educational 
material on how to use them correctly to 
minimise smoke. 

Submitter: Arslan Tareen 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Is there a masterplan for a sporting 
precinct in Thornhill Park? 

The Thornhill Park Active Recreation 
Reserve Master plan is currently being 
developed with the community 
engagement component planned for June 
2024. 

Submitter: Arslan Tareen 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What is the timeframe for Shogaki Drive 
to be connected to Wiltshire Blvd in 
Thornhill Park? 

Land required for the extension of 
Shogaki Drive is under private ownership.  
Council is working with the landowner for 
the acquisition of the required land, noting 
that no timeframe is available at this 
stage. 

Submitter: Burnside Resident 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Why does council mow and maintain 
residents nature strips along Westwood 
drive but not all nature strips in it’s 
municipality? 

Westwood Drive is classified as a 
“collector road” and was constructed with 
a wide road reservation to enable future 
duplication of the carriageway.   
Road reserves of this nature are 
significantly larger than a typical 
residential nature strip and experience far 
greater volumes of traffic. On this basis 
these areas are included as part of 
Council's open space network and are 
maintained for amenity purposes. 
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Submitter: Burnside Resident 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What are councils procedures for 
addressing and responding to reports 
submitted via snap send solve? 

Snap Send Solve is a third-party app – 
and is not owned or managed by Council. 
Requests made to Snap Send Solve are 
sent to Council, are recorded and 
managed within Council's customer action 
request system.  
Council aims to manage all customer 
requests in accordance with our Customer 
Service Charter and Commitments, and 
our Complaints Management Policy. 
These are both available on our website. 

In accordance with Governance Rule 62.9, like questions have been grouped 
together and a single answer provided 
Questions Asked of Council Response 
Submitter: Christin Steudle 
As LXRP state governments Level 
Crossing Removal Project has confirmed 
there will be no pedestrian path on the 
new bridge as part of the level crossing 
removal at Old Calder Highway, Diggers 
Rest, is Council planning to construct a 
shared path, for pedestrians and 
cyclists? 
 
Submitter: Christin Steudle 
If a shared path is not constructed on the 
new bridge as part of the Old Calder 
Highway Diggers Rest level crossing 
removal, is Council planning to provide a 
safe access for pedestrians to cross the 
railway crossing and if so when? 
 
Submitter: Tracey Vella 
LXRP knew that the community wanted 
to use this path to walk why is it a bike 
path only? 
 
Submitter: Tracey Vella 
What is the council going to do to help 
the community of Diggers Rest to have 
this path change to duel path both bike 
and pedestrian? 

The Diggers Rest Level Crossing 
Removal at Old Calder Highway is a 
project of the Victorian Government, and 
delivered by the Level Crossing Removal 
Project team. 
Council advocated for adequate 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure 
throughout the design process, including 
the request for a path along the new 
bridge to be a shared path to allow for 
both pedestrians and cyclists. 
Council has no plans to construct a 
shared path at this location, but will 
continue to advocate to the Level 
Crossing Removal Project team for 
inclusion within the current project. 
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Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What infrastructure can the community 
expect in lieu of the substantial parcel of 
land which was donated by Stan Payne 
for community purpose and now 
acquired as part of the Calder Highway 
level crossing removal project? 

Council is continuing to advocate to the 
Level Crossing Removal Project team on 
the expectations of Council and the 
Diggers Rest Community. 

Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question Asked of Council Response 
In accordance with an article entitled 
“Dreaming of road safety” published May 
7, 2024 Melton & Moorabool Star 
Weekly, what is the view of Council in 
response to calls for unused Growth 
Areas Infrastructure Contributions 
(GAIC) being allocated toward additional 
safety treatments along Vineyard Road 
between Obeid Drive and Diggers Rest 
Coimadai Road? 

The decision on where Growth Areas 
Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) funds 
are allocated is the responsibility of the 
Victorian Government.  
Under the GAIC Funding Guidelines there 
is currently no opportunity to apply for 
road safety treatments. 
In the recent round of GAIC funding 
Council was successful in securing 
$940,000 for active transport connections 
along Vineyard Road in Diggers Rest. 
This project will complete a missing active 
transport connection along Vineyard Road 
for greater accessibility to Diggers Rest 
train station, schools, sports precincts, 
retail, and employment precincts within 
Diggers Rest. 

Submitter: Nitin Patel 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Would council support for a public 
secondary school for Diggers Rest? 

Council supports the prompt provision of 
new schools in the City of Melton, 
however, the provision of secondary 
schools is the responsibility of the 
Victorian Government. Council would 
support any decision by the Victorian 
Government to deliver new schools that 
improves education access for our 
growing community. 

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 21 

In accordance with Governance Rule 62.9, like questions have been grouped 
together and a single answer provided 
Questions Asked of Council Response 
Submitter: Pawan Kaur 
With State ministries confusing Mt 
Atkinson (presently located in Truganina) 
to be located in the suburb of the same 
name in the neighbouring council, what 
advice does the council have for resident 
advocates to avoid this confusion when 
they next meet ministers? 
 
Submitter: Manish Baisoya 
Can the council provide an update on 
the creation of Mt Atkinson suburb; as 
indicated in an answer to a public 
question in Dec, 23? 

There is no proposal to rename the 
suburb name Truganina to Mt Atkinson. 
Truganina has a land area and population 
commensurate to other larger suburbs of 
metropolitan Melbourne. 

In accordance with Governance Rule 62.9, like questions have been grouped 
together and a single answer provided 
Questions Asked of Council Response 
Submitter: Pawan Kaur 
Can the council advise if they can work 
with the developer to fast track 
completion timelines for Highline 
Boulevard and Kirkpatrick Boulevard 
intersection within next 12 months, as 
this will strengthen the upcoming 
budgetary submission on Public buses 
for Mt Atkinson and surrounding areas? 
 
Submitter: Shoaib Karamat 
Is there a plan to speed up the 
infrastructure works to complete the 
Highline Boulevard to connect 
Grandview and Mount Atkinson Estates 
for better connection between the two 
estates? 

Council is working with private developers 
to deliver the road infrastructure needed 
to complete the connection between 
Kirkpatrick Boulevard and Highline 
Boulevard in accordance with permit 
conditions specific to their respective 
developments. 

Submitter: Nitin Ahuja 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What are the timelines for planning and 
delivery of the remaining 2 sports 
reserves in the Mt Atkinson PSP (i.e. Mt 
Atkinson West & Mt Atkinson North 
sports reserves)? 

The Mt Atkinson West Sports Reserve in 
the Mt Atkinson Precinct Structure Plan is 
scheduled for masterplanning in 2029 for 
delivery in 2031. The Mt Atkinson North 
Sport Reserve is currently scheduled for 
masterplanning in 2032 for delivery in 
2035.  
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Submitter: Nitin Ahuja 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Could the council advise when was the 
last traffic volume analysis was 
undertaken for Hopkins Road and what 
was the outcome (volumes)? 

Hopkins Road is under the care and 
management of the Victorian 
Government's Department of Transport 
and Planning and therefore this enquiry 
would best be directed to the Department 
of Transport and Planning. 

Submitter: Manish Baisoya 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Can Council provide details about the 
type of business & plans for the 
Restricted Retail Premise with Food & 
drinks facilities which currently has a 
planning application for the address 1-59 
Greigs Road and 161 Hopkins Road? 

The planning permit application for the Mt 
Atkinson Hotel was approved by Council 
in 2020 and an extension of time to the 
permit was recently granted. The 
extension states that development must 
commence by May 2026 and be 
completed by May 2028.  
Council Officers are continuing to liaise 
with the applicant in relation to this 
development. 

Submitter: Jaksha Shah 
Question Asked of Council Response 
With 'Work from Home' emerging as the 
new norm with employment, what steps 
is the council taking to ensure residents 
have the necessary enabling 
infrastructure (i.e. Mobile and Broadband 
network) available in new estates? 

Whilst Council is not directly responsible 
for the provision of this infrastructure, 
officers work with service providers to 
locate and consider appropriate sites for 
future mobile network infrastructure.    

Submitter: Jaksha Shah 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Could the council mayor write a formal 
letter to their peer in Wyndham Council 
Mayor enquiring the rationale to not 
providing all necessary approvals for 
commencement of civil works on the 
much delayed Boundary road 
intersection signalisation upgrade where 
temporary lights have been in place 
since almost 4 years (September 2020)? 

Given Hopkins Road is an arterial road 
under the care and responsibility of the 
Victorian Government, Council continues 
to advocate to the Victorian Government 
for upgrades to Hopkins Road, including 
duplication between the Western Highway 
and Boundary Road, and the Hopkins 
Road/Boundary Road signalised 
intersection. 
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Submitter: Farhan Khan 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What is Council doing about the 
continuous delays in commencement of 
the 18 month long construction for Mt 
Atkinson East sports reserve? 

Council will continue to work in 
partnership with the developers to deliver 
the Mt Atkinson East Sports Reserve 
Project. The master planning and design 
stages have been developed in 
partnership with the developer.  

Submitter: Farhan Khan 
Question Asked of Council Response 
With the neighboring council setting new 
precedence in planning control, is the 
council working to proactively implement 
new planning controls to ensure new 
estates have essential 5G mobile and 
stable broadband infrastructure 
delivered? 

Council is not directly responsible for the 
provision of this infrastructure. Officers 
are working with service providers to 
locate and consider appropriate sites for 
future mobile network infrastructure.   
Council continues to advocate and work 
towards facilitating a solution for mobile 
network infrastructure within our 
municipality. 

In accordance with Governance Rule 62.9, like questions have been grouped 
together and a single answer provided 
Questions Asked of Council Response 
Submitter: Melanie Blackman 
Could the Mayor write a formal letter to 
the minister for public transport and the 
minister for roads and road safety to 
schedule an onsite visit of Hopkins Road 
next to Mt Atkinson for on the ground 
understanding and impact assessment 
where affected residents could also join? 
 
Submitter: Osama Usuf 
Could the mayor advise residents on the 
outcome of the council efforts to secure 
meeting with the minister for public 
transport and the minister for roads and 
road safety to discuss the urgency of 
Hopkins roads duplication? 

Council is seeking to secure meetings 
with the Minister for Roads and Road 
Safety and Minister for Transport 
Infrastructure. 

Submitter: Melanie Blackman 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Can the Mayor and Deputy Mayor advise 
when this meeting will be organised to 
discuss the identified list of pressing and 
important topics - given that Mt Atkinson 
residents requested it back on the 10th 
April. 

Resident enquiries from Mt Atkinson have 
been referred to Council officers, and 
Council officers have been attending 
meetings to discuss the topics raised. 
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Submitter: Ana Pisani 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Did council pay Cr Vandenberg’s legal 
fees, and if so what was the total cost 
including any payments? 

Councillors have the ability to access 
Council’s professional indemnity 
insurance coverage for legal costs, if a 
claim is brought against them. Cr 
Vandenberg’s legal costs have been 
covered by Council’s insurance, with 
Council being required to pay the initial 
$5,000 excess.  

Submitter: Tracey Evans 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Will Council explain why forgotten 
Australians is being included in 
discussions on your Reconciliation 
Advisory Committee? 

On 31 July 2023, Council resolved ‘that 
Council, in accordance with 
recommendation 37 of the Stolen 
Generations Reparations Steering 
Committee Report, work with the 
Reconciliation Advisory Committee to plan 
and establish a marker within the City of 
Melton to acknowledge and 
commemorate the Stolen Generations.’  
This project is a standing agenda item on 
Council’s Reconciliation Advisory 
Committee. Committee members at the 
26 March 2024 meeting discussed 
obtaining  further information regarding 
the relationship between Forgotten 
Australians and the Stolen Generations. 

Procedural Motion 
Crs Carli/Ramsey.  
That, pursuant to clause 62 of Council’s Governance Rules, Council increase Public 
Question Time by another 20 minutes. 
For:  Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, and 

Vandenberg. 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
Submitter: Tracey Evans 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Will Melton City Council uphold the rights 
of forgotten Australians to have their own 
marker? 

A Stolen Generation marker project is 
currently included in the Draft Council 
Budget for 2024/2025. The planning for 
this project will commence subject to the 
adoption of the draft budget. There are no 
other projects being considered by 
Council for the delivery of a separate 
marker to commemorate Forgotten 
Australians. 
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Submitter: Kate Williams 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Does Melton Council have a proactive 
waste prevention program like Hume 
council's (which has recently been in the 
news), or do you rely mainly on resident 
reports? 

Yes, Council has a dedicated Litter 
Prevention Team who are responsible for 
education and enforcement of relevant 
laws relating to illegally dumped rubbish 
and litter.  
The Litter Prevention Team is supported 
by a Dumped Rubbish Service to remove 
illegally dumped rubbish/litter from 
Council land when perpetrators can't be 
identified. 

Submitter: Kate Williams 
Question Asked of Council Response 
As it's been almost two years since the 
August 2022 public consultation on the 
“Dog off-lead strategy”, when will this 
report be made public? 

Council is committed to the preparation 
and implementation of a Dog Off Lead 
Strategy. The draft strategy developed in 
2023 is undergoing further review 
following feedback from Councillors via a 
Briefing of Councillors. The revised draft 
strategy will be presented at a future 
Council meeting in 2024 for Council to 
endorse the draft for the purposes of 
community consultation. 

Submitter: Rahul Purumandla 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What is the councils recommendation to 
the planning minister for the proposed 
development of a K-12 Islamic school in 
the Rockbank PSP? 

The Minister for Planning is the 
responsible authority for any primary 
school or secondary school with an 
estimated development cost of $3 million 
or greater. Council officers have received 
notification of this proposal, which is 
currently under review. 

Submitter: Rahul Purumandla 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Can the council advocate for an all-
inclusive independent private school 
given the near-zero Muslim population 
(as per 2021 ABS data) and acute 
schooling shortage in Rockbank? 

Council advocates for new schools within 
the City of Melton to meet the growing 
needs of the municipality, noting the 
provision of secondary schools is the 
responsibility of the Victorian 
Government.  
The provision of any independent schools 
would be a matter for independent school 
providers. 
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Submitter: Osama Usuf 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Could the council advise on the latest 
regarding the opening date in Jun’24 for 
the much-anticipated grand boulevard 
extension? 

These works are being delivered by 
developers and currently underway, with 
anticipated completion by the end of June. 
 
*Note: The above response is a correction to 
the verbal response provided at the meeting 
and has been provided for the purposes of the 
minutes. 

Submitter: Beer Chetan 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Could the council advise on the last 
date/instance of communication with the 
developers of the Mt Atkinson town 
centre as part of the ongoing planning 
phase. 

Council Officers have ongoing 
communication with the developers of Mt 
Atkinson, with the latest communication in 
May of 2024. 

Submitter: Beer Chetan 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Based on the lessons learned from 
significant delays in the planning delivery 
of Mt Atkinson East sports reserve, could 
the council confirm whether it will be the 
lead delivery agency for the remaining 
two proposed sports reserves. (Mt 
Atkinson West and Mt Atkinson North) in 
the PSP? 

Council at this stage has not determined 
the delivery methodology for both of these 
projects. 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

Cr Carli departed the Chamber at 7:43pm. 

12.1 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING PLAN 2021-2025, ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
2023/24, THIRD QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT 

Author: Bob Baker - Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide the third quarter update on the progressive achievement of the Council and Wellbeing 
Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 2023/24, Third Quarter Progress Report. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 
2023/24 Third Quarter Progress Report (1 July 2023 – 31 March 2024) as presented at  
Appendix 1. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Abboushi. 
That Council receive and note the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 
2023/24 Third Quarter Progress Report (1 July 2023 – 31 March 2024) as presented at  
Appendix 1..  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 is prepared in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 2020. The Plan is reviewed on an annual basis to adapt to the 
evolving needs of our growing community.  
Each year, Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the activities and initiatives 
that Council will work towards achieving, which respond to the strategic outcomes and 
strategies identified in the Council and Wellbeing Plan. This is aligned with the Council’s 
annual budget development process. 
The progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan is reported at the conclusion of each 
quarter of the financial year, with a final summary provided at the conclusion of each 
financial year and through the production of Council’s Annual Report.  
Appendix 1 provides detail on activity for the third quarter (1 July 2023 - 31 March 2024), in 
the progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan 2023/24. 
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2. Background/Issues 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan is Council’s primary vision and strategic planning document 
that establishes the direction Council has committed to for its 4-term of office. The Council 
and Wellbeing Plan contains objectives, strategies, and performance indicators. 
Each year Council provides a range of services, activities, and initiatives for the community. 
The key strategic activities and new initiatives are included in the development of an Annual 
Action Plan. 
The 2023/24 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan provides 62 actions that Council has 
committed to deliver. Council provides the community with quarterly progress reports that 
support Council’s commitment in providing transparency, through public access to relevant 
information, decision making and strategic documents. 
Appendix 1 provides a detailed summary on the status of each action in the Annual Action 
Plan 2023/24, inclusive of the period from 1 July 2023 - 31 March 2024. The areas with a 
stronger link to health and wellbeing are displayed with a heart icon ♥. 
During the quarter Council implemented a new reporting tool to better manage the annual 
actions. As a result, the detail summary report looks different and includes information about 
the percentage complete of each action, target, action progress comments and a traffic light 
symbol highlighting the target %. 
The following table provides a summary of progress against the actions. 

Status Description Number of 
actions 

Completed The Action has been completed 6 

On track At least 90% of the action target has been achieved 56 

Off Track Between 75% and 90% of the action target has been 
achieved 0 

Monitor Less than 75% of the action target has been 
achieved 0 

Total Actions 62 
 

Six actions have been completed to the end of the third quarter: 

• Delivery of an assertive outreach response initiative to people who are sleeping rough 
in our community. 

• Develop and improve the reach, impact, and accessibility of Council's Community 
Grants Program. 

• Invest in education and training opportunities for community sport, recreation, and 
leisure. 

• Plan, develop and deliver opportunities for increased provision of recreation and leisure 
opportunities. 

• Complete the Western Plains South Green Wedge Management Plan. 

• Utilise new technologies to collect and collate client and community feedback and data 
to improve services within Community Care and Active Living. 

The remaining 56 actions are on track to be completed in the final quarter of the year. 
Upon Council receipt of this update, the Progress Report will be published on Council’s 
website. 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Initiatives and activities delivered from the Annual Action Plan 2023/24 are contained within 
the Council approved 2023/24 Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The Council and Wellbeing 2021-2025 planning process was undertaken in response to the 
deliberative engagement requirements of the Local Government Act 2020. The process 
involved extensive consultation with stakeholders including the community, Council staff, 
government agencies, community organisations and private industry.  
Council also initiated a Community Panel to support the development of the Plan. This 
process resulted in the publication of the Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. 
The Annual Action Plan 2023/24 was prepared with internal consultation of Council staff and 
management. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Nil 

7. Options 
Nil 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 2023-24, Third Quarter 

Progress Report 
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Cr Carli returned to the Chamber at 7:47pm. 

12.2 MELTON PLANNING SCHEME REVIEW 2024 
Author: Timothy Blackie - Strategic Planner 

Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
For Council to consider the adoption of the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 
2024). 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) (Appendix 1) 
2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to provide a copy of the report and its 

recommendations to the Minister for Planning as required under the Planning and 
Environment Act (1987). 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) (Appendix 1) 
2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to provide a copy of the report and its 

recommendations to the Minister for Planning as required under the Planning and 
Environment Act (1987)..  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
A Planning Scheme Review is a regular process to improve the local Planning Scheme, 
required under the Planning and Environment Act (1987). Council Officers have undertaken 
a review in consultation with relevant Council departments and drafted the Melton Planning 
Scheme Review Final Report (Appendix 1).  
As part of the Planning Scheme Review, an independent planning consultant Schemology 
Pty Ltd has provided a peer review of the draft Report and identified potential improvements 
which have been taken into consideration in the final Report.  
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The review has identified the following key priority areas: Planning for Places, Housing and 
Settlement, Heritage, Climate Change and Environment, Discretionary Land Use Policy and 
Planning in the rural zones. 
The final Report is now presented to Council to consider its adoption. 

2. Background/Issues 
This is the first Planning Scheme Review since 2012, and the municipality is experiencing 
rapid growth with the total municipal population expected to grow to over 485,000 people by 
2051. A review is therefore needed to improve planning controls to address growth and 
improve land use and built form outcomes. The review identifies recommendations under the 
following groups: 

• Planning scheme recommendations 

• Further strategic work recommendations 

• Process improvement recommendations 

• Advocacy recommendations  

• Minister for Planning recommendations  
Further strategic work recommendations identify a work program for strategic planning 
projects that are required to improve the functionality of the planning scheme.      
Through the review, the key priority strategic work areas identified include: 

• Planning for Places 

These projects may include updating Precinct Structure Plans, additional revitalisation 
measures for town centres, and improving planning controls which relate to town 
centres. These projects will ensure a greater sense of place through improved design, 
safety, traffic management, diversity of land uses and walkability.  

• Housing and Settlement 
Projects will seek to enhance the emerging residential character and housing diversity 
within established areas. Projects may include a updating the House Smart 2014 and 
House Rules 2015 documents with new housing character policy. 

• Heritage 
Review and update of the existing heritage policies including Melton’s Thematic 
Environmental History and Melton Heritage Study (2007) and the Melton Heritage 
Strategy (2011). Updating these documents ensures that they reflect the state of 
existing buildings and allows for the inclusion of any additional places or structures 
which have come to light since the previous documents were prepared. It is also 
recommended that Council review the dry stone wall guidelines and create a policy to 
ensure their retention, protection and appropriate treatment.  

• Climate Change and Environment 
Creation of a policy which responds to climate to change to ensure that new buildings 
and places are built and planned in an energy efficient and environmentally responsive 
manner. This may include a municipal Biodiversity Strategy and an Environmentally 
Sensitive Design (ESD) policy for both new buildings and the subdivision of land. 
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• Discretionary Land Use Policies 
There are a number of land uses such as a medical centre or childcare centre which 
would require planning permits for the consideration of the land use and development. 
The report recommends the creation of discretionary land use policies for these types 
of developments which would guide where we’d like these uses to be located and set 
expectations around their design and form.  

• Planning in the rural zones 
This recommendation relates to the implementation of Green Wedge Management 
Plan   actions and review of the dated Farming and Green Wedge planning provisions 
to ensure they are adequately delivering and protect land for farming uses.  

Recent reviews of local policy content under the State government Smart Planning program, 
along with a previous Municipal Strategic Statement review, have ensured that most of the 
local policy content is already updated, and the improvements to existing local policy clauses 
identified in this review are relatively minor in nature.  
Following comprehensive research, detailed consultation with relevant parties, and peer 
review, the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report 2024 is ready to be considered for 
adoption by Council. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 

2.3 A City growing and developing sustainably. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Consideration will need to be given to implementation of the Report recommendations into 
the Planning Scheme that is required in future budgets. This will include resources and 
mandatory fees for the preparation of the planning scheme amendments. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council’s Strategic Planning Officers consulted with various other Council departments, the 
relevant State Government departments and agencies, local planning consultants and 
developers.  
Planning Departments 
Council’s Statutory Planners implement the Melton Planning Scheme through planning 
permit applications. Significant input into this Report was provided by that team, 37 issues, 
changes and ideas for further work were identified. Meetings were also held with Council’s 
Strategic Planning Officers, Urban design Officers, Heritage Advisor and Open Space 
Planners. 
State Government Departments and Agencies 
Officers from 20 different local referral authorities were contacted with an invitation to 
complete a short survey seeking their feedback. Three (3) authorities provided feedback, 
with one suggesting Buffer Area Overlays for high pressure gas pipelines, one highlighting 
changes to State environmental legislation and one seeking to be informed of any new 
changes that may impact them.  
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Registered Aboriginal Parties 
All three (3) Registered Aboriginal Parties were also contacted, with one submission 
received from the Wadawurrung, highlighting the importance of protecting environmental 
values of land around the Werribee River and Eynesbury and the release of their Country 
Plan. 
Neighbouring Councils 
All neighbouring Councils were consulted to gain feedback on common issues and impacts. 
Moorabool Shire Council provided a submission highlighting the need for cooperation in the 
Parwan border area. 
Other Stakeholders 
14 locally active planning consultants and developers were contacted with an invitation to 
complete a survey seeking their feedback for the Planning Scheme Review on any issues in 
the existing local content. One survey response was received, which provided the following 
feedback: 

• Additional Developer Contribution Plan (DCP) staff are requested to address delays.   

• Consider simpler and more efficient alternatives to Section 173 Agreements. 

• Other positive comments about Council’s processing of planning applications.  
It is noted that a Developer Contributions Plan (DCP) Coordinator has been appointed since 
this comment was received. The use of Section 173 agreements will be considered by 
separate work undertaken by City Growth and Development.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Should Council proceed with adoption of the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report 
(May 2024), potential risks include:  
1. An outdated planning scheme will limit Council’s ability to manage the growth of the 

municipality and delivery quality land use and development outcomes.  
2. Council would not meet its obligations under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 

which requires the preparation of regular reviews of the Melton Planning Scheme and 
the reporting of findings to the Minister for Planning.  

7. Options 
Council can resolve to either:  
1.  Adopt the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) and authorise 

officers to provide a copy to the Minister for Planning.  
2.  Not adopt the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) and 

undertake further reviews. 
 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) 
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Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 7:48pm. 

12.3 FINANCE REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 
Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 

Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the 2023/2024 Finance Report for the nine months ended 31 March 2024. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the 2023/2024 Finance Report for the nine months ended 31 March 2024, 
contained at Appendix 1. 
 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Shannon. 
That Council note the 2023/2024 Finance Report for the nine months ended 31 March 2024, 
contained at Appendix 1.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon and Turner 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the relevant and timely financial 
information in accordance with Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020, that compares 
actuals for the nine months ending 31 March 2024 and the approved budget for the same 
period as is detailed in Appendix 1. 

2. Background/Issues 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
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A quarterly budget report (Appendix 1), must include; 

• a comparison of the actual and budgeted results to date;  

• an explanation of any material variations; and 

• any other matters prescribed by the regulations. 
The Audit and Risk Committee reviewed and noted the March 2024 quarter financial report 
on 9 May 2024 with no changes required following that review. 
Council remains in a financially positive position that sets up Council for the remainder of the 
financial year to pay for and deliver the services and capital investment the community 
needs. 
Council’s Financial Management reporting process is to thoroughly analyse each month the 
key revenue and expenditure items that result in material variance when compared against 
the budget and to forecast quarterly the year end expectation, considering knowledge of 
operations, current trends and changes in external factors. 
Whilst the financial report presented at Appendix 1 is prepared in accordance with 
Australian Accounting Standards, they contain developer contribution and capital grant 
revenue items that are common in a growth Council which are received in the current 
financial year to build future facilities like childcare & community centres, roads, ovals, parks 
and open spaces. Most of this money can only be used for these purposes.  
As a result, these developer and capital grant revenue transactions distort the ‘true’ 
underlying financial performance and cash surplus position of Council within the current 
financial year. 
Table 1 below provides a management accounting summary of the financial performance for 
the nine months ending 31 March 2024 which removes all developer contributions and 
capital grant revenue items relating to the growth of the region to report the adjusted 
operating surplus which better reflects the underlying financial performance of Council. 
 
Table 1: Adjusted Operating Surplus – Year ended 31 March 2024 

 
 
Council’s adjusted operating result as at 31 March 2024 was a surplus of $63.9 million 
compared to a budget of $56.5 million which is favourable to budget. This favourable 
variance is attributable to higher than anticipated interest income as a result of improved 
term deposit rates, and savings in employee costs due to unfilled vacancies, partially offset 
by an increase in material costs from agency staff used to backfill these vacancies.  
The capital expenditure as at 31 March 2024 was $61.7 million. 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council notes the operating surplus for the nine months ended 31 March 2024 and other 
financial matters outlined in Appendix 1. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
N/A 

6. Risk Analysis 
The financial report (Appendix 1), provides transparency over the financial performance of 
Council and will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative requirements. 

7. Options 
The Council can: 
1. Note the report as per the recommendation. 
2. Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Finance Report 31 March 2024 
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Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber and Cr Kesic departed the Chamber at 7:52pm. 

12.4 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Senior Coordinator Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To report to Council on the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee as required by the Local 
Government Act 2020. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 9 May 2024, 
 provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
 within the minutes. 
3.  Note the report from the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, for the period 
 October 2023 – May 2024, provided as Appendix 2 to this report. 
 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Carli. 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 9 May 2024, 
 provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
 within the minutes. 
3.  Note the report from the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, for the period 
 October 2023 – May 2024, provided as Appendix 2 to this report.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 9 May 2024 are appended to 
this report as Appendix 1.  
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 
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The Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, Mr Jeff Rigby, has provided a biannual 
report on the activities of the Committee to cover the period October 2023 – May 2024, 
provided as Appendix 2. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance 
reporting, Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and 
oversee the internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
Additionally, section 54 (4) of the Local Government Act 2020 requires a biannual report that 
describes the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee, including its findings and 
recommendations to be presented to Council. 
The attached report (Appendix 2) provided by the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk 
Committee, satisfies the requirements for the presentation of biannual reports to Council. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit 
and Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee 
it feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit 
and Risk Committee Charter. 
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The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Confirmed Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 9 May 2024 
2.  Audit and Risk Committee Biannual Report to Council, October 2023 - May 2024 
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12.5 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Vanja Zdjelar - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 – 6 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Reconciliation Advisory Committee – 26 March 2024 
2. Disability Advisory Committee – 4 April 2024 
3. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee – 11 April 2024 
4. Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee – 16 April 2024 
5. Youth Advisory Committee – 16 April 2024 
6. Policy Review Panel – 2 May 2024  
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 – 6 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Reconciliation Advisory Committee – 26 March 2024 
2. Disability Advisory Committee – 4 April 2024 
3. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee – 11 April 2024 
4. Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee – 16 April 2024 
5. Youth Advisory Committee – 16 April 2024 
6. Policy Review Panel – 2 May 2024.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil. 

CARRIED 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2023/24 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 2 and 27 November 2023. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Reconciliation Advisory Committee 26 March 2024 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee 04 April 2024 
3.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 11 April 2024 
4.  Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee 16 April 2024 
5.  Youth Advisory Committee 16 April 2024 
6.  Policy Review Panel  02 May 2024 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council.  
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Operational expenses and administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee 
meeting are accommodated within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested 
within the minutes of the meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for 
consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Cr Kesic returned to the Chamber and Cr Farrugia departed the Chamber at 7:56pm. 
Cr Farrugia returned to the Chamber at 7:57pm. 
Reports received from Crs Abboushi, Carli, Ramsey, Vandenberg, Kesic, Shannon, 
Farrugia, Turner and Mayor Majdlik. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 917 (CR SHANNON) MEN'S SHED SUPPORT 
Councillor: Julie Shannon 

 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council, following consultation with Men’s Shed participants in our municipality and the 
Victorian Men’s Shed Association, promote the value and benefit of Men’s Sheds to the City of 
Melton including the opportunity for other Councils and stakeholders to visit our Men’s Shed and 
see how it positively engages our community. 
 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Abboushi. 
That Council, following consultation with Men’s Shed participants in our municipality and the 
Victorian Men’s Shed Association, promote the value and benefit of Men’s Sheds to the City of 
Melton including the opportunity for other Councils and stakeholders to visit our Men’s Shed and 
see how it positively engages our community.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 918 (CR RAMSEY) PASSING OF BARRY LESLIE, OAM 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey  

 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council acknowledge the sad passing of former City of Melton Citizen of the Year, Barry 
Leslie OAM, and send a letter under Council Seal to his family recognising his service to the 
community, particularly through serving as the Principal of Coburn Primary School, his service to 
the Australian Red Cross, and a range of community groups in the municipality. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Turner. 
That Council acknowledge the sad passing of former City of Melton Citizen of the Year, Barry 
Leslie OAM, and send a letter under Seal to his family recognising his service to the community, 
particularly through serving as teacher, Principal and Vice Principal of Coburn Primary School and 
West Melton Primary School, and his service to the Australian Red Cross, and a range of 
community groups in the municipality.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 919 (CR ABBOUSHI) CAROLINE SPRINGS OUTDOOR 

DINING SAFETY 
 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

NOTICE: 
 
That Council Officers: 
1. Undertake a comprehensive investigation of potential measures aimed at enhancing the 

safety of outdoor dining areas in relation to vehicle traffic along Caroline Springs Boulevard 
between College Street and Lake Street. These measures may encompass, among other 
possibilities, the installation of safety bollards and the deployment of additional traffic and 
pedestrian safety infrastructure.  

2. Present the outcomes of the investigation of potential measures aimed at enhancing the 
safety of outdoor dining areas in relation to vehicle traffic along Caroline Springs Boulevard 
between College Street and Lake Street to a future Briefing of Councillors.  

 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council Officers: 
1. Undertake a comprehensive investigation of potential measures aimed at enhancing the 

safety of outdoor dining areas in relation to vehicle traffic along Caroline Springs Boulevard 
between College Street and Lake Street. These measures may encompass, among other 
possibilities, the installation of safety bollards and the deployment of additional traffic and 
pedestrian safety infrastructure.  

2. Present the outcomes of the investigation of potential measures aimed at enhancing the 
safety of outdoor dining areas in relation to vehicle traffic along Caroline Springs Boulevard 
between College Street and Lake Street to a future Briefing of Councillors.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Shannon and Cr Abboushi departed the Chamber at 8:33pm 

15.1 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Kesic 
Could you please provide an update on the progress of addressing issues related to road 
repairs and duplications, specifically the following projects:  
1. Western Freeway 
2. Melton Keilor Highway 
3. Westwood Drive – Palmers Road Corridor 
4. Taylors Road  

 
15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Kesic 
I would like the update on the construction of Melton Hospital, has any ground work 
commenced or are we still waiting? 
 

 
15.3 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Farrugia 
Could officers please provide clarification regarding the raised bicycle path on the 
proposed road bridge on the Old Calder Highway at Digger’s Rest, in particular is this 
path future proofed to allow for both bicycle and pedestrian access as Digger’s Rest 
expands? 
 

Cr Shannon returned to the Chamber at 8:36pm. 
Cr Abboushi returned to the Chamber at 8:37pm. 
 
15.4 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Farrugia 
Due to the recent increase in crime incidences across the municipality, are we in a 
position to write to the relevant Minister in relation to a potential of increasing policing 
numbers or asking for some reinforcements in regards to that matter? 
 

 
15.5 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Turner 
Could we please have an update on expected completion dates for the removal of the 
four rail crossings in the City of Melton at Coburns and Station Road, Ferris and Hopkins 
Road? 
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15.6 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Turner 
Is there any timeline on how long it will be before the actual paths to the school will be 
finished regarding the urbanisation works on Bulmans Road? 
 

 
15.7 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
The Victorian government has now announced that both level crossing removals will be 
single lane in each direction and have released designs for community consultation. Will 
the planned level crossing removal at Ferris Road be future proofed to accommodate two 
lanes in each direction, and is there a timeframe for when this will happen, and will 
Council make a submission on the planned designs? 
 

 
15.8 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
Can we explore the GAIC funding to have Ferris Road duplicated and the bridge 
widened? 
 

 
15.9 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Abboushi 
I’d like to know, based on recent meetings with officers with the Member for Kororoit, 
Luba Grigorovitch MP, whether there’s been any discussions or timelines given for the 
upgrade and duplication of Westwood Drive? 
 

 
15.10 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Abboushi 
Can we find out and Councillors be advised via eNews on what dates the State 
government is scheduling for the upgrade and duplication of Westwood Drive? 
 

16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Contract No. 24-005 - Rockbank East Children's and Community Centre - Design 

Consultancy Services 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.2 Contract No. 24-015 - Parks Development Program 2023-2024 - Update 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Contract No. 24-022 - Civil Construction Panel 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Contract No. 24-044 - Managed Service Provider 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(a) as it relates to Council business 
information, being information that would prejudice the Council's position in commercial 
negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 Contract No. 24-017 - Provision of Telecommunication Services - TPAMS to VTS 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.6 Contract No. 24-041 - AV Technology Upgrade of Meeting Rooms 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(a) as it relates to Council business 
information, being information that would prejudice the Council's position in commercial 
negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.7 Aintree Childrens & Community Centre - Revised Report 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
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17.8 Nomination of Disability Advisory Committee Representative June 2024-December 
2024 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(l) as it relates to information that was 
confidential information for the purposes of section 77 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

17.9 Nomination of Intercultural Advisory Committee (IAC) for 2024 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(f) as it relates to personal information, 
being information which if released would result in the unreasonable disclosure of 
information about any person or their personal affairs.  

 
 

Procedural Motion 
Crs Turner/Carli. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Contract No. 24-005 - Rockbank East Children's and Community Centre - Design 

Consultancy Services 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.2 Contract No. 24-015 - Parks Development Program 2023-2024 - Update 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Contract No. 24-022 - Civil Construction Panel 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Contract No. 24-044 - Managed Service Provider 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(a) as it relates to Council business 
information, being information that would prejudice the Council's position in commercial 
negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 Contract No. 24-017 - Provision of Telecommunication Services - TPAMS to VTS 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
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17.6 Contract No. 24-041 - AV Technology Upgrade of Meeting Rooms 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(a) as it relates to Council business 
information, being information that would prejudice the Council's position in commercial 
negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.7 Aintree Childrens & Community Centre - Revised Report 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
 

17.8 Nomination of Disability Advisory Committee Representative June 2024-December 
2024 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(l) as it relates to information that was 
confidential information for the purposes of section 77 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

17.9 Nomination of Intercultural Advisory Committee (IAC) for 2024 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(f) as it relates to personal information, 
being information which if released would result in the unreasonable disclosure of 
information about any person or their personal affairs.  
 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9:04pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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	13. Reports From Delegates Appointed To Other Bodies and Councillor Representations and Acknowledgements
	Cr Kesic returned to the Chamber and Cr Farrugia departed the Chamber at 7:56pm.
	Cr Farrugia returned to the Chamber at 7:57pm.
	Reports received from Crs Abboushi, Carli, Ramsey, Vandenberg, Kesic, Shannon, Farrugia, Turner and Mayor Majdlik.

	14. Notices of Motion
	14.1 Notice of Motion 917 (Cr Shannon) Men's Shed Support
	14.2 Notice of Motion 918 (Cr Ramsey) Passing of Barry Leslie, OAM
	14.3 Notice of Motion 919 (Cr Abboushi) Caroline Springs Outdoor Dining Safety
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	Nil.
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	Key stakeholders were consulted in order to determine the user requirements. Information collected through this consultation was used to develop the tender specifications.
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	17.4 Contract No. 24-044 - Managed Service Provider
	Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 8:57pm.
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	Key stakeholders were consulted to determine the user and technical requirements with the information used to develop the RFQ specifications.
	Gartner, as Council’s independent IT advisory service, also provided inputs into the proposed service model.
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	Key stakeholders were consulted to determine the business requirements. This included the Library and Learning (library) and Facility Activation (community centres) and Executive Leadership Team (meeting room) to determine user requirements.
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	17.7 Aintree Childrens & Community Centre - Revised Report
	Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 9:00pm.
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	There is no financial consideration for Council in considering this report.
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