
 

Page 1 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Meeting of the 

Melton City Council will be held in the  
Council Chambers, Melton Civic Centre,  

232 High Street Melton on  
27 May 2024 at 7.00pm. 

 
 

THIS AGENDA CONTAINS REPORTS TO BE DEALT 
WITH AT A CLOSED MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 
  

 

Roslyn Wai 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 
 

Page 2 

Visitors to the Gallery please note: 
Proceedings at Council meetings are controlled by the Chairperson. The Chairperson is 
empowered to enforce the provision of Council’s Governance Rules, which includes the 
following aspects: 

• Members of the public do not have a right to address Council and may only do so 
with the consent of the Chair or by prior arrangement.  

• Any member of the public addressing Council must extend due courtesy and respect 
to Council and the processes under which it operates and must take direction from 
the Chair whenever called on to do so. 

• A member of the public present at a Council meeting must not disrupt the meeting. 

• The Chair may order and cause the removal of any person, other than a Councillor, 
who disrupts any meeting or fails to comply with a direction given under sub-Rule 
79.2. 

• If the Chair is of the opinion that disorder at the Council table or in the gallery makes 
it desirable to adjourn the Council meeting, he or she may adjourn the meeting to a 
later time on the same day or to some later day as he or she thinks proper. 

• The Chair may ask the Chief Executive Officer or a member of the Victoria Police to 
remove from the Chamber any person who acts in breach of the Governance Rules 
and whom the Chair has ordered to be removed from the gallery under Rule 80. 

• Members of the public in the gallery must not operate recording equipment at a 
Council or Committee Meeting without the prior written consent of Council.  

• Question time is available at every Scheduled Meeting to enable members of the 
public to address questions to Council. All questions must be received by the Chief 
Executive Officer or other person nominated for this purpose no later than 10am on 
the day of the Scheduled Meeting by submitting questions into the receptacle 
designated for public questions at the Customer Service Desk, or via electronic 
medium as per Council website directions. 

A person must not submit more than two (2) individual questions at a meeting, 
inclusive of all parts and variants as interpreted by the Chairperson or other person 
authorised for this purpose by the Chairperson. 

 
 

 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 3 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND  RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 7 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 8 

3. CHANGE TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 9 

4. DEPUTATIONS 10 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 11 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS 12 

7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 13 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 13  

8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 17 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE 
MAYOR 17  

9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 21  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED OVER FROM A 
PREVIOUS MEETING 22  

 10.1 SANCTION FOR INTERNAL ARBITRATION - SHANNON AND OTHERS  
& VANDENBERG (IAP 2023-11) 22 

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 23 
  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 4 

12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 24 

12.1 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING PLAN 2021-2025, ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
2023/24, THIRD QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT 24 
To provide the third quarter update on the progressive achievement 
of the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 
2023/24, Third Quarter Progress Report.  

12.2 MELTON PLANNING SCHEME REVIEW 2024 51 
For Council to consider the adoption of the Melton Planning Scheme 
Review Final Report (May 2024).  

12.3 FINANCE REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 112 
To present the 2023/2024 Finance Report for the nine months ended 
31 March 2024.  

12.4 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 132 
To report to Council on the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee 
as required by the Local Government Act 2020.  

12.5 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING 
MINUTES 157 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings 
yet to be considered by Council.  

13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 213 

14. NOTICES OF MOTION 214 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 917 (CR SHANNON) MEN'S SHED SUPPORT 214 

14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 918 (CR RAMSEY) PASSING OF BARRY LESLIE, 
OAM 215 

14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 919 (CR ABBOUSHI) CAROLINE SPRINGS 
OUTDOOR DINING SAFETY 216  

15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 217 

16. URGENT BUSINESS 218 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 5 

17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 219 

17.1 CONTRACT NO. 24-005 - ROCKBANK EAST CHILDREN'S AND 
COMMUNITY CENTRE - DESIGN CONSULTANCY SERVICES 220 
To seek Council’s approval for the award of Contract No. 24-005 – 
Rockbank East Children’s and Community Centre - Design 
Consultancy Services.  
 

17.2 CONTRACT NO. 24-015 - PARKS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 2023-2024 
- UPDATE 227 
To provide an update to Council on Contract No. 24-015 – Parks 
Development Program 2023-2024.  

17.3 CONTRACT NO. 24-022 - CIVIL CONSTRUCTION PANEL 231 
To seek Council’s approval for the award of Contract No. 24-022 - 
Civil Construction Panel, for three (3) years with an option for a 
further term of one (1) year at Council’s discretion.  

17.4 CONTRACT NO. 24-044 - MANAGED SERVICE PROVIDER 238 
To seek Council’s approval for the award of Contract No. 24-044 - 
Provision and Support for Azure Cloud Management, Microsoft 365 
(M365) Management, Information Security Management and MS 
InTune Device Management.  

17.5 CONTRACT NO. 24-017 - PROVISION OF TELECOMMUNICATION 
SERVICES - TPAMS TO VTS 245 
To seek Council’s approval for the award of Contract No. 24-017 - 
Provision of Telecommunications Services.  

17.6 CONTRACT NO. 24-041 - AV TECHNOLOGY UPGRADE OF MEETING 
ROOMS 252 
To seek Council’s approval for the award of Contract No. 24-041 - 
Audio-Visual Technology upgrade of meeting rooms.  

17.7 AINTREE CHILDRENS & COMMUNITY CENTRE - REVISED REPORT 258 
To seek Council’s approval for the partnering delivery model for the 
construction and delivery of the Aintree Children’s and Community 
Centre (“the project”).  

17.8 NOMINATION OF DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE 
JUNE 2024-DECEMBER 2024 262 
To seek Council endorsement to appoint two applicants to the current 
vacant positions on the Disability Advisory Committee June 2024 – 
December 2024.  
 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 6 

17.9 NOMINATION OF INTERCULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (IAC) FOR 
2024 267 
To seek Council’s approval for the proposed member nominations to 
the Intercultural Advisory Committee (IAC).  

18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 280 
 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 7 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Chairperson will read the opening prayer and reconciliation statement. 
Prayer 
‘Almighty God we humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessing upon this Council, direct 
and prosper its deliberations to the advancement of Thy glory and the welfare of the people 
whom we serve – Amen.’ 
Reconciliation Statement 
Melton City Council acknowledges that the land it now occupies has a history that began 
with the Indigenous occupants, the Kulin Nation. Council pays its respects to the Kulin 
Nation people and their Elders and descendants past and present. 
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2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The Chairperson will call for any apologies received from any Councillors who are unable 
to attend this meeting. 
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3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS  
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4. DEPUTATIONS  
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Pursuant to Part 6, Division 2 of the Local Government Act 2020 and Council’s Governance 
Rules, Councillors must declare any General Conflict of Interest or Material Conflict of 
Interest they have in any of the matters being considered at this meeting. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 April 2024 be confirmed as a true and correct 
record. 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS  
  
 

 

• Monday 15 April 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 22 April 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 6 May 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 15 April 2024, 22 April 2024 and 6 
May 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 15 April 2024 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 22 April 2024 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 6 May 2024 
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Appendix 1 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 15 April 2024 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Level Crossing 
Removal Project 

• The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE – Melton TAFE Campus 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report: 

1. The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Level Crossing Removal 
Project 

2. The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE – Melton TAFE Campus 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure - dated 5 April 

2024 
2.  The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE - dated 17 May 2024 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 
Item 8.1 Parliamentarian and Departmental Letters received by the Mayor 
Appendix 1 The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure - dated 5 April 2024 

 
 

Page 18 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 
Item 8.1 Parliamentarian and Departmental Letters received by the Mayor 
Appendix 1 The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure - dated 5 April 2024 

 
 

Page 19 

 



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 
Item 8.1 Parliamentarian and Departmental Letters received by the Mayor 
Appendix 2 The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE - dated 17 May 2024 

 
 

Page 20 

  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 21 

9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

The Chief Executive will table any petitions and/or joint letters received prior to this meeting.  
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10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

10.1  SANCTION FOR INTERNAL ARBITRATION - SHANNON AND OTHERS & 
VANDENBERG (IAP 2023-11) 
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11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING PLAN 2021-2025, ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
2023/24, THIRD QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT 

Author: Bob Baker - Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide the third quarter update on the progressive achievement of the Council and Wellbeing 
Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 2023/24, Third Quarter Progress Report. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 
2023/24 Third Quarter Progress Report (1 July 2023 – 31 March 2024) as presented at  
Appendix 1. 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 is prepared in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 2020. The Plan is reviewed on an annual basis to adapt to the evolving 
needs of our growing community.  
Each year, Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the activities and initiatives that 
Council will work towards achieving, which respond to the strategic outcomes and strategies 
identified in the Council and Wellbeing Plan. This is aligned with the Council’s annual budget 
development process. 
The progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan is reported at the conclusion of each 
quarter of the financial year, with a final summary provided at the conclusion of each financial 
year and through the production of Council’s Annual Report.  
Appendix 1 provides detail on activity for the third quarter (1 July 2023 - 31 March 2024), in 
the progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan 2023/24. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan is Council’s primary vision and strategic planning document 
that establishes the direction Council has committed to for its 4-term of office. The Council and 
Wellbeing Plan contains objectives, strategies, and performance indicators. 
Each year Council provides a range of services, activities, and initiatives for the community. 
The key strategic activities and new initiatives are included in the development of an Annual 
Action Plan. 
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The 2023/24 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan provides 62 actions that Council has 
committed to deliver. Council provides the community with quarterly progress reports that 
support Council’s commitment in providing transparency, through public access to relevant 
information, decision making and strategic documents. 
Appendix 1 provides a detailed summary on the status of each action in the Annual Action 
Plan 2023/24, inclusive of the period from 1 July 2023 - 31 March 2024. The areas with a 
stronger link to health and wellbeing are displayed with a heart icon ♥. 
During the quarter Council implemented a new reporting tool to better manage the annual 
actions. As a result, the detail summary report looks different and includes information about 
the percentage complete of each action, target, action progress comments and a traffic light 
symbol highlighting the target %. 
The following table provides a summary of progress against the actions. 

Status Description Number of 
actions 

Completed The Action has been completed 6 

On track At least 90% of the action target has been achieved 56 

Off Track Between 75% and 90% of the action target has been 
achieved 0 

Monitor Less than 75% of the action target has been achieved 0 

Total Actions 62 
 

Six actions have been completed to the end of the third quarter: 

• Delivery of an assertive outreach response initiative to people who are sleeping rough in 
our community. 

• Develop and improve the reach, impact, and accessibility of Council's Community Grants 
Program. 

• Invest in education and training opportunities for community sport, recreation, and 
leisure. 

• Plan, develop and deliver opportunities for increased provision of recreation and leisure 
opportunities. 

• Complete the Western Plains South Green Wedge Management Plan. 

• Utilise new technologies to collect and collate client and community feedback and data 
to improve services within Community Care and Active Living. 

The remaining 56 actions are on track to be completed in the final quarter of the year. 
Upon Council receipt of this update, the Progress Report will be published on Council’s 
website. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
Initiatives and activities delivered from the Annual Action Plan 2023/24 are contained within 
the Council approved 2023/24 Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The Council and Wellbeing 2021-2025 planning process was undertaken in response to the 
deliberative engagement requirements of the Local Government Act 2020. The process 
involved extensive consultation with stakeholders including the community, Council staff, 
government agencies, community organisations and private industry.  
Council also initiated a Community Panel to support the development of the Plan. This process 
resulted in the publication of the Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. The 
Annual Action Plan 2023/24 was prepared with internal consultation of Council staff and 
management. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Nil 

7. Options 
Nil 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 2023-24, Third Quarter 

Progress Report 
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12.2 MELTON PLANNING SCHEME REVIEW 2024 
Author: Timothy Blackie - Strategic Planner 

Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
For Council to consider the adoption of the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 
2024). 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) (Appendix 1). 
2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to provide a copy of the report and its 

recommendations to the Minister for Planning as required under the Planning and 
Environment Act (1987). 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
A Planning Scheme Review is a regular process to improve the local Planning Scheme, 
required under the Planning and Environment Act (1987). Council Officers have undertaken a 
review in consultation with relevant Council departments and drafted the Melton Planning 
Scheme Review Final Report (Appendix 1).  
As part of the Planning Scheme Review, an independent planning consultant Schemology Pty 
Ltd has provided a peer review of the draft Report and identified potential improvements which 
have been taken into consideration in the final Report.  
The review has identified the following key priority areas: Planning for Places, Housing and 
Settlement, Heritage, Climate Change and Environment, Discretionary Land Use Policy and 
Planning in the rural zones. 
The final Report is now presented to Council to consider its adoption. 

2. Background/Issues 
This is the first Planning Scheme Review since 2012, and the municipality is experiencing 
rapid growth with the total municipal population expected to grow to over 485,000 people by 
2051. A review is therefore needed to improve planning controls to address growth and 
improve land use and built form outcomes. The review identifies recommendations under the 
following groups: 

• Planning scheme recommendations 

• Further strategic work recommendations 

• Process improvement recommendations 

• Advocacy recommendations  

• Minister for Planning recommendations  
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Further strategic work recommendations identify a work program for strategic planning projects 
that are required to improve the functionality of the planning scheme.      
Through the review, the key priority strategic work areas identified include: 

• Planning for Places 
These projects may include updating Precinct Structure Plans, additional revitalisation 
measures for town centres, and improving planning controls which relate to town centres. 
These projects will ensure a greater sense of place through improved design, safety, 
traffic management, diversity of land uses and walkability.  

• Housing and Settlement 
Projects will seek to enhance the emerging residential character and housing diversity 
within established areas. Projects may include a updating the House Smart 2014 and 
House Rules 2015 documents with new housing character policy. 

• Heritage 
Review and update of the existing heritage policies including Melton’s Thematic 
Environmental History and Melton Heritage Study (2007) and the Melton Heritage 
Strategy (2011). Updating these documents ensures that they reflect the state of existing 
buildings and allows for the inclusion of any additional places or structures which have 
come to light since the previous documents were prepared. It is also recommended that 
Council review the dry stone wall guidelines and create a policy to ensure their retention, 
protection and appropriate treatment.  

• Climate Change and Environment 
Creation of a policy which responds to climate to change to ensure that new buildings 
and places are built and planned in an energy efficient and environmentally responsive 
manner. This may include a municipal Biodiversity Strategy and an Environmentally 
Sensitive Design (ESD) policy for both new buildings and the subdivision of land. 

• Discretionary Land Use Policies 
There are a number of land uses such as a medical centre or childcare centre which 
would require planning permits for the consideration of the land use and development. 
The report recommends the creation of discretionary land use policies for these types of 
developments which would guide where we’d like these uses to be located and set 
expectations around their design and form.  

• Planning in the rural zones 
This recommendation relates to the implementation of Green Wedge Management Plan   
actions and review of the dated Farming and Green Wedge planning provisions to 
ensure they are adequately delivering and protect land for farming uses.  

Recent reviews of local policy content under the State government Smart Planning program, 
along with a previous Municipal Strategic Statement review, have ensured that most of the 
local policy content is already updated, and the improvements to existing local policy clauses 
identified in this review are relatively minor in nature.  
Following comprehensive research, detailed consultation with relevant parties, and peer 
review, the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report 2024 is ready to be considered for 
adoption by Council. 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 

2.3 A City growing and developing sustainably. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Consideration will need to be given to implementation of the Report recommendations into the 
Planning Scheme that is required in future budgets. This will include resources and mandatory 
fees for the preparation of the planning scheme amendments. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council’s Strategic Planning Officers consulted with various other Council departments, the 
relevant State Government departments and agencies, local planning consultants and 
developers.  
Planning Departments 
Council’s Statutory Planners implement the Melton Planning Scheme through planning permit 
applications. Significant input into this Report was provided by that team, 37 issues, changes 
and ideas for further work were identified. Meetings were also held with Council’s Strategic 
Planning Officers, Urban design Officers, Heritage Advisor and Open Space Planners. 
State Government Departments and Agencies 
Officers from 20 different local referral authorities were contacted with an invitation to complete 
a short survey seeking their feedback. Three (3) authorities provided feedback, with one 
suggesting Buffer Area Overlays for high pressure gas pipelines, one highlighting changes to 
State environmental legislation and one seeking to be informed of any new changes that may 
impact them.  
Registered Aboriginal Parties 
All three (3) Registered Aboriginal Parties were also contacted, with one submission received 
from the Wadawurrung, highlighting the importance of protecting environmental values of land 
around the Werribee River and Eynesbury and the release of their Country Plan. 
Neighbouring Councils 
All neighbouring Councils were consulted to gain feedback on common issues and impacts. 
Moorabool Shire Council provided a submission highlighting the need for cooperation in the 
Parwan border area. 
Other Stakeholders 
14 locally active planning consultants and developers were contacted with an invitation to 
complete a survey seeking their feedback for the Planning Scheme Review on any issues in 
the existing local content. One survey response was received, which provided the following 
feedback: 

• Additional Developer Contribution Plan (DCP) staff are requested to address delays.   

• Consider simpler and more efficient alternatives to Section 173 Agreements. 

• Other positive comments about Council’s processing of planning applications.  

It is noted that a Developer Contributions Plan (DCP) Coordinator has been appointed since 
this comment was received. The use of Section 173 agreements will be considered by 
separate work undertaken by City Growth and Development.  
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6. Risk Analysis 
Should Council proceed with adoption of the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report 
(May 2024), potential risks include:  
1. An outdated planning scheme will limit Council’s ability to manage the growth of the 

municipality and delivery quality land use and development outcomes.  
2. Council would not meet its obligations under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 

which requires the preparation of regular reviews of the Melton Planning Scheme and 
the reporting of findings to the Minister for Planning.  

7. Options 
Council can resolve to either:  
1.  Adopt the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) and authorise 

officers to provide a copy to the Minister for Planning.  
2.  Not adopt the Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) and undertake 

further reviews. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Melton Planning Scheme Review Final Report (May 2024) 
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12.3 FINANCE REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 
Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 

Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the 2023/2024 Finance Report for the nine months ended 31 March 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the 2023/2024 Finance Report for the nine months ended 31 March 2024, 
contained at Appendix 1. 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the relevant and timely financial 
information in accordance with Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020, that compares 
actuals for the nine months ending 31 March 2024 and the approved budget for the same 
period as is detailed in Appendix 1. 

2. Background/Issues 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
A quarterly budget report (Appendix 1), must include; 

• a comparison of the actual and budgeted results to date;  

• an explanation of any material variations; and 

• any other matters prescribed by the regulations. 
The Audit and Risk Committee reviewed and noted the March 2024 quarter financial report on 
9 May 2024 with no changes required following that review. 
Council remains in a financially positive position that sets up Council for the remainder of the 
financial year to pay for and deliver the services and capital investment the community needs. 
Council’s Financial Management reporting process is to thoroughly analyse each month the 
key revenue and expenditure items that result in material variance when compared against the 
budget and to forecast quarterly the year end expectation, considering knowledge of 
operations, current trends and changes in external factors. 
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Whilst the financial report presented at Appendix 1 is prepared in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards, they contain developer contribution and capital grant revenue items 
that are common in a growth Council which are received in the current financial year to build 
future facilities like childcare & community centres, roads, ovals, parks and open spaces. Most 
of this money can only be used for these purposes.  
As a result, these developer and capital grant revenue transactions distort the ‘true’ 
underlying financial performance and cash surplus position of Council within the current 
financial year. 
Table 1 below provides a management accounting summary of the financial performance for 
the nine months ending 31 March 2024 which removes all developer contributions and capital 
grant revenue items relating to the growth of the region to report the adjusted operating surplus 
which better reflects the underlying financial performance of Council. 
 
Table 1: Adjusted Operating Surplus – Year ended 31 March 2024 

 
 
Council’s adjusted operating result as at 31 March 2024 was a surplus of $63.9 million 
compared to a budget of $56.5 million which is favourable to budget. This favourable variance 
is attributable to higher than anticipated interest income as a result of improved term deposit 
rates, and savings in employee costs due to unfilled vacancies, partially offset by an increase 
in material costs from agency staff used to backfill these vacancies.  
The capital expenditure as at 31 March 2024 was $61.7 million. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council notes the operating surplus for the nine months ended 31 March 2024 and other 
financial matters outlined in Appendix 1. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
N/A 
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6. Risk Analysis 
The financial report (Appendix 1), provides transparency over the financial performance of 
Council and will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative requirements. 

7. Options 
The Council can: 
1. Note the report as per the recommendation. 
2. Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Finance Report 31 March 2024 
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12.4 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Senior Coordinator Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To report to Council on the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee as required by the Local 
Government Act 2020. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 9 May 2024, 
 provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
 within the minutes. 
3.  Note the report from the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, for the period 
 October 2023 – May 2024, provided as Appendix 2 to this report. 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 9 May 2024 are appended to 
this report as Appendix 1.  
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 
The Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, Mr Jeff Rigby, has provided a biannual 
report on the activities of the Committee to cover the period October 2023 – May 2024, 
provided as Appendix 2. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance reporting, 
Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and oversee the 
internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
Additionally, section 54 (4) of the Local Government Act 2020 requires a biannual report that 
describes the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee, including its findings and 
recommendations to be presented to Council. 
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The attached report (Appendix 2) provided by the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk 
Committee, satisfies the requirements for the presentation of biannual reports to Council. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit and 
Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee it 
feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit and 
Risk Committee Charter. 
The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Confirmed Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 9 May 2024 
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12.5 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Vanja Zdjelar - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 – 6 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Reconciliation Advisory Committee – 26 March 2024 
2. Disability Advisory Committee – 4 April 2024 
3. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee – 11 April 2024 
4. Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee – 16 April 2024 
5. Youth Advisory Committee – 16 April 2024 
6. Policy Review Panel – 2 May 2024  

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the power 
to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 
Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2023/24 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 2 and 27 November 2023. 
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The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Reconciliation Advisory Committee 26 March 2024 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee 04 April 2024 
3.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 11 April 2024 
4.  Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee 16 April 2024 
5.  Youth Advisory Committee 16 April 2024 
6.  Policy Review Panel  02 May 2024 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and administrative 
actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated within Council’s 
recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the meeting and detailed 
in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a broad 
area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions are 
substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 
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LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Reconciliation Advisory Committee Minutes dated 26 March 2024 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee Minutes dated 4 April 2024 
3.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee  dated 11 April 2024 
4.  Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee dated 16 April 2024 
5.  Youth Advisory Committee dated 16 April 2024 
6.  Policy Review Panel Minutes dated 2 May 2024 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports on external Committees and external Representative Bodies for which Councillors 
have been appointed by Council. 
Address from Councillors in relation to matters of civic leadership and community 
representation, including acknowledgement of community groups and individuals, 
information arising from internal Committees, advocacy on behalf of constituents and other 
topics of significance. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 917 (CR SHANNON) MEN'S SHED SUPPORT 
Councillor: Julie Shannon 

 
I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 27 May 2024. 
 

MOTION: 
That Council, following consultation with Men’s Shed participants in our municipality and the 
Victorian Men’s Shed Association, promote the value and benefit of Men’s Sheds to the City of 
Melton including the opportunity for other Councils and stakeholders to visit our Men’s Shed and see 
how it positively engages our community. 
 
 
 
COUNCILLOR PREAMBLE: 
Our local Men’s Sheds receive much needed support from Council to support men’s health and 
wellbeing on an annual basis. We are the only Victorian Council to do this, and we do it so well.  

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Subject to Council decision, Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion. 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 918 (CR RAMSEY) PASSING OF BARRY LESLIE, OAM 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey 

 
I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on Monday 27 May 2024. 
 

MOTION: 
That Council acknowledge the sad passing of former City of Melton Citizen of the Year, Barry Leslie 
OAM, and send a letter under Council Seal to his family recognising his service to the community, 
particularly through serving as the Principal of Coburn Primary School, his service to the Australian 
Red Cross, and a range of community groups in the municipality. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Subject to Council decision Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion. 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 919 (CR ABBOUSHI) CAROLINE SPRINGS OUTDOOR 
DINING SAFETY 
 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 27 May 2024. 
 

MOTION: 
That Council Officers: 
 
1. Undertake a comprehensive investigation of potential measures aimed at enhancing the safety 

of outdoor dining areas in relation to vehicle traffic along Caroline Springs Boulevard between 
College Street and Lake Street. These measures may encompass, among other possibilities, 
the installation of safety bollards and the deployment of additional traffic and pedestrian safety 
infrastructure.  

 
2. Present the outcomes of the investigation of potential measures aimed at enhancing the safety 

of outdoor dining areas in relation to vehicle traffic along Caroline Springs Boulevard between 
College Street and Lake Street to a future Briefing of Councillors. 

 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
The Caroline Springs Boulevard Pedestrian Signals Project (Project) is part of a suite of projects 
along Caroline Springs Boulevard to improve pedestrian connectivity and safety within the Town 
Centre. The Project was approved by Council in the 2022/23 Annual Budget for design works and 
the Construction Contract was awarded by Council at the Council Meeting on 22 April 2024.  Works 
are scheduled to commence in June 2024. 
The pedestrian crossing is located midway between College Street and Lake Street, the largest 
stretch between signalised pedestrian crossings. The signalised pedestrian crossing provides a 
critical link between the on-street dining precinct and the Caroline Springs Library. The design 
includes a raised crossing to compliment the new 40km speed zone and permanent outdoor dining 
space able to be accessed by traders through Council’s Footpath Trading Permit process.  The 
design also includes bollards for protection of the outdoor dining space. 
Council officers have commenced the implementation of the Project Communications Plan including 
engagement with the developer and traders in relation to the Project details, including removal of 
the temporary dining booths and opportunities to access the new permanent outdoor dining space.     
 
 

  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MAY 2024 

Page 217 

15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Contract No. 24-005 - Rockbank East Children's and Community Centre - Design 

Consultancy Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.2 Contract No. 24-015 - Parks Development Program 2023-2024 - Update 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Contract No. 24-022 - Civil Construction Panel 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Contract No. 24-044 - Managed Service Provider 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 Contract No. 24-017 - Provision of Telecommunication Services - TPAMS to VTS 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.6 Contract No. 24-041 - AV Technology Upgrade of Meeting Rooms 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.7 Aintree Childrens & Community Centre - Revised Report 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.8 Nomination of Disability Advisory Committee Representative June 2024-
December 2024 
(l) as it relates to information that was confidential information for the purposes of 
section 77 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

17.9 Nomination of Intercultural Advisory Committee (IAC) for 2024 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 
in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs.  
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 
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