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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH 

STREET MELTON ON 16 DECEMBER 2024 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
Present: Cr S Abboushi (Mayor) 

Cr L Carli (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr K Majdlik 
Cr B Morris 

 Cr S Ramsey 
 Cr J Shannon 

Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 
Cr J Verdon 
Cr Dr P Zada 

 
 
R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
P Leersen, Director Organisational Performance 
S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
E Keogh, Head of Governance 
R Hodgson, Senior Coordinator Governance 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Abboushi opened the meeting at 7.04pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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4. DEPUTATIONS 

 
Suspension of Standing Orders 
Crs Carli/Ramsey. 
That standing orders be suspended to enable Council to make presentations to community 
members. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The Mayor, Cr Abboushi and Council’s Citizen of the Year, Maryanne Rovers presented 
awards to the following winners for each of the categories at the Djerriwarrh Festival 
Parade held on Saturday 23 November 2024: 

• Best Themed Award- Coburn Primary School 

• Creative Flair Award  - Melton Broncos Rugby League Club 

• Outstanding School Award - Kurunjang Primary School 

• Outstanding Community Award - Sikh Cultural Society of Victoria Inc  

• Mayor’s Choice Award - Country Fire Authority (CFA): Melton, Toolern Vale, 
Caroline Springs, Diggers Rest, and Rockbank. 

 
Resumption of Standing Orders 
Crs Carli/Ramsey. 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Cr Majdlik declared a general conflict of interest in Item 12.1 – ‘Planning Scheme 
Amendment C243melt – Relocation of Riding for the Disabled Association of Victoria 
temporary horse-riding school facility’ and provided Council’s CEO with written notice of 
the declaration as per the requirement under Council’s Governance Rules. Cr Majdlik 
stated that although the Local Government Act 2020 provides an exemption as the 
interest only arises as a family member is a member but not an office holder of a not for 
profit organisation, Cr Majdlik is exercising an abundance of caution.  
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Oaths and Affirmations undertaken by Councillors in accordance with section 30 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 on 11 November 2024, be included in the Minutes of the Meeting of 
Council held on 25 November 2024 (the Minutes) and the Minutes be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Verdon 
That the Oaths and Affirmations undertaken by Councillors in accordance with section 30 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 on 11 November 2024, be included in the Minutes of the Meeting of 
Council held on 25 November 2024 (the Minutes) and the Minutes be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 
  
 

 

• Monday 25 November 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 2 December 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 25 November 2024 and 
2 December 2024 provided as Appendices 1 – 2 respectively to this report, be received and 
noted. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Shannon. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 25 November 2024 and  
2 December 2024 provided as Appendices 1 – 2 respectively to this report, be received  
and noted. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 25 November 2024 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 2 December 2024 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• William Tieppo, Deputy Secretary, Network Design and Integration, Department of Transport 
and Planning – New Bus Routes in Growth Areas and Increased Car Parking at Rockbank 
Station 

• The Hon Mary-Anne Thomas MP, Access to Health Services in the City of Melton 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report: 
1. William Tieppo, Deputy Secretary, Network Design and Integration, Department of Transport 

and Planning – New Bus Routes in Growth Areas and Increased Car Parking at Rockbank 
Station. 

2. The Hon Mary-Anne Thomas MP, Access to Health Services in the City of Melton 
 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Morris. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report: 
1. William Tieppo, Deputy Secretary, Network Design and Integration, Department of Transport 

and Planning – New Bus Routes in Growth Areas and Increased Car Parking at Rockbank 
Station. 

2. The Hon Mary-Anne Thomas MP, Access to Health Services in the City of Melton 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  William Tieppo, Deputy Secretary, Network Design and Integration, Department of 

Transport and Planning dated 22 October 2024 
2.  The Hon Mary-Anne Thomas MP, Access to Health Services in the City of Melton 

dated 4 December 2024 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Nil.  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Eve Lymnidis 
Question asked of Council Response 

Why is there a proposal of a roundabout 
to be installed at the intersection of 
Tenterfield Drive and Westwood Drive in 
Burnside Heights instead of traffic lights. 
School children and their parents are 
dodging traffic every day just to cross 
over 

Council's Engineering Team conducted a 
traffic investigation at the intersection of 
Tenterfield Drive and Westwood Drive 
which considered various traffic 
management upgrade options.  
Based on current traffic conditions, a 
roundabout was determined as an 
effective and sustainable solution at this 
stage to reduce congestion, enhance 
traffic flow on Westwood Drive, and 
improve traffic movement in and out of 
Tenterfield Drive.   
Ultimately the intersection of Westwood 
Drive and Tenterfield Drive is planned to 
be signalised as part of the Victorian 
Government’s Palmers Road Corridor 
Upgrade.  

Submitter: Matthew Roberts 
Question asked of Council Response 

Between 1 December 2023 and 1 
December 2024, has Council received 
any complaints about children being 
exposed to sex work in residential 
properties and, if so, how many 
complaints were received? 

Council has not received any complaints 
about Children being exposed to sex work 
in residential areas during this time.  
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Submitter: Prerna Kathju 
Question asked of Council Response 
When are we starting soft plastic 
recycling in Melton? 
This is an urgent requirement to support 
our environment. 

Given the recent issues with the market 
for soft plastics recycling Council does not 
currently have any plans to commence 
soft plastics recycling.  
Council officers will continue to monitor 
the situation and review options to support 
soft plastics recycling in the City of 
Melton.  

Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

Would Council please provide an update 
regarding Notice of Motion 929 (Cr 
Turner), in particular has there been any 
response or progress regarding the 
urgent investigation into safety concerns 
and the review of capacity and timing for 
the duplication of Vineyard Road and the 
Calder Freeway overpass bridge? 

Council wrote to the Minister for Planning, 
the Hon. Sonia Kilkenny MP and Minister 
for Roads and Road Safety, the Hon. 
Melissa Horne MP on 12 September 2024, 
requesting:  

• An urgent investigation into safety 
concerns raised by residents regarding 
the Vineyard Road corridor; and  

• A review of capacity and timing for the 
duplication of Vineyard Road including 
the Calder Freeway overpass.   

Council is yet to receive a response in 
relation to this correspondence.   
Officers are also continuing to work with 
Hume City Council on joint advocacy 
opportunities.  

Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

At the November Meeting of Council, 
reference was made to the 
implementation of Councils Technology 
Change Program. Would Council please 
provide an overview with respect to the 
development, delivery and scope of this 
program? 

In June 2024 Council approved a 
Technology Change Program to upgrade 
Council’s core operational and customer 
facing systems over the next three to four 
years.  
Approval for the Technology Change 
Program followed the development of an 
Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) Strategy completed in 
November 2023.  
Council’s current corporate systems are 
over 20 years old and are no longer fit-for-
purpose to meet the obligations and 
expectations of a city Council supporting a 
rapidly growing community.  
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

At 7.25pm, Cr Majdlik, having declared a Conflict of interest in Item 12.1 – ‘Planning Scheme 
Amendment C243melt - Relocation of Riding for the Disabled Association of Victoria temporary 
horse-riding school facility’ due to a family member being a member of the not-for-profit 
organisation, adjourned from the meeting and did not participate in discussion or voting on the 
Item. 

12.1 PLANNING SCHEME AMENDMENT C243MELT - RELOCATION OF RIDING FOR 
THE DISABLED ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA TEMPORARY HORSE-RIDING 
SCHOOL FACILITY 

Author: Travis Conway - Manager City Strategy 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider the adoption of Planning Scheme Amendment C243melt to the Melton Planning 
Scheme. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Adopt Planning Scheme Amendment C243melt generally in accordance with Appendix 3. 
2. Submit the Amendment to the Minister for Planning for approval. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Zada. 
That Council: 
1. Adopt Planning Scheme Amendment C243melt generally in accordance with Appendix 3. 
2. Submit the Amendment to the Minister for Planning for approval. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
A request was made from Urbis Planning Consultants on behalf of Leakes Road Rockbank 
Pty Ltd (Woodlea), seeking Council support to amend the Melton Planning Scheme.  
The proposal is to relocate a horse-riding school operated by the Riding for Disabled 
Association of Victoria (RDAV) from its ‘existing site’ at 939 Beattys Road in Aintree to an 
alternative site within the Rockbank North Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) area, at a ‘proposed 
new temporary site’ at 41 Newfoundland Circuit in Bonnie Brook. 
To facilitate the relocation, a Planning Scheme Amendment is required to introduce a new 
Incorporated Document into the Planning Scheme and a corresponding Specific Controls 
Overlay will be applied to the affected land in Bonnie Brook. To cease the use at the existing 
site in Aintree, the existing Incorporated Document will be amended to expire at an earlier 
date, corresponding with the timing of the relocation to the new site. 
The amendment was publicly exhibited between 11 July 2024 and 12 August 2024 in 
accordance with the Planning and Environment Act 1987.  
Three submissions were received from agencies (Appendix 2). The submissions have since 
been resolved and therefore a Planning Panel is not required. 
It is recommended that Council adopt the amendment (Appendix 3) and submit it to the 
Minister for Planning for approval. 

2. Background 
There is an existing horse-riding school used by RDAV in the Woodlea estate, on the corner 
of Leakes Road and Taylors Road at 939 Beattys Road in Aintree (the ‘existing site’). The 
current facility has been approved to operate until 2043 through Amendment C151 in 2013. 
However, the landowner, Woodlea are now preparing to develop the existing site for 
residential purposes, in accordance with the Rockbank North Precinct Structure Plan (PSP). 
Woodlea want to continue supporting RDAV and have requested this amendment to allow 
the horse-riding school to continue by relocating it. However, the existing incorporated 
document which enables the land use cannot just be amended to change the address. The 
reason for this is the current facility needs to be operable whilst construction is completed at 
the new site.  
This amendment proposes a new incorporated document to allow the use and development 
of a horse-riding school at the new site.  
This amendment also concurrently proposes to amend the existing incorporated document 
with an earlier expiry date of 30 June 2026. This will cease the horse-riding school at the 
existing site, corresponding with the approximate timing of the relocation to the new site. 
Doing so will ensure that the planning scheme does not allow for two concurrent horse-riding 
schools to exist. 

3. The Proposal 
The new site is also in the Rockbank North PSP area, located at a new site in Bonnie Brook. 
The land is currently vacant and has previously been used for farming and grazing.  
The land is zoned Urban Growth Zone (UGZ). Other applicable planning scheme controls 
include the Development Contributions Plan Overlay (DCPO), Incorporated Plan Overlay 
(IPO) and the Land Subject to Inundation Overlay (LSIO).  
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The horse-riding school will occupy an area of approximately 3 hectares, spread across the 
following three adjoining land parcels:  

• 41 Newfoundland Circuit, Bonnie Brook 3335.  

• Lot 6 on Plan Number TP956560 at Tarletons Road, Bonnie Brook 3335 (Standard 
Parcel Identifier: 6\TP956560).  

• Lot 7 on Plan Number TP956560 at Tarletons Road, Bonnie Brook 3335 (Standard 
Parcel Identifier: 7\TP956560). 

The PSP identifies that the broader three parcels of land will eventually comprise of 
residential dwellings, active open space, a waterway, and conservation area. The boundaries 
of the horse-riding school are outside of the waterway and conservation area. 
Woodlea currently own the land and propose this location for the horse-riding school as they 
do not expect the residential portion of the site to be required for development until the final 
stages of the project.  
The proponent was advised at the pre application stage that the Community Infrastructure 
Pipeline 2021-2040 document indicates that the subject active open space is unlikely to be 
developed until 2036. To reflect that anticipated delivery timeframe, the incorporated 
document for the proposal will include a condition specifying 30 June 2034 as the expiry date 
for the temporary use. The use of the land as a horse-riding school will cease before Council 
requires the land for an active open space reserve (as identified in the PSP).  
The facility at the new proposed site will comprise of an office with kitchen and toilet facilities, 
yard areas, outbuildings for storage, horse sheds, riding paddocks with an enclosed child 
proof area, car parking for 29 cars with disabled spaces and landscaping.  
Refer to Appendix 1 for the relocation masterplan submitted with the amendment request. 
The Surrounding Area 
The northern boundary of the subject site abuts land identified as the future Warrensbrook 
Precinct Structure Plan. That land is zoned UGZ and is characterised as rural land with large 
lot sizes. The southern and western boundary are formed by the Kororoit Creek and the 
Rural Conservation Zone (RCZ). The eastern boundary adjoins residential land that is 
currently under development.  

4. The Amendment 
A Planning Scheme Amendment is required in this instance as the proposed use is 
prohibited within the applied zoning under Schedule 4 to the Urban Growth Zone (UGZ).  
The UGZ allows the preparation of the Rockbank North PSP and specifies the applied 
zoning of all properties within it. The applied zoning for this site is identified as General 
Residential Zone (GRZ). The GRZ prohibits the use of the land for a horse-riding school 
(defined as “animal husbandry‟). 
However, the Planning Scheme allows prohibited uses to be considered via Clause 45.12 – 
Specific Controls Overlay. This means that uses which would otherwise be prohibited can 
occur in specific locations if Council considers it appropriate subject to an amendment to the 
planning scheme. This is equivalent to the process which allowed the original horse-riding 
school at Aintree through Amendment C151 in 2013. 
To facilitate the proposal, the amendment seeks to make the following changes to the Melton 
Planning Scheme, specifically: 

• Insert new Incorporated Document titled ‘RDAV Melton and District Riding for the 
Disabled Facility Incorporated Document, July 2024’ in the Schedule to Clause 72.04 
(Incorporated Documents). 
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• Amend the Schedule to Clause 45.12 (Specific Controls Overlay) to list (SCO8) and to 
refer to the new Incorporated Document. 

• Insert a new Planning Scheme Map 9SCO to apply the SCO8 to the subject site. 

• Amend the Schedule to Clause 72.03 (What does this planning scheme consist of?) to 
identify the new Planning Scheme Map 9SCO.  

• Revise the Incorporated Document titled ‘RDAV Rockbank Facility Incorporated 
Document, July 2013‘and update references in the Schedules to Clauses 51.01 and 
Clause 72.04.  

Overall, the proposal generally accords with the Melton Planning Scheme and the Strategic 
Assessment Guidelines for Planning Scheme Amendments. It is considered that it will not 
prejudice the ultimate development of the Rockbank North PSP as it is an interim use. The 
proposed expiry date of the use reflects Council’s timeframes for delivery of the future Active 
Open Space identified on the land. The proposed use is appropriate relative to the existing 
agricultural/grazing use of the land given its low impact nature. The site could be used to 
meet an established community need.  
Refer to Appendix 3 for the Amendment Documents which has been marked up to reflect 
changes requested by submitters as outlined in Section 5 of this report. 
Referrals 
Referrals were made internally in the earlier stages of preparing the amendment. Internal 
referral comments were reflected in the exhibited amendment. 
Following exhibition and a submission from the Melbourne Strategic Assessment (MSA) 
Program team at the Department of Environment, Energy and Climate Action (DEECA), 
amended conditions relating to the conservation area were referred to Council’s 
Environmental Planners who are supportive of the proposed changes. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions  
Public notice of the amendment 
Planning Scheme Amendments are subject to an exhibition process in accordance with the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987. Council resolved at its Ordinary Meeting of Council on 
26 February 2024 to seek authorisation from the Minister for Planning to prepare and exhibit 
Amendment C243melt to the Melton Planning Scheme. 
Authorisation was received on 27 May 2024 and the amendment was exhibited between 11 
July 2024 and 12 August 2024. Exhibition of the amendment consisted of the following: 

• Notification was sent to the landowner, adjoining landowners and occupiers, relevant 
agencies, and prescribed Ministers. 

• Gazette notice in the Government Gazette. 

• Public notice in local newspapers. 

• Amendment documentation published on Council’s website. 
Exhibition provides an opportunity where all parties affected by the planning scheme 
amendment can provide input. Submissions include the grounds on which the amendment is 
supported or opposed and indicate what changes (if any) the submitter wishes to make. 
A total of three submissions were received in response to the amendment.  
The three submissions received were from the following agencies: 
1. Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 
2. Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Change (MSA Program Team) 
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3. Country Fire Authority (CFA) - Northwest Region 
Following exhibition, Council officers sought to resolve submissions with the above agencies. 
As a result, changes will be made to the amendment relating to conditions in the 
Incorporated Document applying to the new site in Bonnie Brook, titled “RDAV Melton and 
District Riding for the Disabled Facility Incorporated Document, July 2024”. 
The submissions and the submission table including a detailed summary of the submissions, 
and Council’s response can be found at Appendix 2. 
Given that there are no unresolved submissions, there is no requirement to request the 
convening of an independent Planning Panel. 
Refer to Appendix 3 for the tracked changes to the amendment documents proposed in 
response to the submissions made by the three agencies. 

6. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.1 A community that celebrates diversity and is inclusive of all. 

7. Financial Considerations 
Council officer time and resources are involved in the adoption of the amendment however, 
statutory fees are required from the proponent to facilitate the process. 

8. Options 
Council can resolve to either: 
1. Adopt Planning Scheme Amendment C243melt with the changes made following 

submissions, or 
2. Not adopt Planning Scheme Amendment C243melt. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Relocation Masterplan 
2.  Submission Response Table 
3.  Planning Scheme Amendment Documentation for Adoption 
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Cr Majdlik returned to the meeting at 7.31pm 

12.2 FINANCE REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2024 
Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 

Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the 2024/2025 Finance Report for the three months ended 30 September 2024. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the 2024/2025 Finance Report for the three months ended 30 September 2024, 
contained at Appendix 1. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Morris. 
That Council note the 2024/2025 Finance Report for the three months ended 30 September 2024, 
contained at Appendix 1. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the relevant and timely financial 
information in accordance with Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020, that compares 
actuals for the three months ending 30 September 2024 and the approved budget for the 
same period as is detailed in Appendix 1. 

2. Background/Issues 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
A quarterly budget report (Appendix 1), must include; 

• a comparison of the actual and budgeted results to date;  

• an explanation of any material variations; and 

• any other matters prescribed by the regulations. 
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The Audit and Risk Committee reviewed and noted the September 2024 quarter financial 
report on 5 December 2024 with no changes required following that review. 
Council remains in a financially positive position that sets up Council for the remainder of the 
financial year to pay for and deliver the services and capital investment the community 
needs. 
Council’s Financial Management reporting process is to thoroughly analyse each month the 
key revenue and expenditure items that result in material variance when compared against 
the budget and to forecast quarterly the year end expectation, considering knowledge of 
operations, current trends and changes in external factors. 
Whilst the financial report presented at Appendix 1 is prepared in accordance with 
Australian Accounting Standards, they contain developer contribution and capital grant 
revenue items that are common in a growth Council which are received in the current 
financial year to build future facilities like childcare & community centres, roads, ovals, parks 
and open spaces. Most of this money can only be used for these purposes.  
As a result, these developer and capital grant revenue transactions distort the ‘true’ 
underlying financial performance and cash surplus position of Council within the current 
financial year. 
Table 1 below provides a management accounting summary of the financial performance for 
the three months ending 30 September 2024 which removes all developer contributions and 
capital grant revenue items relating to the growth of the region to report the adjusted 
operating surplus which better reflects the underlying financial performance of Council. 
 
Table 1: Adjusted Operating Surplus – Year ended 30 September 2024 

 
 
Council’s adjusted operating result as at 30 September 2024 was a surplus of $160.8 million 
compared to a budget of $162.9 million which is unfavourable to budget. This unfavourable 
variance is largely attributable to an increase in material and services expenditure ($2.5 
million) and supplementary rate income lower than anticipated ($1.8 million) partially offset 
by an increase in capital grant income ($3.8 million) and savings in employee costs ($2.5 
million).  
The actual capital expenditure incurred as at 30 September 2024 was $20.4 million of the 
$223.1 million capital budget. 

YTD
Actual

30 Sep 24

YTD
Budget

30 Sep 24 Variance
($'000) ($'000) ($'000)

Income 259,574       254,045       5,529           
Expenses 63,682         63,524         (157)
Surplus for the year 195,893       190,521       5,372           
Net asset revaluation increment -               -               -               
Total Comprehesive Result 195,893       190,521       5,372           

Less: Capital and Non-Operating Items
Contributions - monetary 16,600         16,455         145               
Contributions - non-monetary 3,704           3,385           320               
Net asset revaluation increment/(decrement) -               -               -               
Fair value increment investments 2,075           -               2,075           
Grants - capital 10,900         7,058           3,842           
Net gain on ndisposal of assets 1,765           635               1,130           

35,044        27,532        7,512          
Adjusted Operating Surplus 160,849       162,989       (2,140)



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 DECEMBER 2024 

Page 65 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council notes the operating surplus for the nine months ended 31 March 2024 and other 
financial matters outlined in Appendix 1. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
N/A 

6. Risk Analysis 
The financial report (Appendix 1), provides transparency over the financial performance of 
Council and will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative requirements. 

7. Options 
The Council can: 
1. Note the report as per the recommendation. 
2. Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Finance Report September 2024 
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12.3 COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATION NOMINATIONS ON ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
AND OTHER BODIES 2024/2025 

Author: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present Councillor representation nominations for Advisory Committees of Council and other 
bodies for the approval of Council for the 2024 / 2025 year. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Establish the Advisory Committees of Council as set out in Table 1; 
2. Accept and endorse the proposed Councillors for representation on Delegated and Advisory 

Committees of Council and other bodies as set out in Table 1; 
3. Retire the Reconciliation Advisory Committee subject to a report being tabled at the February 

2025 Council Meeting, outlining Council’s approach to develop a Reconciliation Action Plan 
endorsed by Reconciliation Australia and the establishment of an associated Reconciliation 
Action Plan Working Group; 

4. Retire the Mayoral Charity Fund Advisory Committee with a draft Mayoral Community 
Initiative Policy to be presented to the Policy Review Panel in February 2025; and  

5. Retire the Recreation and Leisure Advisory Committee noting the need for broad 
representation from local sporting clubs and associations. 

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Majdlik. 
That Council: 
1. Establish the Advisory Committees of Council as set out in Table 1; 
2. Accept and endorse the proposed Councillors for representation on Delegated and Advisory 

Committees of Council and other bodies as set out in Table 1, and that Cr Morris be noted 
as Chair of the Intercultural Advisory Committee and Cr Shannon as Chair of the Melton 
Weir Development Committee; 

3. Retire the Reconciliation Advisory Committee subject to a report being tabled at the February 
2025 Council Meeting, outlining Council’s approach to develop a Reconciliation Action Plan 
endorsed by Reconciliation Australia and the establishment of an associated Reconciliation 
Action Plan Working Group; 

4. Retire the Mayoral Charity Fund Advisory Committee with a draft Mayoral Community 
Initiative Policy to be presented to the Policy Review Panel in February 2025; and  

5. Retire the Recreation and Leisure Advisory Committee noting the need for broad 
representation from local sporting clubs and associations. 

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Cr Vandenberg 

CARRIED 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The appointment of Councillors as representatives on delegated committees, advisory 
committees, and external bodies plays an integral part in Councillors exercising their 
representation and advocacy responsibilities on behalf of the community. 
It is an established practice to annually review the Councillor representation on delegated 
committees, advisory committees, and external organisations. This process allows 
Councillors the opportunity to consider the committees and groups on which they are able to 
represent Council for the forthcoming year. 
Table 1, below, contains a list of recommended Committees to establish for the 2024-28 
Council term and other external bodies, and Councillors recommended to represent Council 
on Committees and other external bodies for the 2024/25 Municipal Year: 
 

Committee or Body Councillor Representative/s Substitute Councillor 
Representative/s 

Arts & Culture Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Turner 
Cr Carli (Chair) 
Cr Morris 

 

 

Disability Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Ramsey 
Cr Carli (Chair) 
Cr Majdlik 
 

Cr Shannon 

Heritage Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Ramsey 
Cr Turner (Chair) 

Cr Morris 

Intercultural Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Zada 
Cr Turner 
Cr Vandenberg 
Cr Morris 
 
 

Cr Shannon 

Policy Review Panel Cr Shannon 
Cr Carli (Chair) 
Cr Ramsey 
Cr Majdlik 
 
 

Cr Verdon 

Safe City Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Ramsey 
Cr Shannon  
Cr Morris 
Cr Zada 
Cr Verdon 
Cr Carli (Chair) 
 

 

Youth Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Abboushi (Chair) 
Cr Morris  
Cr Turner 
Cr Verdon  
 
 

Cr Vandenberg 
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CEO Employment and 
Remuneration Committee 

Cr Abboushi (Chair) 
Cr Carli 
Cr Majdlik  
Cr Verdon 
 

 

Community Achievement 
Awards Assessment 
Panel 

All Councillors   

Councillor 
Representations 
Nominations Advisory 
Committee (CRNAC) 

All Councillors   

Melton Weir Development 
Committee 

Cr Morris 
Cr Shannon 
Cr Vandenberg 
Cr Ramsey 
Cr Turner  
 

 

Preventing Family 
Violence Advisory 
Committee 

Cr Zada 
Cr Shannon 
Cr Ramsey 
Cr Carli (Chair) 
 

 

Other Committees and External Representation 
Interface Councils Cr Abboushi  

Melbourne Regional 
Landfill Community 
Reference Group 

Cr Turner  

Metropolitan Transport 
Forum 

Cr Verdon 
 

 

National Growth Areas 
Alliance (NGAA) 

Cr Abboushi 
 

 

Road Safe Westgate Cr Ramsey 
 

 

Victorian Local 
Governance Association 

Cr Zada 
 

 

Western Highway Action 
Committee 

Cr Zada  

Western Melbourne 
Tourism Board 

Cr Shannon  

Western Region Mayors 
Forum 

Cr Abboushi  

Table 1: List of Committees recommended to establish for the 2024-28 Council term, and 
other external bodies, and Councillors recommended to represent Council on Committees 
and other external bodies for the 2024/25 Municipal Year. 
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2. Background/Issues 
Representation on Council committees and on external organisations plays an essential role 
in policy development, advocacy, planning and provision of a wide range of services directly 
relevant to the community and provides a framework for Council to receive community 
feedback and external advice. 
The Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) provides for Delegated Committees (which include 
joint delegated committees). Delegated Committees of Council have delegated power from 
the Council as set out in an Instrument of Delegation. The Instrument outlines the extent and 
limitations of the Delegated Committee’s powers and functions with these to be exercised in 
accordance with the guidelines or policies adopted by the Council. 
Advisory Committees were previously defined in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 
1989 (the 1989 Act). Advisory Committees are not defined in the 2020 Act however Council 
has the power to create such Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 
of the 2020 Act. 
An Advisory Committee is a Committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. It considers issues and makes recommendations to the full Council. Advisory 
Committees have no delegated power and so their recommendations need to be adopted or 
endorsed by the full Council at a Council meeting before they can be implemented. 
The role, composition, and operating arrangements for both Delegated and Advisory 
Committees are set out in their respective Terms of Reference. 
Finally, there are organisations external to Council that also include representation of Council 
by Councillors or Council officers. Councillors and Council officers appointed to these 
groups/committees have a responsibility to report to Council. These reports can be in writing 
in the form of minutes of the meetings. Where there are no Council Officers present or 
minutes taken, items of significance from those meetings can be read into the minutes of the 
Council meeting via a short verbal report. 
Committees Recommended for Retirement  
At the commencement of each Council term, it is timely to review the operation of Council 
Committees to ensure they are still fulfilling the purpose originally intended. The following 
Committees are recommended for retirement:  
Recreation and Leisure Advisory Committee. 
In the development of sport and recreation related strategies and master plans, Council’s 
Recreation Development team works closely with all sporting clubs and associations 
(including State Sporting Associations) in the development of these. Engagement is 
undertaken with all community sport groups and given that the membership of this committee 
largely consists of local sporting club organisations who will be engaged in the development 
of these plans and strategies, it is recommended to retire this committee.  
Mayoral Charity Fund Advisory Committee 
This Committee operates to administer a Mayoral Charity Fund which has historically funded 
a Mayoral Charity Ball, grants program or charitable donation. The Governance 
recommendation is for the Mayor of the Day to be supported in the development of a 
community initiative during their term via a Mayoral Community Initiative Policy that will 
outline the purpose, budget consideration and decision-making mechanism required to meet 
overarching objectives whilst ensuring compliance with the Local Government Act 2020. This 
Committee can therefore be retired, with any decision relating to this initiative being a 
decision of Council. 
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Reconciliation Advisory Committee  
This committee currently provides input into Melton City Council’s Reconciliation initiatives. 
In 2025 Melton City Council will commence development of a Reconciliation Action Plan 
(RAP) in alignment with Reconciliation Australia’s guidance for a RAP. The establishment of 
a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) Working Group is required as part of a RAP. The RAP 
Working Group will include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander representation for guidance. 
It is therefore recommended that Reconciliation Advisory Committee is retired to avoid 
overlap with the soon to be established Reconciliation Action Plan Working Group. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Costs associated with Councillor representation on committees and external bodies are 
borne through normal budget estimates each financial year. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
No public consultation is required. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Not Applicable. 

7. Options 
Council may establish the list of advisory committees recommended and adopt and endorse 
the list of Councillors to represent Council on Committees and other external bodies for the 
2024/2025 year or it may vary the establishment of and representation of Councillors on 
Committees and external bodies. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil.  
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12.4 DATES OF SIGNIFICANCE CALENDAR  
Author: Troy Scoble - Director City Life 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To adopt the annual Dates of Significance Calendar for 2025, recognising culturally, socially, 
environmentally, and educationally significant dates. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council adopts the 2025 Dates of Significance Calendar as set out in Appendix 1. 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Majdlik. 
That Council adopts the 2025 Dates of Significance Calendar as set out in Appendix 1. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council has historically recognised many culturally, socially, environmentally, and 
educationally significant dates through events, programs, and social media. However, prior 
to December 2023 there had been no adopted position on which specific dates are 
recognised year to year.  
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council dated 18 December 2023, Council adopted the 2024 
Dates of Significance (DoS) Calendar. 
There was a criterion established for recognising a date of significance with primary focus 
being the alignment with the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. 
The 2024 Dates of Significance Calendar has been successfully implemented, and no further 
dates have been proposed by the community, it is proposed for Council to adopt the 2025 
DoS Calendar as presented (Appendix 1). 

2. Background/Issues 
Each year Council recognises various DoS as part of recurrent programs and events. To 
ensure there is a framework for dates to be recognised, Council adopted a defined list of 
DoS that meet the following criteria: 

• Alignment with the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 

• Alignment with a public holiday or national/international observance 
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• Alignment with a Council service or policy 

• A Council resolution 

• An Executive determination in consultation with Mayor and Councillors 

 Prior to the adoption of the inaugural DoS calendar for 2024, extensive internal engagement 
was undertaken, as well as engagement with the Melton Interfaith Network on religious dates 
of significance and a two-week community consultation period on the draft list. 
The 2024 Dates of Significance calendar has provided the administration of Council with 
clarity on program, event, and content delivery supported by community and Council.  
Following adoption of the DoS Calendar 2024, a process was established for additional 
dates to be proposed for inclusion in the following years calendar.   
Throughout 2024, community members have also had the option to make an online DoS 
submission via Council’s website. This provided community with a process for Council to 
consider changes to the DoS. There have been no submissions in 2024. 
As a result, there are no changes proposed for the 2025 Dates of Significance calendar other 
than some dates on which the dates occur. 

 The 72 dates of significance that are recommended for recognition in 2025 are detailed in 
Appendix 1. Each date of significance is aligned with the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-
2025 and includes dates that will be recognised through non-Council events/programs such 
as ANZAC Day, where Council provides support to other organisations.  
The promotion of the DoS relates to Council’s corporate communication channels only; 
however, specific service areas within Council use targeted communication channels to 
promote activities outside this proposed adopted list, subject to Director level approval. 
Each year, it is proposed that Council will continue to review and formally adopt a Dates of 
Significance Calendar and throughout 2025 Officers will again undertake an engagement 
process to ensure that those dates recognised align with the new Council and Wellbeing plan 
to be adopted by Council by October 2025. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.1 A community that celebrates diversity and is inclusive of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations regarding establishing a Dates of Significance 
Calendar. All events, programs and activities form part of Council’s recurrent operating 
budget in the respective program area. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Community consultation on the Dates of Significance was undertaken via the Melton 
Conversations Page from Wednesday 15 November to Wednesday 29 November 2023. A 
total of 18 submissions were received, the final DoS list was adopted by Council in 
December 2023. An online form was developed and has been available on Council’s website 
throughout 2024 for anyone wishing to submit an additional date for consideration. No 
submissions have been received this year.  
An engagement process will be undertaken throughout 2025 to further review the identified 
dates to ensure alignment with new Council and Wellbeing Plan. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
The establishment of an annual DoS Calendar will ensure Council has a framework for what 
DoS are recognised and supported, underpinned by an annual planning and decision-making 
process. This provides a formal structure and approval framework to establish an annual 
program and a clear process to consider community requests. 

7. Options 
Council has the following options: 
1. Adopt an annual Dates of Significance Calendar which establishes a formal framework 

for considering and agreeing on a list of significant dates that Council supports.  
2. Not adopt an annual Dates of Significance Calendar and continue the current recurrent 

practice. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Draft Dates of Significance 2025 
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12.5 MELTON CITY COUNCIL HERITAGE ASSISTANCE FUND ROUND 14 UPDATE 
Author: Travis Conway - Manager City Strategy 

Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the outcomes of Round 14 of the Heritage 
Assistance Fund.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the Heritage Assistance Fund Round 14 Update.  
 
Motion 
Crs Verdon/Ramsey. 
That Council note the Heritage Assistance Fund Round 14 Update. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against:  Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council acknowledges its role in supporting, assisting, and partnering with 
community groups in providing services that benefit the wider community, enhance 
community wellbeing, and contribute to Council’s strategic objectives. Council achieves this 
through the provision of a range of grants and funds available to the City of Melton 
community, including the Heritage Assistance Fund Program.  
Council’s Heritage Assistance Fund was established in 2011 and has been providing annual 
financial assistance to landowners, companies, and community groups to maintain, repair 
and conserve heritage places. 
Applications for the 14th round of the Heritage Assistance Fund were accepted from 28 
October to 6 November 2024. 
Three applications were submitted by the closing date.  All applications met the criteria for 
assessment and these applications have been approved for funding totalling $67,365. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Heritage Assistance Fund was established in 2011.  It is a grant that is run annually and 
was established to provide financial assistance to landowners, companies, and community 
groups to maintain, repair and conserve heritage places in the City of Melton. 
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Letters were sent on 3 September 2024 to all landowners in the municipality who have a 
Heritage Overlay on their property. This included information on the Heritage Assistance 
Fund.  
The application period opened on 28 October 2024 and closed on 6 November 2024; 
allowing applications to be submitted to Council.  
An assessment of the applications was undertaken between 7 November and 13 November 
2024 by Council’s Heritage Advisor to ensure eligibility with the program requirements.  
Three applications were forwarded to the panel members for independent assessment. The 
assessment panel consisted of Council’s Coordinator Strategic Planning, Coordinator 
Statutory Planning and Principal Strategic Planner.  
The panel members carried out their assessment on 13 November 2024, with 
recommendations requiring formal approval from Melton City Council’s Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO). The assessment panel adheres to strict confidentiality and disclosure 
requirements and must disclose any conflicts of interest.  
Funding  
The amount of funds approved by Council each year can vary. The fund can provide only 
50% of the cost of works proposed, and the other 50% is to be paid by the applicant. 
Applicants can apply to the fund more than once but not in the same round.  
Assessment criteria  
Each application for funding is evaluated against the following criteria:  

• The heritage significance of the place.  

• The positive impact of the proposed works on the long-term viability of the place.  

• The long-term benefits of the proposed works to the community.  

• The type and urgency of the work required.  

• Whether the proposed work accords with the principles of the Australia ICOMOS Burra 
Charter.  

• The willingness of the applicant to pay for at least 50% of the works and to enter into a 
funding agreement with Council.  

• Demonstrated local support for the project (i.e., joint applications from joint owners of 
dry-stone walls).  

• The proposed works must demonstrate compliance with planning and building permits, 
and compliance with other plans such as Precinct Structure Plans.  

Eligibility requirements  
The fund is open to companies, individuals, community groups and committees who own or 
manage a heritage place in the City of Melton.  
The fund may be used for projects which:  

• Enhance the viability or appearance of a heritage place.  

• Undertake approved repairs or conservation works to a heritage place.  

• Undertake a conservation management plan for a heritage place.  

• Undertake assessment or research into a heritage place for conservation purposes. 
The type of works funded include:  

• Repairing of timber work.  

• Replacing roofing materials. 
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• Rebuilding collapsed sections of dry-stone walls.  

• Repointing stonework or masonry.  

• Treatment of termite damage.  

• Restumping.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Funding for Round 14 of the Heritage Assistance Fund is as per the table below in the 
2024/2025 Council budget: 

Available budget 2024/25 Recommended funding Remaining budget 
$82,800 $67,365 $15,435 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
All funding available through Council’s Heritage Assistance Fund is promoted across our 
community through a range of media and other opportunities, as well as letters to 
landowners whose property is within a Heritage Overlay.  
Landowners are encouraged to contact Council’s Heritage Advisor to find out more 
information as to whether they are eligible to apply for the fund. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council’s Heritage Assistance Fund adheres to the relevant Policies and Guidelines to 
reduce risks associated with the administration of the grant program. Risks related to conflict 
of interest are managed through declarations of interests and conflicts of interests from all 
relevant parties.  

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Note the report as per the officer’s recommendation; or 
2. Request further clarification in relation to the report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  HAF 2024 Round 14 Recommendations - CONFIDENTIAL 
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12.6 RESPONSE TO PETITION - ROCKBANK EAST SPORTS RESERVE 
Author: Aaron Biscan - Manager Recreation and Facility Activation 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to the petition received requesting Council expedite the development of Rockbank 
East Sports Reserve. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the contents of the report regarding status of the development of the Rockbank East 

Sport Reserve. 
2. Note that once the Rockbank East Sports Reserve Master Plan is completed in 2025, 

Council will be provided further proposal for future infrastructure provision at this reserve. 
Motion 
Crs Morris/Zada. 
That Council: 
1. Note the contents of the report regarding status of the development of the Rockbank East 

Sport Reserve. 
2. Note that once the Rockbank East Sports Reserve Master Plan is completed in 2025, 

Council will be provided further proposal for future infrastructure provision at this reserve. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 26 August 2024, a petition was tabled via change.org 
requesting that Council expedite the development of Rockbank East Sports Reserve. The 
petition was signed by 479 people. Of the 479 signatories to the petition: 

• Thirty Five percent (169) of which reside in Rockbank and surrounding suburbs. 

• Five percent (25) reside in the City of Melton 

• Forty Five percent (217) reside in broader Victoria, and’ 

• Fourteen percent (68) reside interstate / international. 
Rockbank East Sports Reserve is a 9.9-hectare greenfield site owned by Council. Master 
planning has commenced to guide the development of the reserve. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 DECEMBER 2024 

Page 105 

This report recommends that Council continue to develop a master plan for the Rockbank 
East Sports Reserve to provide clear direction for future infrastructure provision. The master 
plan is planned for delivery in the 2025 financial year and will support the next step of the 
process to develop the reserve. 

2. Background/Issues 
Petition 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 26 August 2024, a petition was tabled via change.org 
(Attachment 1). 
In summary, the petition stated: 

• The residential development in Rockbank PSP (Precinct Structure Plan) commenced 
ten years ago, with a significant portion of the area now occupied by families with 
children of various ages.  

• The signatories feel the community has been left underserved, lacking fundamental 
amenities such as a community centre, sports fields, primary and secondary schools.  

• The current timeline provided for the development of the sports fields (2028/29) and 
pavilion (2031/32) in Rockbank PSP is not acceptable to the signatures. 

• Disappointed to see neighbouring areas of similar age like Aintree being developed 
with multiple sporting reserves, community centres and schools while Rockbank 
remains neglected. 

• The signatories request Council to prioritise and expedite the planning, funding, 
construction, and delivery of the sports fields and pavilion aiming for completion by 
2026 to meet the immediate needs of the kids in our community. 

The petition was signed by 479 people, 35% (169) of which reside in Rockbank and 
surrounding suburbs with the remaining located in the City of Melton (25 or 5%), Victoria 
(217 or 45%) and interstate, international or not disclosed (68 or 14%). 
Sports Facility Demand Planning 
In 2020, Council developed the City of Melton Sports Facility Demand Strategy. A key 
outcome of the strategy was for sport specific strategies to be further developed to support 
Council on future infrastructure planning and development.  
Sport specific strategies for soccer, football (AFL), cricket, tennis, rugby league and rugby 
union have been completed. In addition to improvements at existing facilities, the sport 
strategies identified the need to deliver an additional 9 ovals, 21 cricket wickets, 19 soccer 
pitches and 18 tennis courts as the City of Melton grows over the next 10 years. 
Rockbank East Sports Reserve  
The Rockbank Precinct Structure Plan 2015 identifies site OS01 for development as a sports 
reserve. The site, referred to in this report as Rockbank East Sports Reserve, is a 9.9-
hectare greenfield site owned by Council. The reserve is located adjacent to a future 
Community and Childrens Centre and school. Sports facility demand planning identifies 
Rockbank East Sports Reserve as a priority for development in the medium term. The 
current timeline for the development of the sports fields is 2028/29 and pavilion is 2031/32. 
Development of Rockbank East Sports Reserve 
The development of a Master Plan for Rockbank East Sports Reserve has commenced and 
will be completed by June 2025. The following methodology is being undertaken to develop 
the Master Plan: 

• Background Research – Analysis of existing strategies, demographic review, and 
participation analysis. 
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• Site Analysis – Site investigations, context analysis and options analysis. 

• Draft Master Plan – Development of Draft Master Plan and Implementation Plan. 

• Stakeholder engagement – Engage with the local community. 

• Final Master Plan – Development of the Final Master Plan and presentation to Council. 
Once developed, the Rockbank East Sports Reserve Master Plan will provide Councillors, 
Officers and the community with clear direction for the future of the reserve’s infrastructure, 
including pre-planning requirements and tasks to inform the further design and development 
of the reserve.  
For the site to be operational in 2028/29, it is currently planned that concept design process 
would begin in the 2025/26 financial year with full design in 2026/27 and construction 
pending funding approvals planned for 2027/28. 
The feasibility to expedite the delivery including any opportunity to be able to do so for the 
Rockbank East Sports Reserve will be known once the Master Plan has been completed. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.3 A City with accessible infrastructure that meets the needs of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The cost for the development of the Master Plan is included in the 2024/25 adopted Council 
budget. The master plan will provide Council the estimated costs to develop Rockbank East 
Sports Reserve to inform future budget deliberations. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
A consultation plan is currently being prepared to ensure the community has an opportunity 
to provide feedback on the Draft Rockbank East Sports Reserve Master Plan. Feedback 
received will be considered in the development of the Final Master Plan and presented to 
Council. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The feasibility to expedite the delivery of Rockbank East Sports Reserve will be considered 
during the development of the Master Plan. The Master Plan will help mitigate risks 
associated with the development of the reserve by: 

• Providing clear direction for the future of the reserve’s infrastructure. 

• Considering the pre-planning requirements and tasks to inform the further design and 
development of the reserve.  

• Considering the costs associated with the delivery of the reserve. 

7. Options 
That Council note the report as per the Officers recommendation. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Expedite Development of Rockbank East Sports Reserve OS-01 - CONFIDENTIAL 
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12.7 RESPONSE TO PETITION - IN SUPPORT OF THE LEBANESE AND SYRIAN 
COMMUNITIES 

Author: Sian Rainford - Interim Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide Council with a response to the petition tabled at the Meeting of Council 25 November 
2024 ‘In Support of the Lebanese and Syrian Communities’. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Acknowledges the ongoing international conflicts and significant impacts being experienced 

by some members of the Melton community as a result of these conflicts given the City of 
Melton’s diverse, multi-cultural, and multi-faith community; 

2. Expresses its deepest sympathy to Lebanese and Syrian communities living in the City of 
Melton, and their families across Australia and abroad who have experienced the tragic loss 
of life as a result of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East; 

3. Recognises the devastating impact on hospitals, healthcare workers and service providers in 
both countries;  

4. Condemns any act of terror, genocide, or violence and actively promotes social harmony and 
inclusion; and 

5. Will share correspondence received in relation to any international matters with local federal 
members of parliament. 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Vandenberg. 
That Council: 
1. Acknowledges the ongoing international conflicts and significant impacts being experienced 

by some members of the Melton community as a result of these conflicts given the City of 
Melton’s diverse, multi-cultural, and multi-faith community; 

2. Expresses its deepest sympathy to Lebanese and Syrian communities living in the City of 
Melton, and their families across Australia and abroad who have experienced the tragic loss 
of life as a result of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East; 

3. Recognises the devastating impact on hospitals, healthcare workers and service providers in 
both countries;  

4. Condemns any act of terror, genocide, or violence in any country, town, or suburb, and 
actively promotes social harmony and inclusion; and 

5. Will share correspondence received in relation to any international matters with local federal 
members of parliament.  

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
On 25 November 2024, Council tabled a petition containing 59 signatories in relation to 
supporting the Lebanese and Syrian communities.  
The petition states:  
"The Melton Council as the representative of our community, is urged to acknowledge the 
impact of the terrorist attacks in Lebanon and Syria since the 17th September 2024. We, the 
undersigned, request the Mayor to send letters of support to the Consulate General of 
Lebanon (St Kilda) and the Consulate General of Syria (Carlton), expressing our deepest 
condolences for the losses suffered due to these attacks, which involved 5,000 weaponised 
pagers and other digital technology.  

We recognize the devastating impact on hospitals and healthcare workers in both countries.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with the victims and their families affected by these tragic and 
horrific events.  

Additionally, we ask the council to move a motion condemning these cowardly, indiscriminate 
terrorist acts and to call for the perpetrators to be held accountable and brought to justice."  
 
This report provides a response to this petition and recommends that Council condemns the 
acts of violence and terror occurring in the Middle East, more recently in Lebanon and Syria 
and expresses its deepest sympathy to individuals affected both in the City of Melton, across 
Australia and overseas.  

2. Background/Issues 
In September 2024, the ongoing conflict in the Middle East escalated in Lebanon and Syria 
with reports of attacks against thousands of civilians resulting in a significant loss of life, with 
many also seriously injured or displaced. 
The City of Melton is home to a diverse, multicultural community with 35.7% of residents 
being born overseas. This diversity brings a sense of celebratory pride to the City Melton, 
with our multiculturalism being embraced by the broader community.  
It is also recognised that international conflict often has significant impacts on residents with 
friends and family affected by acts of violence occurring overseas.  
On 26 February 2024, Council moved the following motion in relation to the conflict occurring 
in the Middle East: 

That Council:  

1. Acknowledges the deep concern and grief some members of our community 
experience as a result of international conflicts.  

2. Condemns any conflict that results in the loss of innocent lives.  

3. Recognises that Council’s responsibility is in providing good governance and 
services for the wellbeing of the City of Melton community and that 
representation regarding international matters is the responsibility of international 
leaders and the Federal Government.  

4. Will share correspondence received in relation to any international matters to our 
local federal members of parliament.  

Council’s position remains insofar as Council acknowledging the devastating impact on some 
members of our community and support to share correspondence received in relation to 
international matters, with Federal members of Parliament.  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 DECEMBER 2024 

Page 125 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.1 A community that celebrates diversity and is inclusive of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial impacts associated with the items contained in this report.    

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
No consultation has been undertaken on the items contained within this report.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Whilst it has been recognised by the Minister for Local Government that the Victorian Local 
Government Sector is not best placed to be involved in complex, global situations, it is 
recognised that Council’s play an important role in civic leadership for those members of the 
community who may be affected by international conflict.  
There is inherent risk that views of the community in its entirety, may not align with the 
position adopted by Melton City Council. 

7. Options 
N/A 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.8 PROPOSED ROAD DISCONTINUANCE - PART 40-66 RESERVE ROAD, MELTON 
Author: Sian Rainford - Interim Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council consideration to discontinue the land between 
Reserve Road and 40-66 Reserve Road, Melton. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council:  
1. Note that the required statutory procedures have been undertaken to propose to discontinue 

the Road between Reserve Road and 40-66 Reserve Road, Melton highlighted in green on 
the plan at Appendix 1 (Subject Land) pursuant to section 206, 207A and 223 and Clause 3 
of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989;  

2. Note that the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action are landowner of the 
Subject Land and Council is the appointed Committee of Management;  

3. Note the two (2) submissions received by Council on the proposed discontinuance;  
4. Resolve to discontinue the Subject Land;  
5. Authorise Officers to advise the submitters of the notice of decision and reasons for the 

decision; 
6. Authorise the publication of the road discontinuance on the Government Gazette; 
7. Authorise Officers to do all things necessary to complete any necessary documents and 

delegate to the Chief Executive Office the signing of all documents required to give effect the 
above point (1)-(6).  

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That Council:  
1. Note that the required statutory procedures have been undertaken to propose to discontinue 

the Road between Reserve Road and 40-66 Reserve Road, Melton highlighted in green on 
the plan at Appendix 1 (Subject Land) pursuant to section 206, 207A and 223 and Clause 3 
of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989;  

2. Note that the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action are landowner of the 
Subject Land and Council is the appointed Committee of Management;  

3. Note the two (2) submissions received by Council on the proposed discontinuance;  
4. Resolve to discontinue the Subject Land;  
5. Authorise Officers to advise the submitters of the notice of decision and reasons for the 

decision; 
6. Authorise the publication of the road discontinuance on the Government Gazette; 
7. Authorise Officers to do all things necessary to complete any necessary documents and 

delegate to the Chief Executive Office the signing of all documents required to give effect the 
above point (1)-(6).  

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
For Council to consider whether the between Road between Reserve Road and 40-66 
Reserve Road, Melton (the Road) should be removed from Council’s Road Register, 
specifically an area of 5,600 square metres and shown on plan in Appendix 1 and highlighted 
in green.  
 

. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council has committed to delivering the Melton Recreation Reserve CFA Building Project 
located within the Melton Recreation Reserve at 40-66 Reserve Road, Melton, which forms a 
part of the 2024/25 Capital Works Program. The Project will seek construction of a two-
storey building comprised of a storeroom on the ground floor and a viewing area on level 
one, within the Melton Recreation Reserve and on the Road. Council is currently tendering 
for the construction works with a view to deliver the project by April 2025.  
Council Officers identified that part of the land required for the construction of the CFA 
building remains a road reserve, with the discontinuance being required to enable Council to 
deliver the project. It is proposed that Council discontinue the parcel of land designated a 
road shown highlighted in green on the plan (Appendix 1) being the Road between Reserve 
Road, Melton and 40-66 Reserve Road, Melton, comprising of a total 5,600 square metres 
and known as Crown Allotment 11.  
The section of road is no longer required as a road due to the reconfiguration of the Melton 
Recreation Reserve Development.  
All Roads and Road Reserves should be retained if the Road or Reserve is required for the 
use it was set aside for and is reasonably required for general public use. Council has 
powers under section 17(4) of the Road Management Act 2004 to remove roads from the 
Register if they are considered no longer reasonably required for public use. In this instance, 
the Road:  
a. is no longer required to provide vehicle access to property at 40-66 Reserve Road, 

Melton; and  
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b. the land has been set aside for public use in the Melton Recreation Reserve for the 
delivery of the CFA building.  

Council continues to have residual powers over roads pursuant to Section 206,207B(1) and 
Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989, which were not repealed in the 
transition to the ‘new’ Local Government Act 2020.  
Should Council resolve to support the discontinuance, Council has a responsibility under 
section 17(4) of the Road Management Act 2004 (Vic) (the Act) to remove a road from the 
register of public roads, if Council has made a decision that the road is no longer reasonably 
required for general public use. 
DEECA are aware of the proposal, and agreed for Council to carry out the discontinuance 
under its power pursuant to the Local Government Act. DEECA sought additional information 
from Council on the proposed works in order for the Office of Surveyor General (OSG) to 
consider certification of the proposed works.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.3 A City with accessible infrastructure that meets the needs of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The costs involved in procedurally undertaking a road discontinuance are minor, and Council 
will bear its own costs as the proposal is for Council to retain the land following the proposed 
discontinuance. The legal and other administrative costs in relation to the discontinuance, 
will be in the order of $3,000.  
The associated expenses in advertising the public notice, and the fees for publication in the 
Government Gazette are included in the recurrent Governance budget. The surveyors cost in 
preparing the Crown Allotment Plan and Gazette Plan have been included in the Capital 
Projects budget in connection with the delivery of the CFA building within the budgeted 
contingency allocation. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Where Council considers discontinuing the Road, it must first commence a public 
consultation process pursuant to section 207A and 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, 
and Council’s Community Engagement Policy. Council must publish a Public Notice of the 
proposed discontinuance in the Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly newspaper, and on 
Council’s Website which specifies:  
i. the matter in respect of which the right to make a submission applies; 
ii. containing the prescribed details in respect of that matter; 
iii. the date by which submissions are to be submitted, being a date which is not less than 

28 days after the date on which the public notice is published; 
iv. stating that a person making a submission is entitled to request in the submission that 

the person wishes to appear in person, or to be represented by a person specified in 
the submission, at a meeting to be heard in support of the submission; 

If required, Council must convene a submissions hearing pursuant to section 223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 to hear from anyone who states in their submission their desire 
to be heard in person and that, if required, the meeting be conducted via videoconference, 
with anyone requesting to be heard in person being notified in advance of the date and time.  

https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#public_notice
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#publish
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
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On 29 October, Council published a public notice on its website and in the Melton & 
Moorabool Star weekly newspaper. A copy of that notice is below. 
 

  
Following some confusion as to whether Council was proposing to close the pavement, 
vehicle access road of Reserve Road, a letter was also sent to land owners and delivered to 
occupiers of Reserve Road, outlining that Council was not proposing to impact the 
pavemented road of Reserve Road (save and except for the possibility of some minor 
construction impacts associated with the works).  
Council received two submissions to the proposal, outlined in the table below. Neither of the 
submitters sought to be heard on their submissions.  
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Submitter Objection/ 
Support  

Summary of submission Officer response  

Resident A 
– (name 
withheld).  

Objection • Submitter sought confirmation that 
the proposal related to Cobblestone 
Bridge on Nixon Street.  

• Submitter objected to the proposed 
CFA building, stating “I still object to 
cfa wasting our tax money on a 
"viewing platform" and “you are 
getting rid of a thoroughfare that is 
still widely used. We don't need to 
build a white elephant fire station 
building. We've already got one.” 

Officers have contacted the 
submitter by phone and email to 
explain that the proposal does 
not seek to close the 
Cobblestone Bridge. 

 

The submitter has been further 
advised that objections to the 
construction project are not the 
subject of submissions for the 
proposed road discontinuance. 
The objections as they relate to 
the construction project, have 
been provided to Director, City 
Futures for consideration.  

Resident B 
– (name 
withheld)  

Objection • Submitter sought information on the 
process, and why Council was 
allegedly proposing to ‘ruin’ a kids 
entertainment facility.  

• Submitter states they are protesting 
against the public process conducted 
in relation to this proposal.  

• Submitter states they are appealing 
for the proposal to be ‘scrapped’ and 
the area to be allocated for a kids’ 
entertainment facility.  

Officers responded by phone 
and email to the submitter and 
explained that the notice was 
placed on Council’s website and 
in the newspaper for the 
required thirty days and that the 
further notice, was a courtesy of 
Council but not a requirement. 

Officers explained that Council 
was not seeking to impact the 
kids entertainment facility, and 
was not seeking to reduce park 
zones. 

 

6. Risk Analysis 
The discontinuance of the Road will facilitate Council’s delivery of the CFA Building Project 
and provide appropriate infrastructure to meet the needs of the CFA. 
Without the road discontinuance, Council will be unable to obtain necessary building permits, 
to deliver the project. 

7. Options 
That Council:  
1. Adopt the recommendations as set out in this report; 
2. Not adopt the recommendations set out in this report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.9 PROPOSED HIGHWAY DECLARATION AND ROAD DISCONTINUANCE  
Author: Sian Rainford - Interim Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council consideration to declare land contained in certificate 
of title volume 11208 folio 537 and known as Lot 1 on title plan 969567B (Lot 1) and a hiatus land 
on the eastern boundary of Lot 1 (Subject Land) as a “road” within the meaning of the Local 
Government Act 1989 (LGA 1989), and to seek Council approval for declaration of a public 
highway and road discontinuance.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council:  
1. Note that the required statutory procedures have been undertaken to propose to declare that 

part of the Subject Land, marked by thick bold continuous lines and hatched (Hatched Land) 
in the plan located under the heading Public Highway Declaration in Figure 1 of this Council 
Report (Public Highway Plan), a public highway pursuant to section 204(1) and 223 of the 
LGA 1989; 

2. Note that Council received no submissions as part of the statutory procedures in the 
statutory consultation in the above point 1;  

3. Resolve to declare that part of the Subject Land, marked by thick bold continuous lines and 
hatched (Hatched Land) in the plan located under the heading Public Highway Declaration 
in Figure 1 of this Council Report (Public Highway Plan), a public highway pursuant to 
section 204(1) and 223 of the LGA 1989; 

4. Authorise the publication of a public highway declaration on the Government Gazette;  
5. Following the publishing on the Government Gazette:  
a. Authorise Officers to do all things necessary to complete a section 207D transfer; 
b. Authorise Officers to lodge a section 35(8) plan to formally vest the public highway with 

Council and create and vest the new reserves on plan with Council; 
6. Note that the required statutory procedures have been undertaken to propose to discontinue 

the balance of the Land being the land marked by thick bold continuous lines and hatched in 
the plan located under the heading Road Discontinuance in Figure 2 of this report (Road 
Discontinuance Plan) pursuant to section 206, 207A and 223 and Clause 3 of Schedule 10 
of the LGA 1989;  

7. Note that Council received no submissions as part of the statutory procedures in the above 
point 6;  

8. Resolve to discontinue the balance of the Land and vest the balance Land in Council marked 
by thick bold continuous lines and hatched in the plan located under the heading Road 
Discontinuance in Figure 2 of this report (Road Discontinuance Plan); 

9. Authorise the publication of the road discontinuance on the Government Gazette; 
10. Authorise Officers to do all things necessary to complete the s207D transfer application to 

discontinue the road and vest that part of land with Council. 
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Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Vandenberg. 
That Council:  
1. Note that the required statutory procedures have been undertaken to propose to declare that 

part of the Subject Land, marked by thick bold continuous lines and hatched (Hatched Land) 
in the plan located under the heading Public Highway Declaration in Figure 1 of this Council 
Report (Public Highway Plan), a public highway pursuant to section 204(1) and 223 of the 
LGA 1989; 

2. Note that Council received no submissions as part of the statutory procedures in the 
statutory consultation in the above point 1;  

3. Resolve to declare that part of the Subject Land, marked by thick bold continuous lines and 
hatched (Hatched Land) in the plan located under the heading Public Highway Declaration 
in Figure 1 of this Council Report (Public Highway Plan), a public highway pursuant to 
section 204(1) and 223 of the LGA 1989; 

4. Authorise the publication of a public highway declaration on the Government Gazette;  
5. Following the publishing on the Government Gazette:  
a. Authorise Officers to do all things necessary to complete a section 207D transfer; 
b. Authorise Officers to lodge a section 35(8) plan to formally vest the public highway with 

Council and create and vest the new reserves on plan with Council; 
6. Note that the required statutory procedures have been undertaken to propose to discontinue 

the balance of the Land being the land marked by thick bold continuous lines and hatched in 
the plan located under the heading Road Discontinuance in Figure 2 of this report (Road 
Discontinuance Plan) pursuant to section 206, 207A and 223 and Clause 3 of Schedule 10 
of the LGA 1989;  

7. Note that Council received no submissions as part of the statutory procedures in the above 
point 6;  

8. Resolve to discontinue the balance of the Land and vest the balance Land in Council marked 
by thick bold continuous lines and hatched in the plan located under the heading Road 
Discontinuance in Figure 2 of this report (Road Discontinuance Plan); 

9. Authorise the publication of the road discontinuance on the Government Gazette; 
10. Authorise Officers to do all things necessary to complete the s207D transfer application to 

discontinue the road and vest that part of land with Council.  
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Subject Land comprises of land contained in certificate of title volume 11208 folio 537 
and known as Lot 1 on title plan TP969567B (Lot 1) and a hiatus land on the eastern 
boundary of the Lot 1.  
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This land is required for a drainage outfall into a wetland as part of the Carolina South Estate 
being developed by Avid to the north, and the construction of a road and other infrastructure 
as part of the Monarch Estate. No drainage or other public works can occur on the land with 
the current status.   
The title search of the Subject Land does not disclose that the Subject Land is known to title 
as a ‘road’. Officers have sought legal advice which confirms that the Subject Land is known 
to title as a ‘road’ within the meaning of the Local Government Act 1989 (LGA 1989) based 
on comprehensive title investigations undertaken on behalf of the Developer and which have 
been presented to Council. 
On the basis that Council accepts the Subject Land as a road, Council is able to exercise 
any of its road and traffic powers, as set out in Schedule 10 and 11 of the LGA 1989, in 
respect of the Subject Land, including road discontinuance and vesting of the whole or part 
of the discontinued road in the Council and pursuant to section 204(1) of the LGA 1989 to 
declare a road to be a public highway.  
At its meeting on 26 August 2024, Council resolved:  
“That Council, being satisfied that the land contained in certificate of title volume 11208 folio 
537 and known as Lot 1 on title plan 969567B (Lot 1) and a hiatus land on the eastern 
boundary of Lot 1 (Subject Land) is a “road” within the meaning of the Local Government 
Act 1989 (LGA 1989): 

1. Resolve that the required statutory procedures be commenced to propose to declare 
that part of the Subject Land, marked by thick bold continuous lines and hatched 
(Hatched Land) in the plan located under the heading Public Highway Declaration in 
Figure 1 of this Council Report (Public Highway Plan), a public highway pursuant to 
section 204(1) and 223 of the LGA 1989; 

2. Direct that, in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Policy and section 
207A and 223 of the LGA 1989, Officers publish a public notice of the proposal in the 
Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly and on Council’s website which:  

a. Specifies the matter in respect of which the right to make a submission applies;  

b. Contains the prescribed details in respect of that matter;  

c. Specifies the date by which submissions are to be submitted, being a date 
which is not less than 28 days after the date on which the public notice is 
published.  

d. States that a person making a submission is entitled to request in the 
submission that the person wishes to appear in person, or to be represented by 
a person specified in the submission, at a meeting to be heard in support of the 
submission. 

3. Convene, if required, a submission hearing pursuant to section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 to hear from anyone who states in their submission their desire 
to be heard in person. If required, the meeting will be conducted via videoconference, 
with anyone requesting to be heard in person being notified in advance of the date. 

4. Pursuant to section 206, 207A and 223 and Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the LGA 1989: 

e. Resolve that the required statutory procedures be commenced to propose to 
discontinue the balance of the Subject Land and vest the balance land in the 
Council; 

f. Direct that, in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Policy, a 
Public Notice of the proposed discontinuance be published in the Melton & 
Moorabool Star Weekly newspaper, and on Council’s Website. 

  

https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 16 DECEMBER 2024 

Page 134 

5. Convene, if required, a submission hearing pursuant to section the road223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 to hear from anyone who states in their submission their 
desire to be heard in person. If required, the meeting will be conducted via 
videoconference, with anyone requesting to be heard in person being notified in 
advance of the date. 

Receive a further report following the close of the submission period to enable Council 
to make a final decision on the above matters.” 

2. Background/Issues 
The Subject Land comprises of land contained in certificate of title volume 11208 folio 537 
and known as Lot 1 on title plan TP969567B (Lot 1) and a hiatus land on the eastern 
boundary of the Lot 1.  
The Subject Land is in the Kororoit Precinct Structure Plan (Kororoit PSP), is approximately 
10.41 metres wide, and previously ran from Taylors Road in the north to Kororoit Creek in 
the south. A planning permit (PA2021/7600) has been issued for the multi lot subdivision at 
137-235 Sinclairs Road, Deanside, and covers both Property 66 and Property 66A in the 
Kororoit PSP. This estate is known as the Monarch Estate.  
This land is required for a drainage outfall into a wetland as part of the Carolina South Estate 
being developed by Avid to the north, and the construction of a road and other infrastructure 
as part of the Monarch Estate. No drainage or other public works can occur on the land with 
the current status.   
As part of investigations conducted by Central Equity, the developer of Monarch Estate, it 
was established that the Subject Land has become (or was set aside as) a road between 
August 1853 and December 1853. The Subject Land is denoted as a road on registered 
materials held by Land Use Victoria.  
The title search of the Subject Land does not disclose that the Subject Land is known to title 
as a ‘road’. Officers have sought legal advice which confirms that the Subject Land is known 
to title as a ‘road’ within the meaning of the LGA 1989 based on comprehensive title 
investigations undertaken on behalf of the Developer and which have been presented to 
Council. 
On the basis that Council accepts the Subject Land as a road, Council is able to exercise 
any of its road and traffic powers, as set out in Schedule 10 and 11 of the LGA  1989, in 
respect of the Subject Land, including road discontinuance and vesting of the whole or part 
of the discontinued road in the Council. 
Public Highway Declaration  
Officers have sought legal advice as to the options available to secure title to the Subject 
Land and to facilitate the creation of the Subject Land as road, public open space and 
drainage reserves consistent with the proposed subdivision development plan for Monarch 
Estate, Deanside.   
Council has the power to declare a road to be a ‘public highway’ under section 204(1) of the 
LGA 1989, which reads:  

A Council may, by notice published in the Government Gazette, declare a road in its 
municipal district to be a public highway for the purposes of this Act 

Council can only declare such part of the Subject Land to be a public highway, if it is satisfied 
that the road is reasonably required as a public right of way. A future requirement for the 
road to be set aside as a public highway, can be sufficient basis for declaration as a public 
highway. 
Given that Council is satisfied that the Subject Land is a “road” within the meaning of the 
LGA  1989, Council can initiate the statutory process to propose to declare that part of the 
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Subject Land as road marked hatched on the Public Highway Plan to be a public highway 
pursuant to sections 204(1) and 223 of the LGA 1989. 
If Council is minded to declare that part of the Subject Land as a public highway, that part of 
the Subject Land as road marked hatched on the Public Highway Plan, as denoted in Figure 
1, would vest in Council as a road, and a public highway under clauses 1(4) and 1(5) of 
Schedule 5 of the Road Management Act 2004.  
Figure 1: Part of the Subject Land proposed to be declared as a public highway. 

 
If, once having completed the statutory process, Council resolves to declare part of the 
Subject Land marked hatched on the Public Highway Plan as a public highway, the title 
would need to be formalised by way of a section 54 or section 59 application pursuant to the 
Transfer of Land Act 1958, or, if necessary, pursuant to section 35(8) of the Subdivisions Act 
1988.  
Road Discontinuance  
The balance of the Subject Land is also a road within the meaning of the LGA 1989 and is 
proposed to be discontinued pursuant to Clause 3 of Schedule 10, section 206, 207A and 
223 of the LGA 1989 which were not repealed in the transition to the Local Government Act 
2020.  
This is proposed on the basis that the balance land serves no useful purpose as a road and, 
if discontinued, could be vested in Council and repurposed as reserves servicing the 
Monarch Estate. 
The balance of the Subject Land proposed to be discontinued as a road is delineated by bold 
thick lines and hatched in the Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: The balance of the Subject Land proposed to be discontinued as a road. 

 
Subdivision  
If Council resolves to discontinue the balance of the Subject Land as road, Council may then 
create the relevant part of the discontinued road as public open space and drainage 
reserves, as required, on a plan of subdivision pursuant to section 35(8) of the Subdivisions 
Act 1988 on the basis that the land has been vested in Council. The plan would require 
certification and registration in accordance with the Subdivisions Act 1988. In effect, this 
would create separate titles to the public open space and drainage reserves in Council’s 
name. The creation of public open space and drainage reserves on the balance of the 
Subject Land is a requirement under planning permit number PA2021/7600, which the 
developer would need to comply with in order to develop the Monarch Estate in accordance 
with the planning permit.   

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.3 A City with accessible infrastructure that meets the needs of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Officers obtained an estimate that legal costs and disbursement may be in the order of 
$25,000 to finalise the matter. The developer has agreed to reimburse these costs to 
Council. It is likely the final cost will be less than the estimate, on the basis that Council’s 
internal legal team have and will continue to undertake a number of administrative functions 
as required.  
The associated expenses in advertising the public notice, and the fees for publication in the 
Government Gazette are included in the recurrent Governance budget.  
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Where Council is minded to discontinue the Road, it must first commence a public 
consultation process pursuant to section 207A and 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, 
and Council’s Community Engagement Policy. Council must publish a Public Notice of the 
proposed discontinuance in the Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly newspaper, and on 
Council’s Website which specifies:  
i. the matter in respect of which the right to make a submission applies; 
ii. containing the prescribed details in respect of that matter; 
iii. the date by which submissions are to be submitted, being a date which is not less than 

28 days after the date on which the public notice is published; 
iv. stating that a person making a submission is entitled to request in the submission that 

the person wishes to appear in person, or to be represented by a person specified in 
the submission, at a meeting to be heard in support of the submission; 

If required, Council must convene a submissions hearing pursuant to section 223 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 to hear from anyone who states in their submission their desire 
to be heard in person and that, if required, the meeting be conducted via videoconference, 
with anyone requesting to be heard in person being notified in advance of the date and time.  
On 29 October, Council published a public notice on its website and in the Melton & 
Moorabool Star weekly newspaper. A copy of that notice is below. No submissions were 
received.  

 

https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#public_notice
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#publish
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
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6. Risk Analysis 
The Developer has agreed to reimburse Council for its legal costs in respect of the proposal, 
including the public highway declaration process, preparation of gazettal and public notices, 
Application for Registration as required.  
Should Council not be minded declaring the land a public highway and discontinue the 
balance land, the developer will be unable to progress to compliance for future stages of 
development.  

7. Options 
That Council:  
1. Adopt the recommendations as set out in this report;  
2. Not adopt the recommendations set out in this report and advise the developer 

accordingly.  
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.10 DEED OF RENEWAL - PART 231-319 FAULKNERS ROAD, MT COTTRELL 
Author: Sian Rainford - Interim Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
The purpose of this report is to present to Council for consideration the options for execution of the 
further term lease with Airservices Australia.   
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to execute the Further Term in 
substantially the same form as to the attached at Appendix 1. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Turner. 
That Council authorise the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to execute the Further Term in 
substantially the same form as to the attached at Appendix 1.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council is the Landlord under a lease with Airservices Australia (ABN 59 698 720 886) which 
commenced 1 January 2016, for an initial term of nine (9) years, and one (1) option to extend 
for a period of ten (10) years (Further Term) for the use of part of the land at 231-319 
Faulkners Road, Mount Cottrell (the Subject Land).  
This report seeks explicit delegation to the Chief Executive Officer to execute the Deed of 
Renewal formalising the Further Term option with Airservices Australia, in circumstances 
where Council resolved to enter into the lease, the Lease was executed under Common 
Seal, and the resolution was silent on preferred execution of the Deed of Renewal.  

2. Background/Issues 
At its meeting of Council of 21 November 2016, Council resolved to enter into a 9-year lease 
with a 10-year option to extend, witwh Airservices Australia for the use of part of the land at 
231-319 Faulkners Road, Mount Cottrell. The total land parcel is presently subject to a 
number of existing leases being Airservices, Crown Castle and Powercor Australia Pty Ltd. 
Airservices occupy approximately 2500 square metres of the land. The Subject Land of the 
lease with Airservces Australia is the being the land shown as L1 and highlighted in yellow 
on the Plan in section 2 of this report, and part of the land described in Certificate of Title 
Volume 10988 Folio 454, being Lot 4 on Plan of Subdivision number 141929.  
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According to the Airservices Australia website, the Tenant provide “a range of world-class 
services that allow safe and equitable access to [the] skies”. The primary focus is “ensuring 
safe air travel”. 

The permitted purpose under the subject lease with Airservices Australia is for any purpose 
consistent with the permitted functions, purposes and obligations of Airservices Australia 
under the Air Services Act 1995 (Cth) at an annual rental of $28,000 plus GST per annum 
commencing 1 January 2016.  
Airservices Australia has leased the premises since 1996, prior to Council being the 
landowner of the land. Council (as landowner) entered into the first lease with Airservices in 
2016, for an initial term of nine (9) years with one option to extend for a period of ten (10) 
years. Airservices formally notified Council to exercise their option to extend pursuant to the 
lease.  

The commencing rent, pursuant to the 21 November 2016 resolution was $28,000 including 
GST with increases for CPI and market review contemplated within the Further Term. 
Pursuant to the Lease, a market rent review is required at the commencement date of the 
Further Term. Council obtained a market rent review which provided a valuation of $30,000 
per annum. 
No CPI adjustment is required at the commencement of the Further Term. A CPI adjustment 
will be applied on each anniversary of the commencement date of the Further Term, being 1 
January 2026 and each 1 January for the duration of the Further Term. 
The Tenant has acknowledged the increased rent for the duration of the Further Term. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.2 Health and community services are accessible locally. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
Pursuant to the term of the Lease, the rental amount is $30,000 per annum, with a CPI 
adjustment to occur on each anniversary from 1 January 2025, until the end of the Further 
Term.  
There are no other financial considerations to the recommendation contained within this 
report.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council’s powers to lease land are outlined in section 115 of the Local Government Act 2020 
(Act). Council is required to publicly advertise its notice of proposal to lease land in 
accordance with section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. Public Notice of Council’s 
intention to lease the land was given on 10 November 2015. No submissions were received. 
The public notice at the time included the option for the further term, and as such, no further 
consultation is required.  

6. Risk Analysis 
If Council resolves to delegate signing of required documentation to the CEO, there is 
minimal risk to Council. The arrangement will continue to operate in line with the terms of the 
lease, which has been the status quo for 11 years prior to Council being landowner of the 
Subject Land, and since 1996.  
If Council resolved not to delegate to the CEO to execute the Further Term, Council would 
be acting contradictory to the terms of the lease, which provide the Tenant with the option to 
exercise the Further Term. Council would also become responsible for the Subject Land. 
Council has received no interest in use of the site and the Tenant has been maintained a 
cooperative and productive relationship with Council throughout the duration of the lease.   

7. Options 
1. Enter into the Deed of Renewal to formalise the Further Term of the Lease.  

2. Resolve not to enter into the Deed of Renewal and receive a further report from 
Officers outlining the associated risks. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Draft Deed of Renewal - Airservices Australia 
2.  Lease Airservices Australia commencing 1 January 2016 
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12.11 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Author: Bernadette Bensley - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the confirmed minutes (minutes) of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting 
held on 5 December 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting and Summary Report 

of the Committee for the meeting held 5 December 2024, provided as Appendix 1 to this 
report. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes. 

3. Adopt the revised Audit and Risk Committee Charter, provided as Appendix 2. 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Ramsey. 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting and Summary Report 

of the Committee for the meeting held 5 December 2024, provided as Appendix 1 to this 
report. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes. 

3. Adopt the revised Audit and Risk Committee Charter, provided as Appendix 2.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 5 December 2024 are 
appended to this report as Appendix 1, inclusive of a Summary Report of the Committee 
prepared by the Audit and Risk Committee Chairperson, Jeff Rigby. 
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 
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The Audit and Risk Committee reviewed its Charter at its meeting on 5 December 2024.  
Changes proposed by the Committee and Management have been incorporated and the 
amended Audit and Risk Committee Charter is appended as Appendix 2 for approval.  

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by Council pursuant to Section 53 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance 
reporting, Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and 
oversee the internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
The Audit and Risk Committee is required to review its Charter biennially. At its meeting on 5 
December 2024 the Charter was reviewed and is appended as Appendix 2, with a track 
changes copy provided as Appendix 3. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit 
and Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee 
it feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit 
and Risk Committee Charter. 
The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports were received from Crs Carli, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Zada, Verdon, Majdlik, 
Vandenberg, Turner, and Mayor Abboushi. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 940 (CR DR ZADA) - LEAKES ROAD TRAFFIC LIGHTS 
 

Councillor: Phillip Zada  
 

NOTICE: 
That Council writes to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety and the local Member for Kororoit, 
urging immediate action in the upcoming Victorian budget to prioritise the implementation of traffic 
lights at the intersection of Western Highway and Leakes Road, a known hotspot for traffic 
incidents, to address the significant safety risks and prevent further collisions, and to request an 
update on the Western Highway Business Case which is exploring options to upgrade the Western 
Freeway between Harkness Road and Christies Road. 
 
Motion 
Crs Zada/Majdlik. 
That Council writes to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety and the local Member for Kororoit, 
urging immediate action in the upcoming Victorian budget to prioritise the implementation of a 
traffic lights solution at the intersection of Western Highway and Leakes Road, a known hotspot for 
traffic incidents, to address the significant safety risks and prevent further collisions, and to request 
an update on the Western Highway Business Case which is exploring options to upgrade the 
Western Freeway between Harkness Road and Christies Road.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 941 (CR DR ZADA) - ROCKBANK STATION 
 

Councillor: Phillip Zada  
 

NOTICE: 
That Council writes to the Minister for Public and Active Transport, the Minister for Transport and 
Infrastructure and VicTrack to: 
1. Raise Council’s and the community’s significant concerns with the safety and amenity issues 

at Rockbank Train Station, including insufficient parking, safety concerns, lack of essential 
amenities, and inadequate public transport services, which are critically impacting the station 
and the residents who rely on it. 

2. Seek that they meet the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to formulate an achievable plan 
to address the urgent issues of Rockbank Train Station and broader public transport 
provision to address the concerns detailed above. 

 
Motion 
Crs Zada/Majdlik. 
That Council writes to the Minister for Public and Active Transport, the Minister for Transport and 
Infrastructure and VicTrack to: 
1. Raise Council’s and the community’s significant concerns with the safety and amenity issues 

at Rockbank Train Station, including insufficient parking, safety concerns, lack of essential 
amenities, and inadequate public transport services, which are critically impacting the station 
and the residents who rely on it. 

2. Seek that they meet the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to formulate an achievable plan to 
address the urgent issues of Rockbank Train Station and broader public transport provision 
to address the concerns detailed above. 

  
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 943 (CR TURNER) - SOUNDWALL FOR SILVERDALE 
ESTATE 

Councillor: Bob Turner 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council receive a report at a future Council Meeting explaining the cost involved in 
constructing a sound wall for the Silverdale Estate including any possible timeline and any other 
options that may be available. 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Ramsey. 
That Council receive a report at a future Council Meeting explaining the cost involved in 
constructing a sound wall for the Silverdale Estate including any possible timeline and any other 
options that may be available.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 944 (CR MORRIS) - TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN AND 
FEASIBILITY REPORT FOR EXFORD & WILSONS RD INTERSECTION 

Councillor: Brandi Morris  
 

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Requests Officers explore the feasibility of installing traffic lights at the corner of Exford Road 

and Wilsons Road, with the aim of reducing congestion and enhancing safety for all road 
users during peak school hours. 

2. Request Officers provide a report to a briefing of Councillors on the outcome of the feasibility 
of installing traffic lights at the corner of Exford Road and Wilsons Road and outline any other 
traffic treatment options and associated costs. 

Motion 
Crs Morris/Zada. 
That Council: 
1. Requests Officers explore the feasibility of installing traffic lights at the corner of Exford Road 

and Wilsons Road, with the aim of reducing congestion and enhancing safety for all road 
users during peak school hours. 

2. Request Officers provide a report to a briefing of Councillors on the outcome of the feasibility 
of installing traffic lights at the corner of Exford Road and Wilsons Road and outline any other 
traffic treatment options and associated costs.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 945 (CR SHANNON) - ADVOCACY ON FUTURE 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Councillor: Julie Shannon  
 

NOTICE: 
That Council writes to the Minister and Shadow Minister for Education (and any other relevant 
ministers) requesting: 
1. Information on all future planned public Secondary Schools in the City of Melton, including 

planned location and timing for construction; and 
2. An urgent review of the provision of secondary schools in the City of the Melton considering 

the rate of growth and number of babies born. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 
That Council writes to the Minister and Shadow Minister for Education (and any other relevant 
ministers) requesting: 
1. Information on all future planned public Secondary Schools in the City of Melton, including 

planned location and timing for construction; and 
2. An urgent review of the provision of secondary schools in the City of the Melton considering 

the rate of growth and number of babies born.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION 946 (CR VANDENBERG) - ROCKBANK STATION 
TEMPORARY CAR PARK 

Councillor: Ashleigh Vandenberg  
 

NOTICE: 
That Council to receive a report at a future Council Meeting, outlining available Council land 
options within a 5km radius of Rockbank Station for use as a temporary car park, with the report to 
include the costing for any remediation or construction costs. 
Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Verdon. 
That Council to receive a report at a future Council Meeting, outlining available Council land 
options within a 5km radius of Rockbank Station for use as a temporary car park, with the report to 
include the costing for any remediation or construction costs.  
 
For: Crs Vandenberg & Verdon  
Against: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner & Zada 
Abstained: Nil 
 

LOST 
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14.7 NOTICE OF MOTION 947 (CR CARLI) - HONOURING MICHAEL JOHNSTONE 
Councillor: Lara Carli  

 

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Receives a briefing which considers naming a component of the Hillside Recreation Reserve 

Sporting Facilities (such as an oval or club rooms etc..) after Michael Johnstone, the founder 
of Sydenham Hillside Football Club once the Memorial and Recognition Policy is approved by 
Council. 

2. In developing the briefing paper, engages in discussions with the Johnstone family, Hillside 
Sharks Football Club and Sydenham Hillside Cricket Club about this proposal. 

Motion 
Crs Carli/Majdlik. 
That Council: 
1. Receives a briefing which considers naming a component of the Hillside Recreation Reserve 

Sporting Facilities (such as an oval or club rooms etc..) after Michael Johnstone, the founder 
of Sydenham Hillside Football Club once the Memorial and Recognition Policy is approved by 
Council. 

2. In developing the briefing paper, engages in discussions with the Johnstone family, Hillside 
Sharks Football Club and Sydenham Hillside Cricket Club about this proposal.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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At 9.10pm, prior to consideration of Item 14.8 – ‘Notice of Motion 948 (Cr Abboushi) – Bus Stop 
Shelter Upgrade’, Mayor Abboushi vacated the Chair and requested Cr Carli to take the Chair. 
 
14.8 NOTICE OF MOTION 948 (CR ABBOUSHI) - BUS STOP SHELTER UPGRADE 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi  
 

NOTICE: 
That Council send a letter to Public Transport Victoria (PTV) and the Minister for Public and Active 
Transport, the Hon Gabrielle Williams, requesting the immediate upgrade of the bus stop located at 
the corner of Neals and Hopkins Road, Deanside, which serves both Deanside Village residents 
and those from the surrounding area. The upgrade should include the installation of a shelter to 
provide protection for users from adverse weather conditions. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Zada. 
That Council send a letter to Public Transport Victoria (PTV) and the Minister for Public and Active 
Transport, the Hon Gabrielle Williams, requesting the immediate upgrade of the bus stop located at 
the corner of Neals and Hopkins Road, Deanside, which serves both Deanside Village residents 
and those from the surrounding area. The upgrade should include the installation of a shelter to 
provide protection for users from adverse weather conditions.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
 
At 9.15pm, following consideration of Item 14.8, Cr Carli vacated the Chair and Mayor Abboushi 
resumed the Chair. 
 
Cr Morris departed the Chamber at 9.15pm.  
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14.9 NOTICE OF MOTION 949 (CR MAJDLIK) - PLUMPTON AQUATIC CENTRE 
PROGRESS 

Councillor: Kathy Majdlik 
 
Cr Morris returned to the Chamber at 9.18pm. 
 
Cr Ramsey departed the Chamber at 9.18pm. 

 

NOTICE: 
That Council endorse, support and acknowledge the works undertaken thus far for the Plumpton 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre and Function space and that a briefing of Councillors be provided to 
review the current Aquatic Strategy to review if it is still fit for purpose. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Carli. 
That Council endorse, support and acknowledge the works undertaken thus far for the Plumpton 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre and Function space and that a briefing of Councillors be provided to 
review the current Aquatic Strategy to review if it is still fit for purpose.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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15. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Cr. Ramsey returned to the Chamber at 9.20pm. 
 
Cr. Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 9.20pm. 
 
Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Appointment of Independent Audit and Risk Committee Member 

(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

16.2 Mt Atkinson Active Open Space - Project Update 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.3 Land Acquisition - Rockbank 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.4 Land Acquisition - Deanside 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.5 Provision of Land for Active Open Space 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.6 Contract No. 21-058 - Melton Recycling Facility Resource Recovery Precinct Design 
& Construct - Update 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.7 Contract No. 25-044 - Mt Carberry Childrens & Community Centre - Head Consultant 
Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.8 Contract No. 25-052 - Deanside Children's and Community Centre - Head 
Consultant Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
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(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.9 Contract No. 25-064 - MacPherson Park Rugby Pavilion - Head Contractor 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.10 Contract No. 25-066 - Diggers Rest Community Centre - Head Consultant Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Carli. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Appointment of Independent Audit and Risk Committee Member 

(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

16.2 Mt Atkinson Active Open Space - Project Update 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.3 Land Acquisition - Rockbank 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.4 Land Acquisition - Deanside 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.5 Provision of Land for Active Open Space 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.6 Contract No. 21-058 - Melton Recycling Facility Resource Recovery Precinct Design 
& Construct - Update 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
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16.7 Contract No. 25-044 - Mt Carberry Childrens & Community Centre - Head Consultant 
Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.8 Contract No. 25-052 - Deanside Children's and Community Centre - Head 
Consultant Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.9 Contract No. 25-064 - MacPherson Park Rugby Pavilion - Head Contractor 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.10 Contract No. 25-066 - Diggers Rest Community Centre - Head Consultant Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon & Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 9.22pm. 
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17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9.43pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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