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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, 232 

HIGH STREET, MELTON ON 7 MARCH 2016 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
Present: Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 

Cr R Cugliari (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr M Bentley 
Cr L Carli 
Cr N Dunn 
Cr K Ramsey 
Cr B Turner 
 
Mr K Tori, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr P Bean, General Manager Planning and Development 
Mr M Heaney, General Manager Community Services  
Mr L Shannon, General Manager Corporate Services 
Ms LJ Mellan, Manager City Design, Strategy and Environment  
Mr D Hogan, Manager Customer Engagement 
Ms T Spiteri, Governance Coordinator 

 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Majdlik read the opening prayer and reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS 

 RECOMMENDATION: 

 That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 8 February 2016 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 

Crs Ramsey/Carli. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 

7. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

Nil.  

8. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

 A petition was received on Monday, 7 March with approx 1,400 signatures calling 
for the cancelation of the lease agreement with Vodafone, for the 
telecommunication infrastructure located at Brookside Recreation Reserve.  

Cr Nola Dunn tabled the petition.  

9. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED OVER 
FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.   

10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Name Question asked of Council 

David O’Connor  Installation of ‘Keep Clear’ markings at 
Welcome Rd and Diggers Rest Coimadai 
Road and the retention of the bus stop 
between Mullock Road and Glitter Road. 

David O’Connor Implementing objectives from the ‘Youth 
Strategy’ and Engaging with the Diggers 
Rest youth. 

Allen Fairweather Local Law Officers and invasion of home 
owners privacy.   

Allen Fairweather Allowable size of a shed within a 
residential zone. 

Michelle Mendes Developing a private cemetery in Arnolds 
Creek.  
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Michelle Mendes Duplication of the Melton railway line. 

Seamus Ryan  Councils notification of a permit process to 
Clubs that occupy the Brookside 
Recreation Reserve.  

Seamus Ryan  Provision of dates of the following 
notifications, and approved permit for the 
Vodafone tower.  

Michelle Spiteri Councils proactive approach to monitoring 
and policing of an increasingly high traffic 
zone where the road is unsealed.  

Michelle Spiteri Councils measures and processes in 
implementing monitoring and policing 
unsealed roads of high traffic use.  

Andreas Antoniou Approval of applications for subdivision 
within the Green Wedge Zone, and 
refusal of applications for subdivision 
within the Urban Growth Zone. 

Androulla Touvanna T-intersection at Mt Cottrell Road, Beattys 
Road and Western Hwy.  
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11. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

Procedural Motion 

Crs Cugliari/Ramsey 

That the recommendations as printed in items 11.1, 11.2, 11.3 and 11.4 be adopted in block. 

CARRIED 
 

11.1 AUTHORISATION OF AFFIXING THE COMMON SEAL OF COUNCIL 

Author: Tracy Spiteri- Governance Coordinator  
Presenter: Luke Shannon- General Manager Corporate Services  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

 For Council to adopt the schedule of documents requiring the Common Seal of Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Council Seal be affixed to the documentation as detailed in the schedule for Authorising of 
Affixing of the Common Seal of Melton City Council dated 7 March 2016. 

 Crs Cugliari/Ramsey. That the recommendation be adopted. 

               CARRIED  

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Documents requiring the Common Seal of Council to be affixed are detailed in Appendix 1. 

2. Background/Issues 

Use of the Council Seal is required where Council as a body corporate is required to acquit a 
document or agreement for the purpose of performing its functions and exercising its powers. 
 
The Local Government Act 1989 prescribes that a Council must have a common seal, and 
that the common seal must –  

(a) Bear the name of the Council (which name may refer to the inhabitants of the 
municipal district) and any other word, letter, sign or device the Council 
determines should be included; and 

(b) Be kept at the Council office; and 

(c) Be used in accordance with the local laws of the Council. 

 
Council’s Meeting Procedure Local Law (2013) prescribes the use of Council’s Common 
Seal and the authorized officers who have the authority to sign every document to which the 
common seal is affixed. 
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3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

 2.  A Well Governed and Leading Organisation:  Operating with innovation, transparency, 
accountability and sustainability 

 2.6  Ensure timely compliance with statutory and regulatory obligations. 

4. Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations relating to the use of the Council Seal. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Ensuring that the Council Seal is only affixed in accordance with a resolution of Council 
controls the potential risk of the Seal being incorrectly affixed to a document. 

7. Options 

Not applicable. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. Schedule for Authorising of Affixing the Common Seal. 
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MELTON CITY COUNCIL – ORDINARY MEETING OF 7 MARCH 2016 
SCHEDULE FOR AUTHORISING OF AFFIXING THE COMMON SEAL 

 

TITLE OF DOCUMENT OTHER PARTY AGREEMENT DETAIL RESPONSIBLE OFFICER 

Formal Instrument of Agreement Asphaltech Pty Ltd  Annual Resurfacing Program 2015/2016 Christine Denyer 

Deed of Agreement Goldfields Run Land Pty Ltd S173 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 Bob Baggio 
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11.2 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 

Author: Tracy Spiteri- Governance Coordinator 
Presenter: Luke Shannon- General Manager Corporate Services  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

 1. note the minutes of Advisory Committee meetings at Appendix 1, 2 and 3 

 2. adopt recommendations arising within the minutes. 

Crs Cugliari/Ramsey. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

In accordance with section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act), Council may 
establish a) Advisory Committees for the purpose of providing advice, or b) Special 
Committees which are delegated powers, duties or functions of Council. The establishment 
of an Audit Committee, considered an Advisory Committee of Council, is dealt with under 
section 139 of the Act. 

A Council appointed Advisory Committee meeting where at least one Councillor attends and 
which considers matters that are intended or likely to be the subject to a decision of Council, 
is considered an assembly of Councillors.  In accordance with section 80A of the Act, a 
written record of an assembly of Councillors must, as soon as practicable, be reported at an 
ordinary meeting of the Council.  The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this 
report forms the written record of the assembly detailing matters considered and any 
Councillor conflicts disclosed. 

2. Background/Issues 

Advisory Committees are established by a resolution of Council.  The role of an Advisory 
Committee, including the limits of power, are clearly defined in the Terms of Reference 
adopted by Council. 

The membership of Committees will vary depending upon its specific role.  Committee 
membership will generally comprise a Councillor/s, council staff and community 
representatives and may include key stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community 
service providers and organisations. 

Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually at the Statutory Meeting of Council.  Councillor representation on current Council 
Committees and to other organisations for 2016 were adopted by Council at the Ordinary 
Meeting held 10 November 2015. 
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Advisory Committees meet regularly during the year and minutes of all meetings are 
scheduled to be presented at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

Advisory Committee Meetings minutes attached to this report for Council acknowledgement 
and endorsement: 

Meeting Date Advisory Committee Attached 

4 February 2016 Disability Advisory Committee Meeting  Appendix 1 

10 February 2016 CALD Advisory Committee Meeting Appendix 2 

16 February 2016 Arts & Culture Advisory Committee Meeting Appendix 3 

3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

2. A Well Governed and Leading Organisation:  Operating with innovation, transparency, 
accountability and sustainability 

2.3 Facilitate community engagement in planning and decision making 

4. Financial Considerations 

Advisory Committee are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council.  Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community.  Such a Committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture.  An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 

With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 

It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 

Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend or seek further information on any of the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. Disability Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 4 February 2016 

2. CALD Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 10 February 2016 

3. Arts & Culture Advisory Committee Minutes - 16 February 2016 
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11.3 MUNICIPAL AUDIT COMMITTEE MINUTES - 24 FEBRUARY 2016 

Author: Cheryl Santoro- Senior Administration Officer 
Presenter: Kel Tori- Chief Executive Officer  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present to Council the minutes of the Municipal Audit Committee meeting held Wednesday, 24 
February 2016. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. note the minutes of the Municipal Audit Committee meeting held Wednesday, 24 February 
2016 

2. adopt the recommendations arising within the minutes. 

 Crs Cugliari/Ramsey. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The minutes of the Audit Committee meeting held on 24 February 2016, are appended to 
this report as Appendix 1. The Committee considered various issues in relation to risk, 
financial management and governance and the minutes contain recommendations for the 
consideration of Council. 

2. Background/Issues 

It is a requirement within the Terms of Reference of the Municipal Audit Committee to meet 
and report its decisions and recommendations to the Council for consideration. 

Issues discussed and recommendations made by the Committee are noted in the minutes for 
action by both individuals and Council. 

3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

2. A Well Governed and Leading Organisation:  Operating with innovation, transparency, 
accountability and sustainability 

2.6  Ensure timely compliance with statutory and regulatory obligations 

4. Financial Considerations 

A provision has been provided in this year’s budget for the remuneration on a fee per 
meeting basis for independent members of the Committee, with an additional amount paid to 
the Chairperson. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

The Municipal Audit Committee consists of Councillors Carli and Bentley and three 
independent external audit members Mr Alan Hall as Chairperson, Mr Adam Roberts and Mr 
Stan Naylor. 

6. Risk Analysis 

N/A 

7. Options 

The Audit Committee is an advisory committee of Council, and Council therefore has the 
discretion to accept, reject or amend its recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. Municipal Audit Committee Minutes - 24 February 2016 

2. Quarterly Finance Report for period ended 31 December 2015  
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11.4 DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY EXERCISED 1 JULY 2015 TO 31 DECEMBER 

2015 

Author: Dominique Roberts- Governance Officer 
Presenter: Luke Shannon- General Manager Corporate Services  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To advise Council of the general Delegations of Authority exercised for the period 1 July 2015 to  
31 December 2015, and the Building and Planning Delegations exercised for the period 1 July 
2015 to 31 December 2015. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the report be received for information. 

  Crs Cugliari/Ramsey. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

To ensure the efficient business of Council, under Section 98 of the Local Government Act 
1989, Council may by Instrument of Delegation delegate authority to a member of its staff. 
General delegations exercised for the period 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015 are detailed 
in Appendix 1 and Building and Planning delegations exercised for the period 1 July 2015 to 
31 December 2015 are detailed in Appendices 2 and 3. 

2. Background/Issues 

Section 98 of the Local Government Act 1989 sets out that: 

A Council may by Instrument of Delegation delegate to a member of its staff any power, duty 
or function of a Council under this Act or any other Act other than -  

1. This power of delegation; and 

2. The power to declare a rate or charge; and 

3. The power to borrow money; and 

4. The power to approve any expenditure not contained in a budget approved by the 
Council; and 

5. Any power, duty or function of the Council under Section 223; and 

6. Any prescribed power. 

The Chief Executive may also delegate any power to a member of Council staff to exercise 
any of his duties, powers or functions, except for his power to delegate.  Council have 
previously resolved to periodically receive a report setting out specific delegations that have 
been enacted by staff. 

Attached as Appendix 1 are the general delegations exercised for the period 1 July 2015 to 
31 December 2015 and Appendices 2 and 3 are the Planning and Building delegations for 
the period 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015.   
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3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

2.  A Well Governed and Leading Organisation:  Operating with innovation, transparency, 
 accountability and sustainability 

2.6  Ensure timely compliance with statutory and regulatory obligations. 

4. Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations regarding this report. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

There is no requirement for consultation or public submissions in consideration of this item. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Reporting to Council significant delegations exercised by Officers provides oversight and 
limits the risk of inappropriate use of delegated authorities. 

7. Options 

There are no options in consideration of this item. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. General Delegations - 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015 

2. Planning Delegations - 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015 

3. Building Delegations - 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015 
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11.5 COUNCIL ANNUAL ACTION PLAN SECOND QUARTER (1 OCTOBER - 31 

DECEMBER 2015) PROGRESS REPORT 

Author: Fiona MacPherson- Corporate Policy and Planning Coordinator 
Presenter: Maurie Heaney- General Manager Community Services  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide the second quarter update (1 October - 31 December 2015) on the progressive 
achievement of the Council’s 2015-16 Annual Action Plan. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receive and note the 2015-16 Annual Action Plan Second Quarter (1 October - 31 
December 2015) Progress Report as presented at Appendix 1. 

Crs Turner/Carli. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The 2013-2017 Melton City Council Plan is prepared in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1989. The Plan is reviewed on an annual basis to adapt to the evolving 
needs of our growing community.  

Each year, Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the activities and initiatives 
that Council will work towards achieving, which respond to the strategic outcomes and 
strategies identified in the Council Plan. This is aligned with the Council’s annual budget 
development process. 

The progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan is reported at the conclusion of each 
quarter of the financial year, with a final summary provided at the conclusion of each 
financial year, through the production of Council’s Annual Report.  

Appendix 1 provides detail on activity for the second quarter (1 October - 31 December 
2015), inclusive of the first six months of the financial year period (1 July - 31 December 
2015), in the progressive achievement of the 2015-16 Annual Action Plan. 

2. Background/Issues 

The Council Plan is Council’s primary vision and strategic planning document that 
establishes the direction Council has committed for its term of office (4 years). The Council 
Plan contains the objectives, strategies and performance indicators. 

Each year Council provides a range of services, activities and initiatives for our community. 
These key strategic activities and new initiatives are included in the development of an 
Annual Action Plan. 

The 2015-16 Annual Action Plan provides 147 actions that Council has committed to deliver. 
Council provides the community with quarterly progress reports that support Council’s 
commitment in providing transparency, through public access to relevant information, 
decision making and strategic documents. 

Appendix 1 provides a detailed summary on the status of each action in the 2015-16 Annual 
Action Plan, inclusive of period from 1 July - 31 December 2015. 
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The following table provides summary of progress against actions. 
 

Status Description Number of 
actions 

Achieved The Action is completed.  22 

On track 
The Action is progressing on target to be achieved 
within the timeline. 

123 

Behind 
Schedule 

Work associated with the Action has been delayed 
impacting on the current timeframe. An explanation of 
the cause and remedial action is provided in the 
‘comments’ column with the revised due date. 

2 

Postponed 

The Action has been deferred for the financial year 
due to circumstances outside Councils control. An 
explanation has been provided. 

0 

Total 147 

 

Key achievements extending from the first quarter progress report include: 

- The finalisation of key strategic documents including: 

o Housing Character Study and Design Guidelines 

o Library Collection Strategy for 2015-2018 

o Library Outreach Strategy 

o The General Local Law (2015) 

- The implementation of new program and service initiatives, including: 

o Completion of construction of the Burnside Children’s and Community Centre. 

o Incentive based Buy Local program 

o Star Awards presentation recognising staff excellence 

o Develop a partnership to coordinate an illicit drugs forum with sporting clubs 

Upon Council receipt of this update, the Progress Report will be published on Council’s 
website. 

3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

2. A Well Governed and Leading Organisation:  Operating with innovation, transparency, 
accountability and sustainability 

2.1 Build community trust through socially responsible governance for long term 
sustainability 

4. Financial Considerations 

Initiatives and activities delivered from the Action Plan are contained within Council approved 
2015-16 Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

The 2013-17 Council planning process involved extensive consultation of stakeholders 
including the community, Council staff, government agencies, community organisations and 
private industry. This process resulted in the publication of the 2013-2017 Melton City 
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Council Plan. The 2015-16 Council Annual Action Plan is prepared from internal consultation 
of Council management. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Nil 

7. Options 

Nil 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. Second Quarter (1 October - 31 December 2015) CAAP Peformance Progress Report 
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11.6 ELECTION PERIOD POLICY 

Author: Tracy Spiteri- Governance Coordinator 
Presenter: Luke Shannon- General Manager Corporate Services  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the Election Period Policy for the 2016 General Elections prepared in accordance with 
section 93B of the Local Government Act 1989. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopt the Election Period Policy at Appendix 1. 

Crs Turner/Bentley. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

In October 2015 the Local Government Amendment (Improved Governance) Act 2015 was 
passed by Parliament, instituting significant changes to the Local Government Act 1989 (the 
Act), select provisions effective 2 December 2015.   

An immediate electoral reform is the requirement for all Councils to adopt an Election Period 
Policy by 31 March 2016, binding the 2016 General Elections. The policy is intended to 
support the transparency and probity of the election process and to safeguard the authority 
of the incoming Council. 

2. Background/Issues 

The Local Government Amendment (Improved Governance) Act 2015 introduced a raft of 
changes to the Local Government Act, primarily to improve the accountability of Councillors, 
strengthen Council governance and support the integrity and efficient conduct of the 2016 
Elections. 

Electoral reforms include: 

• making the Victorian Electoral Commission the statutory provider for all council elections. 

Pending assent (March 2016).  

• removing the requirement for an exhibition voters’ roll. Pending assent (March 2016).  

• preventing a person who is banned from being a company director, from being a 

candidate at an election or continuing as a councillor. Pending assent (March 2016).  

• enabling a returning officer to remove a candidate found to be disqualified from the ballot 

paper. Pending assent (March 2016).  

• requiring councils to have an election period (or ‘caretaker’) policy and clarifying 

limitations on publication of council documents during the election period. In effect. 

Section 93B of the Act now requires Council to prepare, adopt and maintain an election 
period policy, and to adopt the policy by 31 March 2016. Specifically, the Election Period 
Policy must include: 
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(a) procedures intended to prevent the Council from making inappropriate decisions or 
using resources inappropriately during the election period before a general election; 

(b) limits on public consultation and the scheduling of Council events; 

(c) procedures to ensure that access to information held by Council is made equally 
available and accessible to candidates during the election. 

The draft Election Period Policy attached at Appendix 1 has been prepared to comply with 
the changes to the Act and provides support and guidance to Councillors, Council staff and 
the public on Councils processes and procedures during the election period. 

The election period will commence at midday on 20 September 2016 and conclude at 
6.00pm on Election Day, 22 October, 2016. 

3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

2. A Well Governed and Leading Organisation:  Operating with innovation, transparency, 
accountability and sustainability 

2.6  Ensure timely compliance with statutory and regulatory obligations 

4. Financial Considerations 

There are no financial considerations. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

No consultation is required. The draft Election Period Policy has been prepared in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1989.   

6. Risk Analysis 

If Council does not adopt an Election Period Policy by 31 March 2016, it will breach the 
requirements of section 93B(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1989.  Failure to adopt an 
Election Period Policy will expose Council to a review by the Municipal Inspectorate.  

7. Options 

Nil.  Council must adopt an Election Period Policy by 31 March 2016 in accordance with the 
Act. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. Draft Election Period Policy  
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11.7 COUNCIL SUBMISSION TO THE MANAGING RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Author: Georgina Borg- Strategic Planner 
Presenter: Laura-Jo Mellan- Manager City Design, Strategy & Environment  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To consider the submission to the Managing Residential Development Advisory Committee 
regarding the implementation and application of the new residential zones in Melbourne.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council endorse the City of Melton’s submission to the Managing Residential Development 
Advisory Committee as presented in Appendix 1.  

Crs Bentley/Turner. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

In July 2013, new residential zones were introduced into the Victoria Planning Provisions. 
This concluded a six year period of consultation and discussion in which the Bracks, Brumby 
and Napthine Governments sought the views of the community and industry on the preferred 
structure and content of the new residential zones. 

Councils were given 12 months from July 2013 to implement the new residential zones into 
their planning schemes. The operation and application of the zones are now subject to 
review by the Victorian Government. 

To meet these requirements Melton City Council has done a considerable amount of work 
regarding the new residential zones in the form of the Melton Housing Diversity Strategy, 
2014 and is continuing to do so with the Housing Character Assessment and Design 
Guidelines, 2015. The City of Melton Housing Diversity Strategy, 2014 (the strategy) was 
new strategic work that analysed and assessed where Melton’s future growth would be most 
appropriately directed in the established areas of the municipality. 

The Managing Residential Development Advisory Committee (MRDAC) was appointed on 29 
November 2015 by the Minister for Planning to review the implementation and application of 
the new residential zones across Victoria. 

To aid the MRDAC, a Managing Residential Development Taskforce (the Taskforce) has 
been created within the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP).  
On 29 January 2016 the Taskforce released ‘State of Play’ reports including specific sub-
regional reports that give an empirical overview of zoning and housing in Melbourne and 
Victoria’s major regional cities.  

The MRDAC has called for submissions from stakeholders and the community based on the 
implementation and application of the new residential zones in conjunction with the State of 
Play Reports. Submissions are due on Monday, 14 March, 2016. 

Council Officers have reviewed the State of Play reports, and the operation of the new 
residential zones within the City of Melton to prepare a submission to the taskforce. 
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2. Background/Issues 

Background 

In July 2013, new residential zones were introduced into the Victoria Planning Provisions. 
This concluded a six year period of consultation and discussion in which the Bracks, Brumby 
and Napthine Governments sought the views of the community and industry on the preferred 
structure and content of the new residential zones. 

The new residential zones comprise the Residential Growth Zone (RGZ), the General 
Residential Zone (GRZ) and the Neighbourhood Residential Zone (NRZ). In combination, 
these zones enable councils and their communities to better direct the location and scale of 
residential change. 

Councils were given 12 months from July 2013 to implement the new residential zones into 
their planning schemes. Some Councils have used existing strategic policies (including older 
strategic work) to apply the new residential zones, whilst other Councils prepared new 
strategic work based on the new residential zones and criteria of Planning Practice Note 78. 
Councils without any policy opted for a translation of the former zones to the GRZ or could 
opt in to a Residential Zones Standing Advisory Committee. 

By January 2016, the majority of metropolitan municipalities and regional cities had 
completed a strategic implementation of the zones. 

The operation and application of the zones are now subject to review by the Victorian 
Government. 

Introduction of the MRDAC 

The Managing Residential Development Advisory Committee (MRDAC) was appointed on 29 
November 2015 by the Minister for Planning, the Hon Richard Wynne, under section 151 of 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to report on the application of the zones that provide 
for residential development in metropolitan Melbourne and the four regional cities of 
Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong and Latrobe. 

The MRDAC’s purpose as set out in its Terms of Reference (November 2015) are as follows: 

 Consider the process by which the new residential zones were implemented; 

 Review the current application of the zones that allow for residential development 
in the context of managing Melbourne and Victoria’s residential growth in a 
sustainable manner and improve housing affordability; 

 Advise on the level of evidence and justification needed when preparing relevant 
planning scheme amendments; 

 Recommend improvements to the residential zones; and 

 Provide Councils, the community and the industry with an opportunity to be heard. 

The Terms of Reference (November 2015) for the MRDAC state that it will be supported by 
the Managing Residential Development Taskforce comprising staff from the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). 

In accordance with the MRDAC Terms of Reference, the Taskforce has prepared: 

1. An Overarching Report establishing the demographic and housing supply context 
for reviewing the application of the new residential zones; 

2. Individual Residential Zones State of Play reports for the five Plan Melbourne 
subregions, which provide an overview at the subregional level including information 
on demographics, population growth, residential zoned land, dwelling supply and 
anticipated residential growth. This is followed by a chapter on each municipality 
which provides a short history of the residential zones including how the new 
residential zones were introduced, and by what method. 
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3. A combined Residential Zones State of Play Report for the regional cities of 
Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong and Latrobe 

4. A list of suggested improvements to the operation of the new residential zones.  

The reports of relevance to the City of Melton include the Overarching Report, the Western 
Subregion Report and the list of suggested improvements to the operation of the new 
residential zones. 

The MRDAC has called for submissions from stakeholders and the community based on the 
implementation and application of the new residential zones (including recommended 
improvements to the new residential zones) in conjunction with the State of Play Reports. 
Submissions are due on Monday, 14 March, 2016. 

The context of Melton City Council 

The new residential zones were applied on 1 July 2014 via Amendment VC116 to the Melton 
Planning Scheme which translated Residential 1, 2 and 3 Zones to the GRZ.  

Amendment VC116 was an interim measure to the Melton Planning Scheme as Melton City 
Council was in the process of finalising the Melton Housing Diversity Strategy, 2014 which 
was implemented through C157 shortly afterwards on 24 July 2014. 

Melton City Council was satisfied with the process undertaken to apply the new zones and 
has applied the new residential zones as they were intended with a sound strategic planning 
basis and in accordance with the principles and criteria for applying the residential zones in 
Planning Practice Note 78 (Applying the Residential Zones). 

The City of Melton Housing Diversity Strategy, 2014 (the strategy) was new strategic work 
that analysed and assessed where Melton’s future growth would be most appropriately 
directed in the established areas of the municipality (growth areas were not subject to this 
study). 

As part of the strategy, a residential character analysis was undertaken, which identified 
future residential areas for change in the established areas of the municipality. The 
designation of the future residential change areas were specifically guided by the suite of 
residential zones and the intensity of future development outcomes these zones seek to 
facilitate. Three change areas identified in the strategy are as follows: 

 Limited change area: Neighbourhood Residential Zone (NRZ); 

 Incremental change area: General Residential Zone (GRZ); and 

 Substantial change area: Residential Growth Zone (RGZ). 

The change areas identified in the strategy nominate those areas that have the ability to 
accommodate higher residential infill development, balanced against those areas that are 
more appropriate for lower levels or minimal levels of residential infill development. 

Melton City Council has also completed further work in the form of a Housing Character 
Assessment and Design Guidelines, 2015 (the report) that builds on the City of Melton 
Housing Diversity Strategy, 2014 and was commissioned in response to its 
recommendations. The report involved an assessment of neighbourhood character and the 
preparation of recommendations and design guidelines to inform the residential zone 
schedules. The strategy was developed through a collaborative approach between Council, 
key stakeholders and the community and was recently adopted by Council.  

Melton City Council are currently preparing an amendment to implement planning policy into 
the Municipal Strategic Statement and Local Planning Policy Framework and residential 
zone schedules of the Melton Planning Scheme. This work is based on the 
recommendations of the Housing Character Assessment and Design Guidelines, 2015. 
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Submission and Recommendations to the MRDAC 

As outlined in this report, Melton City Council has done a considerable amount of work 
regarding the new residential zones in the form of the Melton Housing Diversity Strategy, 
2014 and is continuing to do so with the Housing Character Assessment and Design 
Guidelines, 2015. Melton City Council is generally supportive of the new residential zones, it 
is noted that they have only been in operation for less than two years, which limits the extent 
to which the impacts of the zones can be assessed. 

Melton City Council recommendations to the MRDAC are detailed in Appendix 1, and 
outlined below: 

 That the MRDAC endorse the sound strategic basis by which the new residential 
zones were implemented into the Melton Planning Scheme. 

 That the MRDAC review the application of the new residential zones with a particular 
focus on the strategic justification. 

 Resolution of the issues of the application of the new residential zones are made on a 
Council-by-Council basis, rather than providing an overarching state intervention to 
all Councils. 

 That the MRDAC recommend to the Minister for Planning that a monitoring and 
review timeline be undertaken to properly assess the new residential zones when the 
appropriate information is available 

 That MRDAC recommend to the Minister for Planning that an in depth review of the 
application of the new zones, and the implications of this are undertaken in 
conjunction with the setting of strategic targets and strategies as a result of the Plan 
Melbourne Refresh. 

 That recent and relevant strategic planning documentation be prepared in order to 
justify the preparation of planning scheme amendments in line with any State and 
Local policy and be tested through rigorous consultation with stakeholders including 
the community. Just as Councils are required to undertake work to demonstrate 
strategic justification, the State government should also be required to undertake the 
same preparation to justify a planning scheme amendment. 

 That non-residential ‘as of right’ uses be reinstated as a Section 2 use under the 
RGZ, GRZ and NRZ so that: 

- the non-residential use can be properly assessed in the context of the locality  

- the non residential use can be properly assessed in line with relevant local 
planning policy such as retail and activity centre strategies 

- the non residential use be subject to third party appeal for a fair and balanced 
outcome for the surrounding residents and the community 

- Consider the introduction of a mechanism, such as a mandatory s173 condition, 
to prevent the re-subdivision of land in the NRZ to prevent the development of 
greater than 2 dwellings per (original) lot. 

3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

1. Managing our Growth: A clear vision to connect and develop a sustainable City 

1.1 Strategically plan for a well designed and built City 
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4. Financial Considerations 

A Melton City Council Submission to the Managing Residential Development Advisory 
Committee does not have any financial impacts.  However, it should be noted that Melton 
City Council allocated financial and staff resources to the preparation of the adopted 
‘Housing Diversity Strategy’ to provide the strategic justification to implement the new zones.  
As discussed in this report, the need to implement the new residential zones by July 2014 
was a directive from the Minister for Planning at that time.  Any changes which are required 
to the zones as a result of the review being undertaken may require Melton City Council to 
commit additional resources to update the adopted Housing Diversity Strategy and the 
Planning Scheme less than 18 months since the new zones have been implemented. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

The Taskforce, through the Department Planning, Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
website has invited all interested members of the community to make a submission to the 
Residential Zones State of Play reports and the list of suggested improvements to the 
operation of the new residential zones.  

6. Risk Analysis 

If Council chooses not to submit a submission to the Taskforce on the Residential Zones 
State of Play reports and the list of suggested improvements to the operation of the new 
residential zones, it misses the opportunity to inform the MRDAC about the new residential 
zones operation in Melton City Council. 

7. Options 

Council can choose either: 

1. Endorse Melton City Council’s submission to Managing Residential Development 
Advisory Committee including the recommendations to the operation of the new 
residential zones based on the background and recommendations discussed in this 
report  

2. Not make a submission to the Managing Residential Development Advisory 
Committee. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. Submission Managing Residential Development Advisory Committee 
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Cr Sophie Ramsey left the chamber at 7.34pm. 

11.8 ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (EEP) 2015 COMPLIANCE 

REPORT 

Author: Margaret Brennan- Coordinator Environmental Services 
Presenter: Laura-Jo Mellan- Manager City Design, Strategy & Environment  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To inform Council of the results of the 2015 Environment Enhancement Program. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. Note the completion of the 2015 Environmental Enhancement Program with 93% of 
eligible landholders complying with the requirements of the program and the withdrawal 
of the remaining 7% of landowners in accordance with the Environmental Enhancement 
Program Guidelines. 

2. Inform the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources of the 
results of the Environmental Enhancement Program for 2015. 

Crs Dunn/Turner. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Melton City Council’s Environmental Enhancement Program (EEP) encourages eligible 
landholders to undertake specified works on their property that will improve the condition of 
the natural resources within the municipality.  The EEP has been in effect since it was 
introduced in 1994 to provide a rebate on municipal rates.   

The EEP applies to properties within specified zones that are greater than 2 hectares in 
size and is operated on an ‘opt-out’ basis, meaning that eligible landowners must inform 
Council of eligible land management works that they propose to undertake and then 
demonstrate that they have undertaken any agreed works on their property. 

In 2015, 93% of the 1266 eligible properties met the requirements of the program, with 
ninety (90) properties failing to comply (refer Appendices 3 and 4).   

The program continues to achieve good land management outcomes for the municipality. 
It is a key method for Council to engage with landholders on sustainable land management 
issues. 

2. Background/Issues 

Melton City Council’s Environmental Enhancement Program (EEP) provides an incentive 
to eligible landholders to undertake specified works on their property that will improve the 
condition of the natural resources within the municipality by way of a rebate on their rates.  
The EEP has been in effect since 1994 and applies to properties within specified zones 
that are greater than 2 hectares in size and is operated on an ‘opt-out’ basis.   
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To participate, landowners must complete and return a ‘Proposed Works Form’ which is 
posted to each eligible property along with a Reply Paid envelope and a copy of the 
Environmental Enhancement Program Guidelines (refer Appendix 1 and 2). The 
‘Proposed Works Form’ allows the landowners to identify what eligible land management 
works that they propose to undertake. This is then reviewed and signed off by Councils 
Land Management Officers.  The landowners then must demonstrate that they have 
undertaken any agreed works on their property to retain the rebate. Those landowners 
who do not undertake or complete the agreed works are issued a supplementary rate 
notice. 

In early 2015, the Environmental Enhancement Program Guidelines and Proposed Works 
Form were sent to all eligible landowners (Appendix 3).  Under the policy, each eligible 
landowner was required to submit a completed Proposed Works Form by 31 March 2015.  
This form outlines work that the landholder commits to undertake to address land 
management issues, with an emphasis on addressing the presence of environmental and 
agricultural weeds. 

Landowners who did not return their forms by the end of March 2015 were contacted by 
Council officers via telephone and mail, and extensive efforts were made over the next 5 
months to encourage their participation in the program.   

Submitted Proposed Works Forms were assessed by Council’s Land Management 
Officers and written approval sent to landowners.  Proposed Works Forms that could not 
be immediately approved (for example due to insufficient commitment to weed control) 
were amended prior to approval.  Works were required to be complete by 30 September 
2015.   

On-site meetings with landowners and inspections of properties by Council’s Land 
Management Officers occurred throughout the year.  Landowners who successfully 
undertook agreed works were notified of their satisfactory compliance with the policy and 
subsequent retention of the rebate. 

The overall compliance rate for 2015 was 93% of the 1266 eligible properties.  The 
compliance rate over the life of the program has ranged between 87% and 98% with an 
average of 94%.   

The remaining 7% of eligible properties, which equates to 90 properties, are considered to 
be non-compliant for various reasons summarised below and detailed in Appendices 3  
and 4.  

Of the ninety non-compliant properties, 14 failed to return a Proposed Works Form.  This is 
important to note as landowners who do not submit a Proposed Works Form essentially 
choose not to participate, and will automatically have their rate rebate withdrawn.  

Nineteen (19) of the non-compliant properties have an entrenched history of withdrawn 
rebates.  Forty (40) properties have not had the rebate withdrawn in the last five years 
(although some of these have had the rebate withdrawn previously).  All but three non-
compliant properties are affected by Serrated Tussock, which is considered to be the 
highest priority for control in Melton.  Two of those three are affected by Gorse and the 
other by Boxthorn, which are also Weeds of National Significance.   

The property owners who are recommended to have their rebate withdrawn either failed to 
undertake any work or undertook insufficient work to control extensive infestations of high 
priority weeds on their land.  Their failure to effectively manage priority weeds 
compromises the work undertaken by compliant landowners and other land managers 
including Council. 

In accordance with the program guidelines, each landowner that failed to comply with the 
EEP will be sent a letter from Council explaining that the rebate has been withdrawn, and 
the value of the rebate will be incorporated into the fourth rates instalment notice.  In 
writing to each landowner they are given the opportunity to discuss the reasons for not 
meeting the requirements of the policy.  These discussions may provide a better 
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understanding of why they did not comply and an opportunity to work more closely with 
Council’s Land Management Officers in future.   

In accordance with the program guidelines, any appeal made in writing against the notice 
of non-compliance will be considered by a panel consisting of the Manager City Design, 
Strategy and Environment, the Coordinator Environmental Services and an independent 
senior officer.  The recommendation from this panel will then be reported to the General 
Manager Planning and Development for final consideration. 

3. Council Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2013-2017 Council Plan references: 

1. Managing our Growth: A clear vision to connect and develop a sustainable City 

1.4 Value and protect the natural environment for future generations through the 
following strategies; 

4. Financial Considerations 

The Environmental Enhancement Program is incorporated into Councils recurrent budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

The EEP an ongoing annual program and as such public consultation is not required.  
However, eligible land holders receive direct correspondence by mail, including reminder 
letters.  In addition, officers provide assistance and advice to landholders through 
telephone calls, face-to-face discussions, and via email with landowners as required 
throughout the process of delivering the program.  

6. Risk Analysis 

It is important for Council to administer the EEP fairly and effectively.  Failure to effectively 
deliver the program may undermine rural land productivity and diminish environmental 
values. This may result in the loss of environmental assets and have a negative impact on 
the reputation of Council.  

7. Options 

Nil 
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Cr Sophie Ramsey returned to the chamber at 7.37pm.  

12. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 

Verbal reports were received from Crs Dunn, Cugliari, Bentley, Majdlik, Ramsey, Carli and 
Turner. 
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13. COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

13.1 PUBLIC ADDRESS BY EACH COUNCILLOR  
 

Crs Turner, Carli, Ramsey, Dunn, Cugliari, Bentley and Majdlik addressed the chamber in respect 
of a variety of matters of significance. 
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13.2 RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

80A(1) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1989  
 

 4 February 2016 

 6 February 2016 

 15 February 2016 

 22 February 2016  

 27 February 2016 

 29 February 2016 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Record of Assembly of Councillors dated 4, 6, 15, 22, 27 and 29 February 2016 attached 
to this Agenda be received and noted. 

Crs Ramsey/Cugliari. That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1. 4 February 2016 Record of Assembly of Councillors 

2. 6 February 2016 Record of Assembly of Councillors 

3. 15 February 2016 Record of Assembly of Councillors  

4. 22 February 2016 Record of Assembly of Councillors  

5. 27 February 2016 Record of Assembly of Councillors  

6. 29 February 2016 Record of Assembly of Councillors  
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS  
Section 80A(1) of the Local Government Act 1989  

 

ASSEMBLY DETAILS: 

Meeting Name: Briefing of Councillors  

Meeting Date: 4 February 2016 Time: 5.00 pm 

Councillors present: 
(delete as appropriate) 

Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 
Cr R Cugliari (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr M Bentley 
Cr L Carli 
Cr S Ramsey  
Cr B Turner  

 

Officers present: 
(name & title) 

Mr K Tori, Chief Executive 
Mr L Shannon, General Manager Corporate Services  
Mr M Heaney, General Manager Community Services  
Mr P Bean, General Manager Planning & Development Services  
Mr S Shanmugapalan, Manager Finance 
Mr A Burns, Manager Recreation & Youth 
Mr M Noor Mohamed, Management Accounting Coordinator 
Mr M Wilson, Manager Community Planning  
Mr M Scholtes, Manager Learning Communities  
 

Apologies: 

(name & title) 

Cr N Dunn 

 

Matters discussed: 1. Pre-Budget 2016/17 Community Engagement Session 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES: 

Were there any conflict of interest disclosures by Councillors? No 

Matter No. Councillor making disclosure 
Councillor left meeting 

(Circle/delete as appropriate) 

   

REPORT PRODUCED BY: 

Officer name: Luke Shannon – General Manager Corporate  Date: 5/2/16 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS  
Section 80A(1) of the Local Government Act 1989  

 

ASSEMBLY DETAILS: 

Meeting Name: Briefing of Councillors  

Meeting Date: 6 February 2016 Time: 10.00 am 

Councillors present: 
(delete as appropriate) 

Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 
Cr R Cugliari (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr M Bentley 
Cr L Carli 
Cr N Dunn 
Cr B Turner  

 

Officers present: 
(name & title) 

Mr K Tori, Chief Executive 
Mr L Shannon, General Manager Corporate Services  
Mr M Heaney, General Manager Community Services  
Mr P Bean, General Manager Planning  
Mr S Shanmugapalan, Manager Finance 
Mr A Burns, Manager Recreation & Youth 
Mr M Noor Mohamed, Management Accounting Coordinator 
Mr M Wilson, Manager Community Planning  
Mr M Scholtes, Manager Learning Communities  
 

Apologies: 

(name & title) 

Cr S Ramsey  
 

Matters discussed: 1. Pre-Budget 2016/17 Community Engagement Session 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES: 

Were there any conflict of interest disclosures by Councillors? No 

Matter No. Councillor making disclosure 
Councillor left meeting 

(Circle/delete as appropriate) 

   

REPORT PRODUCED BY: 

Officer name: Luke Shannon – General Manager Corporate  Date: 8/2/16 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS  
Section 80A(1) of the Local Government Act 1989  

 

ASSEMBLY DETAILS: 

Meeting Name: Briefing of Councillors  

Meeting Date: 15 February 2016 Time: 6.15pm 

Councillors present: 
(delete as appropriate) 

 

Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 

Cr R Cugliari (Deputy Mayor) 

Cr M Bentley 

Cr N Dunn 

Cr B Turner  

 

Officers present: 
(name & title) 

 

Mr K Tori, Chief Executive 

Mr L Shannon, General Manager Corporate Services  

Mr P Bean, General Manager Planning & Development Services  
Mr S Shanmugapalan, Manager Finance 
Ms C Nichols, Coordinator Rates 
Mr B Baggio, Manager Planning Services  
 

Apologies: 

(name & title) 

 

Cr L Carli 

Cr S Ramsey 

Mr M Heaney, General Manager Community Services  

 

Matters discussed:  

1. 2016 Council Revaluation Briefing 

2. Submission of MRL Planning Application by Transpacific 

3. Councillor Discussion 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES: 

Were there any conflict of interest disclosures by Councillors? No 

Matter No. Councillor making disclosure 
Councillor left meeting 

(Circle/delete as appropriate) 

   

REPORT PRODUCED BY: 

Officer name: Luke Shannon – General Manager Corporate  Date: 17/2/16 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS  
Section 80A(1) of the Local Government Act 1989  

 

ASSEMBLY DETAILS: 

Meeting Name: Briefing of Councillors  

Meeting Date: 22 February 2016 Time: 6.15pm 

Councillors present: 
(delete as appropriate) 

 

Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 

Cr R Cugliari (Deputy Mayor) 

Cr M Bentley 

Cr L Carli 

Cr N Dunn 

Cr S Ramsey  

Cr B Turner  

 

Officers present: 
(name & title) 

 
Mr K Tori, Chief Executive 

Mr L Shannon, General Manager Corporate Services 

Mr M Heaney, General Manager Community Services  

Mr P Bean, General Manager Planning & Development Services 
Ms L Mellan, Manager City Design Strategy & Environment 
Ms K Archibald, Coordinator City Strategy 
Mr D Lewis, Strategic Planner 
Ms S Thompson, Senior Strategic Planner 
Mr S Shanmugapalan, Manager Finance 
 

Apologies: 

(name & title) 

  

Matters discussed:  

1. Gaming Local Planning Policy Project Briefing 

2. Waste Charges Briefing 

3. Significant Landscape Strategy Project Briefing 

4. NBN Briefing with consultant and NBN Representative 

5. Councillor Discussion 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES: 

Were there any conflict of interest disclosures by Councillors? No 

Matter No. Councillor making disclosure 
Councillor left meeting 

(Circle/delete as appropriate) 

   

REPORT PRODUCED BY: 

Officer name: Luke Shannon – General Manager Corporate  Date: 23/2/16 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS  
Section 80A(1) of the Local Government Act 1989  

 

ASSEMBLY DETAILS: 

Meeting Name: Briefing of Councillors  

Meeting Date: 27 February 2016 Time: 9.00 am 

Councillors present: 

(delete as appropriate) 

Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 
Cr R Cugliari (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr M Bentley 
Cr L Carli 
Cr N Dunn 
Cr S Ramsey  
Cr B Turner  

 

Officers present: 
(name & title) 

 
Mr K Tori, Chief Executive 
Mr L Shannon, General Manager Corporate Services  
Mr M Heaney, General Manager Community Services  
Mr P Bean, General Manager Planning & Development Services  
Mr L Stokes, Manager Operations  
Mr M Wilson, Manager Community Planning  
Mr S Shanmugapalan, Manager Finance 
Mr M Noor Mohamed, Management Accounting Co-ordinator 
 

Apologies: 

(name & title) 

  

Matters discussed: 1. Councillor 2016/17 Budget Discussion  

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES: 

Were there any conflict of interest disclosures by Councillors? No 

Matter No. Councillor making disclosure 
Councillor left meeting 

(Circle/delete as appropriate) 

   

REPORT PRODUCED BY: 

Officer name: Luke Shannon – General Manager Corporate  Date: 29/2/16 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS  
Section 80A(1) of the Local Government Act 1989  

 

ASSEMBLY DETAILS: 

Meeting Name: Briefing of Councillors  

Meeting Date: 29 February 2016 Time: 6.15pm 

Councillors present: 
(delete as appropriate) 

Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 
Cr R Cugliari (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr M Bentley 
Cr L Carli 
Cr S Ramsey  
Cr B Turner  

 

Officers present: 
(name & title) 

 
Mr K Tori, Chief Executive 
Mr L Shannon, General Manager Corporate Services  
Mr M Heaney, General Manager Community Services  
Mr P Bean, General Manager Planning & Development Services  
Ms L Mellan, Manager City Design Strategy & Environment 
 Mr B Baggio, Manager Planning Services 
Mr D Hogan, Manager Customer Engagement 
 Ms M Brennan, Coordinator Environmental Services 
 Ms T Spiteri, Coordinator Governance 
 Mr B Kroker, Senior Land Management Officer 
 Mr A Burns, Manager Recreation and Youth 
 Mr G Mulcahy, Coordinator Recreation 
 
 

Apologies: 

(name & title) 

 Cr N Dunn 

 

Matters discussed: 1. Local Government Amendment (Improved Governance) Act 2015 

2. Environmental Enhancement Program Briefing  

3. Draft 7 March 2016 Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda 

4. Councillor Discussion  

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES: 

Were there any conflict of interest disclosures by Councillors? No 

Matter No. Councillor making disclosure 
Councillor left meeting 

(Circle/delete as appropriate) 

   

REPORT PRODUCED BY: 

Officer name: Luke Shannon – General Manager Corporate  Date: 29/2/16 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 415 CR RAMSEY 

Councillor: Sophie Ramsey  

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Turner. 

That Council Officers write to the QIC and the owners of Melton Bunnings requesting the urgent 
repair and modification of the Eastern access driveway into Bunnings from Barries Road. In its 
current condition the access is a safety hazard to motorists.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 416 CR RAMSEY 

Councillor: Sophie Ramsey  

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Turner.  

That Council write to Kathryn Rudkins, Chief Inspector of Melton Police and Mark Guthrie, Acting 
Senior Sergeant for their diligence and professionalism during the public rally last year making the 
Melton Communities safety paramount during the course of the day. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 417 (CR BENTLEY) 

Councillor: Myles Bentley  

MOTION: 

That a report be prepared for and presented at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council regarding the 
viability, cost and ability of Council to provide a free drop off service of recyclable materials, in 
particular paper and cardboard, at the Melton Recycling Facility. 

Amended Motion 

With leave of the Chairperson, the mover of the substantive motion agreed to an amendment as 
proposed.  

Crs Bentley/Turner. 

That a report be prepared for and presented at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council regarding the 
viability, cost and ability of Council to provide a free drop off service of recyclable materials, in 
particular paper, cardboard, bottles and cans, at the Melton Recycling Facility. 

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 418 (CR BENTLEY) 

Councillor: Myles Bentley  

MOTION: 

That Council write to The Hon Daniel Andrews MP, Premier of Victoria and The Hon Jacinta Allan 
MP, Minister for Transport seeking clarification on the Victorian Governments position to improving 
Public Transport. Having committed $4.4 billion to the Metro Rail Project and its ongoing advocacy 
to the Prime Minister, The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP and the Federal Government for better public 
transport in Victoria, when will the Victorian Government commit to the immediate required 
duplication of the Melton rail line and the upgrade of the service to and the standards of a 
metropolitan rail service. 
 
Amended Motion  

With leave of the Chairperson, the mover of the substantive motion agreed to an amendment as 
proposed.  

Crs Bentley/Turner. 

That Council write to The Hon Daniel Andrews MP, Premier of Victoria and The Hon Jacinta Allan 
MP, Minister for Transport, Don Nardella MP, Marlene Kairouz MP, and all Legislative Council 
members for Western Metropolitan and Western Victoria regions, seeking clarification on the 
Victorian Governments position to improving Public Transport. Having committed $4.4 billion to the 
Metro Rail Project and its ongoing advocacy to the Prime Minister, The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP 
and the Federal Government for better public transport in Victoria, when will the Victorian 
Government commit to the immediate required duplication of the Melton rail line and the upgrade 
of the service to and the standards of a metropolitan rail service. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 419 (CR TURNER) 

Councillor: Bob Turner  

MOTION: 

That Council commits to funding the installation of public lighting at the intersection of Melton-
Gisborne Road and Minns Road. 

Amended Motion  

With leave of the Chairperson, the mover of the substantive motion agreed to an amendment as 
proposed.  

Crs Turner/Ramsey 

That Council consider funding the installation of public lighting at the intersection of Melton-
Gisborne Road and Minns Road.  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION 420 (CR TURNER) 

Councillor: Bob Turner  

MOTION: 

Crs Turner/Bentley.  

That Council write to Mr Brian Sherritt of VicRoads asking them to address traffic congestion and 
safety at the intersection of Norton Drive and High Street. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.7 NOTICE OF MOTION 421 (CR TURNER) 

Councillor: Bob Turner  

MOTION: 

Crs Turner/Ramsey. 

That Council write to Mr Brian Sherritt of VicRoads asking them to address traffic congestion and 
safety at the intersection of Reserve Road and High Street Melton. 

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Dunn 

Update on the Westwood Drive Bridge Project.  

16. MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Ramsey 

That Council write to Leading Senior Sergeant Joanne Mutsaerts commending Police 
Victoria for their proactive approach in working with schools and Principals in regards to 
recent bomb hoaxes. 

17. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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18. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Procedural Motion 

Crs Cugliari/Ramsey. 

That pursuant to Section 89(2) of the Local Government Act (1989) the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports, that are considered confidential for the 
reasons indicated: 

18.1 Municipal Audit Committee Meeting Minutes - 24 February 2016 - Confidential 
Items 

 This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(a) as it relates to personnel 
matters. 

18.2 Taylors Hill West Recreation Reserve Proposed Usage 

 This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(e)(h) as it relates to proposed 
developments; AND any other matter which the Council or special committee 
considers would prejudice the Council or any person. 

18.3 Minutes of The Club Caroline Springs Supplementary Grants Assessment 
Panel Meeting  

 This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(h) as it relates to any other 
matter which the Council or special committee considers would prejudice the Council 
or any person. 

18.4 Contract No. 16/028 for the construction of the Bridge Road Regional Play 
Space Contract No. 16/030 for the construction of the Melton Town Centre 
Streetscape Redevelopment Stage 2 

 This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(d) as it relates to contractual 
matters. 

18.5 Extension of Contract 11/005 – Provision of Street and Footpath Sweeping  

 This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(d) as it relates to contractual 
matters. 

18.6 Extension of Contract 11/017 – Operations and Management of Melton 
Recycling Facility 

 This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(d) as it relates to contractual 
matters. 

CARRIED 
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Procedural Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Turner. 

That the meeting be opened to the public. 

CARRIED 
 

19. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 8.20pm 

 

 

Confirmed 

Dated this 

 

 

............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 

 

 

 

 

  


