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1. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The Mayor will call for any apologies received from any Councillors who are unable to attend 
this meeting. 

2. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Pursuant to Part 6, Division 2 of the Local Government Act 2020 and Council’s Governance 
Rules, any Councillor must declare any General Conflict of Interest or Material Conflict of 
Interest in any items contained within the Notice Paper.  
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3. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS

3.1 ADOPTION OF 2022/23 BUDGET
Author: Natalie Marino - Acting Finance Manager 

Presenter: Luke Shannon - Acting General Manager Corporate Services 

Purpose of Report 
To endorse the proposed Municipal Budget for the 2022/23 financial year. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
In accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’), Council adopt the 
proposed budget for 2022/23. 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary
Melton City Council’s proposed budget for 2022/23 has been prepared with consideration of
the community vision and the objectives as set out in the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-
2025 and in accordance with Council’s 10 year Financial Plan and legislative obligations.
It seeks to add, enhance, improve and maintain infrastructure within the City as well as deliver
projects and services that are valued and needed by our community.  The community has had
an opportunity to make budget submissions at the commencement of the budget preparation
process in November 2021. The proposed budget is presented following extensive internal
review and adjustment in consultation with officers and Councillors.

2. Background/Issues
Council commenced the budget preparation process for 2022/23 in November 2021.  This
followed Council’s adoption the Financial Plan 2021-2031 (10 year Financial Plan) at the
Ordinary Meeting of Council on 27 September 2021. The proposed budget has been prepared
in line with the 10 Year Financial Plan, and gives consideration to the growing needs of the
community, service delivery demands, and initiatives put forward by the community and
Councillors.
The Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’) requires that Council prepare a budget for each
financial year, and that the budget contain the following information:

• Financial statements in the form and containing the information required by the
regulations

• A description of the services and initiatives to be funded in the budget

• A statement as to how the services and initiatives will contribute to achieving the strategic
objectives specified in the Council Plan

• Major initiatives to be undertaken during the financial year

• For services to be funded in the budget, the prescribed indicators of service performance
that are required to be reported against in the performance statement
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• The amount which the Council intends to raise by general rates, municipal charges, 
service rates and service charges 

• Whether the general rates will be raised by uniform rate or differential rate and 
information required relating to differential rates; and 

• Any other information required by the regulations. 

Attached as Appendix 1 is a full copy of the budget document. 

Key elements of the budget include; 

• The average general rate and the municipal charge will increase in 2022/23 in line with 
the State Government established rate cap of 1.75 percent. 

• The expected operating result for the 2022/23 year is a surplus of $351.27 million, which 
is an increase of $43.86 million over the forecast result for 2021/22 predominantly due 
to strong development activity and supplementary rates revenue. 

• The net cost of services delivered to the community in 2022/23 year is expected to be 
$182.27 million. Council will continue to work with the community over the coming years 
to align community priorities and expectations with Council’s service delivery model. 

• Cash and investments are expected to increase by $120.74 million during the year to 
$539.81 million as at 30 June 2023. The increase in cash and investments is in line with 
Council’s projections and the expected capital work spend in 2022/23. 

• The capital works program for the 2022/23 year is expected to be $89.03 million of which 
$54.90 million relates to projects which will be carried forward from the 2021/22 year. 
The carried forward component is fully funded from the 2021/22 Budget. 

Key capital works projects to be delivered, or commenced in the coming year include: 

• $7.2 million towards the construction of the Rockbank Murray Road Children’s and 
Community Centre at Thornhill Park 

• $8.5 million for the Mt Aitkinson Children’s and Community Centre 

• $5 million towards the extension of Bridge Road at Cobblebank 

• $3 million towards Bulmans Road urbanisation stage 1 in Melton West 

• $1 million towards stage 2 of the Melton Recycling Facility upgrade 

• $6.4 million for the completion of the new Diggers Rest pavilion 

• $2.6 million for the new Mt Aitkinson Active Open Space Precinct 

• $500,000 for design of Bridge Road Recreation Reserve Redevelopment in Cobblebank 

• $500,000 towards the design for the Cobblebank Community Services Hub 

• $150,000 towards design of the Plumpton Community Centre and neighbourhood house 

• $150,000 towards design of the Weir View North Community Hub 

• $500,000 towards the reconstruction of Burnside Height Oval # 2 

• $75,000 towards design for the reconstruction of Caroline Springs Town Centre Oval #2 

• $75,000 towards design for the reconstruction of Diggers Rest Oval #1 

• $520,000 towards a minor parks improvements program 

• $563,000 for road safety works around schools 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The 2022/23 budget underpins the Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing 
Plan. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The costs associated with preparing the 2022/23 Proposed Municipal Budget, including the 
associated advertising and community engagement have been provided for in the current 
financial year budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Following the introduction of the Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’) obligations for 
engagement changed, including obligations associated with annual Council budget 
preparation. 
Council delivered a deliberative engagement process to inform the development of Council’s 
10 year financial plan adopted in September 2021.  
Council’s annual budget engagement process for preparation of the 2022/23 draft Council 
Budget commenced in November 2021 inviting community members and community groups 
make a budget submission to help inform the framing of the budget and associated capital 
works program.  This opportunity was promoted through multiple mediums including City of 
Melton Conversations online engagement portal and was also promoted via social media, 
newspaper advertisements, Council’s website and through Council community email networks.  
The opportunity for community submissions was open from Monday 8 November 2021 to 
Sunday 28 November 2021. 
In total 19 submissions were received from individuals, community groups and sporting clubs. 
The opportunity for each submitter to present to Council was provided on 15 December 2021, 
with 12 submitters presenting. These presentations took place at the commencement of the 
budget process rather than historically at the end. This enabled early consideration of initiatives 
as part of the preparation of the budget presented with this report. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council’s process of preparing and endorsing the 2022/23 Proposed Budget is in accordance 
with Section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

7. Options 
Council must adopt a budget by 30 June 2022 as it is a legislative requirement under section 
94 of the Local Government Act 2020. 
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